VLADIMIR N. NASTICH

EARLY ISLAMIC COPPER COINAGE OF TRANSOXIANA
A GENERIC SURVEY FOCUSED ON NEWLY DISCOVERED COIN TYPES

The suggested paper deals with a group of early Islamic, mostly ‘Abbasid,
copper coins (Arab. sg. s fals, pl. 4l fuliis) produced in the minting towns of
Transoxiana (otherwise Transoxania') during about a century from the
incorporation of the area into the Arab Caliphate till the formation of autonomous
Tahirid and Samanid states, resp. middle of the 8th - first quarter of the 9th ct. cE.
However, the proposed survey does not claim for a detailed in-depth study, which
the overviewed stuff is definitely worth and which hopefully will be done ahead.

The traditional written records from the period under review are rather
scanty and the information they provide is far from desired completeness and
reliability; in these conditions, the coins can be considered (and often become
indeed) a primary historical source. Recent finds in Central Asia prove once again
that in many aspects they fairly comply with that purpose. How meager was until

lately the numismatic research base concerning those remote ages, can be seen

' Arab. ¢l ¢l s L maward’ al-nahr ‘[the land] that is behind the river’ [Ama Daryd]; a normal
Russian appellation for the region is Cpednss Asus ‘Middle Asia’; see e.g. [BREGEL 1996: pp. 1-3],
including a concise bibliography of the topic. Although the term is not basically recognized as
common in Western usage (possibly because it may also embrace some adjacent regions like parts of
the Marw oasis, Khorezm or historical Turkestan), I will sometimes mention it in the text instead of
the prolix Ma ward’ al-Nahr or heterogenous Transoxiana/Transoxania, especially where it does not
imply an opposition to Khurdsan in the proper sense.
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from the comprehensive Type Corpus Early ‘Abbdsid Coinage compiled up to 1986 by
the untimely gone Nicholas Lowick: of the 33 entries, covering the copper coinage
of Transoxiana [Lowick 1996: pp. 382-85, nos. 816-48], 4 belong to Tahir’s
governorate (205 AH /820 ct and later), 14 represent doubtful, unconfirmable or
plainly erroneous attributions, while only 15 descriptions (viz. 12 different types) of
copper fuliis struck at Bukhdra and Samarqand alone can be considered reliable
enough in the scholarly respect. Since then, mostly due to private search rather
than regular professional excavations, numerous new coin types fabricated in a
good dozen of Central Asian minting towns have been detected. Many of them bear
the names of ‘Abbasid governors, commanders, prefects, and other figures who held
different official posts in the towns and regions of Middle Asia; some of those names

are absent from any other written sources relating to those times.

While getting established in Ma ward’ al-Nahr, the newly conquered province

of the Caliphate officially to Khurdsdn, and arranging the trade and coinage in that

region, the Arab officials hardly did that job from scratch, since a number of local
states and domains had already existed there with rather developed political,
economical and social institutions, not excluding coin production and money
circulation. By that time, copper or bronze coins were cast or struck at Bukhara,
Paykand, Samarqand, Panjikand, Kish (Kesh, later Shahrisabz), Nakhsheb (later
Nasaf/Qarshi), more distant Farghdna, Chach (later al-Shash, now district of
Tashkent), [al-]Tarban[d] (Parab/Otrar) (Fig.1, a-d) and a few other domains, towns
and settlements. Silver coins, reportedly issued only in Bukharan Soghd and
Tokharistan, were shaped to the so-called Bukhdarkhuda[t] portrait type, initially
imitating the Sasdnian drachms of Varhran V (420-38 ce). The copper coins were
furnished with inscriptions in Soghdian, Khwarezmian (Chorasmian), possibly some
other Iranian languages, also in various local writing modifications, as well as
Turkic and even imitative Chinese.

In the further course some of the above mentioned mints were closed, but
some went on working, adapted or reoriented to the production of Islamic money
issues. The bulk of regional copper coin production in that period came to the
markets of Transoxiana from Bukhard and Samargand. Properly speaking, the
latter two mints (especially Bukhara with its exquisite variety of the names of local



146 EARLY ISLAMIC COPPER COINAGE OF TRANSOXIANA

officials’) were from the very beginning well known to historians’, as their copper
production was represented in relative abundance both in archeological findings
and numismatic collections. However, a good deal of transitional issues initially
using the Arabic writing for coin legends cannot be regarded Islamic in the strict
sense — only because they simply gave place to the newcomers’ language, albeit in
some cases the script alone (Fig.2, a-d).

The first copper coin type, ‘purely’ Islamic by definition that could belong to
local production, must be an undated and mintless issue, related to the period
between 90-96 AH / 709-15 cE and struck (or rather cast) in the name of
‘..L.m o A piad| NI al-amir al-mangar (the victorious commander) Qutaybah
b. Muslim, the prominent Arab conqueror of Ma Ward’ al-Nahr. Two of the three
known examples of this highly important and interesting type are posted on [Zeno:

#13823 and 13824]. Basing on the finding places of the specimens known so far (the
Bukhara oasis and Turkmenia), the publicator of this coinage [KALININ: 2005]
confidently implies its Transoxanian provenance, of which, however, no direct
proof exists as yet; besides, it comes from the Umayyad period and for this reason
also falls beyond the scope of the present paper. Nevertheless I could not leave this
important coin type without a quick mention at the least (Fig.3).

The ensuing survey embraces all copper coin types (fuliis), hitherto known to
the author as issued and circulated in Middle Asia during the period of *Abbasid
rule, with legible mint names and dates and/or issuers’ names and titles, identified
through direct reading of coin legends or verifiable otherwise with more or less
confidence (I would call it conditionally ‘List A’). Real coin types, regularly
encountered in the area and presumed to have belonged to local production but for
different reasons (mainly for the lack of mint names on them) unamenable to

? According to E. von Zambaur, “die Kupferprdgen von Bukhdrd des I1. und 111. Jhd. H. zeichen
sich durch eine besondere Fille von Beamtennamen aus” [ZAMBAUR 1968: p. 67]. As we shall see
below, the present-day reality proves the rightfulness of these words not only towards the mint of
Bukhara, just the ‘Abbdsid copper coinage of the region in general.

3 still as late as the middle of the 20™ century, “only three mint towns in Transoxiana (in the
pre-Samanid times)” were regarded available [FRYE 1949: p. 30-31, note 108 (with reference to Tbn
Hawqal), and p. 34] — namely Bukhard, Samarqand and 11aq (al-Shash); however, the latter’s copper
fals dated 166/782-3, mentioned in the cited work [FRYE 1949: p. 35], is in fact a result of misreading,
as clearly follows from Tiesenhausen’s footnote to No. 1008 [ TIESENHAUZEN 1873: p. 110].
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precise determination so far, are also included. Separate items are arranged in
chronological order, according to the succession of governors of Khurdsan
appointed by ‘Abbasid caliphs from Baghdad; as now appears contrary to previous
notions, the majority of those governors are eventually found mentioned on the
inspected coins. The main list is followed by a brief review of doubtful and
unconfirmable definitions (‘List B’). Many of the latter, recognized as plainly
erroneous and thus believed to be non-existent at all, still cannot be completely
neglected due to rather frequent mentions in numismatic publications (especially
those considered and cited as trustworthy*), and therefore obviously require
appropriate comments. The fuliis struck after 205/821 under Tahir b. al-Husayn
and his descendants, regarded in many aspects as the first autonomous ruling
dynasty rather than the last legitimate ‘Abbadsid governors, are not considered in
the present work. Equally omitted is the copper production of other Khurasanian
mints located in greater or lesser proximity west & south of Ama Darya (Amul,
Marw, Balkh, Harat, &al.), as well as Khwarizm, although significantly represented
among the Middle Asian finds, yet still originating from beyond the strict

geographical scope of our survey.

* [FRAEHN 1826; TIESENHAUZEN 1873; MARKOV 1896; LowICK 1996] &al., let alone [SHAMMA 1998] with
numerous inaccuracies namely in ‘KHURASAN’ and ‘JAXARTES & SUGHD’ sections.
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A. VERIFIABLE ATTRIBUTIONS

‘Abd al-Rahmén b. Muslim [al-Bakhili] , governor of Khurdsdn
(131/749 - 137/755)°

The first ‘Abbasid governor of Khurdsan, more often called AbG Muslim al-
Khurasani, originally was one of the most active leaders of the anti-Umayyad
movement. Numerous copper coins issued in his name, dated successively from 131
to 137 AH, representing three different varieties at least, always with Qur’an, 42:23
in marginal legends, typical for the coinage of anti-Umayyad rebels throughout the
transitional period, generally lack the mint name(s) and thus cannot be attributed
with due confidence to certain Transoxanian localities; although tentatively
believed to be produced at Marw [VLOTEN 1892: p. 441; ZAMBAUR 1968: p. 238-239,
notes 1, 5, 16; &al.]°, they are frequently encountered in different places of Middle
Asia’ and for this reason should be considered an integral part of local monetary
circulation. However, the distinct coin types dated 131, 132 and 137 AH [WURTZEL
1978: p. 192, nos. 36-37; BATES 2003: p.309] do not occur among the numismatic finds
in Middle Asia, and on this basis they are excluded from the following survey®.

No mint name, 133-136 aH (Fig.4, a-c)

All dates show the same uniform type:
Obv.’, field — sa> / aJI ¥/ I Y (Kalima-1) in 3 lines;

> Some of the following dates shown as the governors’ ruling periods are tentative due to lack
of compliance between the basic written sources on the topic (AL-TABARI, GARDIzI, AL-YA'QUBI, &al.).

¢ Sometimes Nisabiir was also presupposed, however without any argumentation; see e.g.
[GuEsT 1932: p. 556].

7 In particular, a perceptible number of copper fuliis dated 133-136 AH is known to me as
certainly originating from the regions of Surkhan Darya (ancient Saghdniydn), Bukhdara and
Tashkent (ancient Chach/Shash). The same observation for the region of Bukhara has even enabled

¢

Dr. Boris D. Kochnev to admit that at least part of them could have been produced in situ: “... e grand
nombre de ces fels trouvés dans 'oasis de Boukhara permet de supposer qu’une partie d’entre eux au

moins étaient frappés dans cette ville” [KOCHNEV 2001a: p. 146, note 12].

® A detailed review of the whole series is well represented in two recent and apparently most
informative publications [WURTZEL 1978: pp. 188-93; BATES 2003: pp. 298-99 and 309].

° Here and elsewhere onward ‘Obv.” stands for obverse and ‘Rev.’ for reverse. If not indicated
otherwise, the Obv. field would contain Kalima-I (often without &} ¢l & ¥ ; later, on the fuliis of al-
Saghadniyan after 146 AH and elsewhere after 172 AH normally with it), the Rev. field — resp. Kalima-
11 (generally as in the present description but also with different line layout, which is not separately
specified).
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margin — &w s (Wilis Sb L (..L...n oAl e Nl el aldl (s bismi'llah
amara bihi al-amir ‘Abd al-Rahmdn b. Muslim and date 133 (resp. 134 to 136, in words).

Reverse, field — all J g, // 4o (Kalima-11) in 2 lines, divided with a fancy
pattern (double-line horizontal lozenge with a dot in the centre and two palmettes
at the edges);

margin — o, S oo 53,0 ¥l 5o |2 ade oo (..il.‘..dl Y J3 oo = Qur'an, 42:23,
divided into 4 parts with triple annulets.

Coins of this type were relatively wide-spread and are now represented in
many collections [FRAEHN 1826: p. 18, nos. 3-4; TIESENHAUZEN 1873: pp. 65-67, 10s. 665,
673, 681, 687; Markov 1896: p. 14, nos. 16-18, 21, WURTZEL 1978: p. 193, nos. 38-41,
&al.].

Abi Da'td Khalid b. Ibrghim al-Dhuhli, governor of Khurdsdan
(137/755 - 140/758)

According to al-Tabari, Khalid b. Ibrahim was AbG Muslim’s lieutenant; after
the death of the latter in 137/754-55, he was appointed governor over Khurdsdan by
the caliph Aba Ja'far al-Manstr; killed in 140/757-8.

No mint name, 138 AH

Obv. margin — dw s (ks oled diw [fv:”];:l o N ] ... (e bism <..>
[a]mara bihi al-amir Halid b. Ibr[ahim] <...> and date 138 (in words).

Rev. margin — Qur’an, 42:23, divided into 4 parts with triple annulets o%.

Reference: [FRAEHN 1826: p. 19, no. 10; WURTZEL 1978: p. 196, no. 46].

No mint name, 139 AH (Fig.5)

A small crescent with two 8-pointed asterisks in the middle of Obv. field,
dividing the Kalima-I into two lines; a fancy pattern flanked also with 8-pointed
asterisks in the middle of Rev. field, dividing the 2-line Kalima-II, as on the coins of
Abi Muslim (see above).

Obv. margin — Qur’dn, 42:23, divided into 4 parts with single annulets.

Rev. margin — diss (Wl g Lw et ol o0 WG sV ol aldl e bismi'llah
amara al-amir Halid b. Ibrahim and date 139 (in words).

The mint name was not indicated on these coins, so their actual provenance
cannot be established so far, but specimens of this type are rather frequent among
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the findings in and around Bukhard. An identical coin is in Tiibingen (inventory no.
91-12-1), which M. Bates examined in 1991 and 2002. The date was formerly
identified as 129, but on better preserved specimens (including author’s private
collection), 139 is clear enough. The governor’s name was not preserved in full on
any of the accessible specimens, so the proposed reading is actually a type
reconstruction.

No mint name, no date (Fig.6)

Obv. margin — Qur’dn, 42:23.

Rev. margin — w5l o0 A ¥l & ol & alll s bismi'llah mimma amara bihi
al-amir Halid b. Ibrahim.

Small module (16-18mm), cast. Reportedly found in the Surkhan Darya region
(ancient Saghdniydn). Two specimens are posted on [ZeNo: #111359 & 111360], two

more pieces in a private collection (Russia)".

‘Abd al-Jabbar b. “Abd al-Rahmén al-Azdi, governor of Khurdsan
(140/758 - 141/759)

‘Abd al-Jabbar b. ‘Abd al-Rahman was appointed governor by al-Manstr in
140/758, but soon refused to recognize the caliph’s suzerainty and expressed the
aspiration for the autonomy of Khurdsan, which resulted in his dismissal and
execution in the following year.

No mint name, no date (Fig.7)

Small module (16mm), cast.

Obv. margin — ...[J]als o BJL alll oo [4l] [amara] &% Allah bi'l-wafa &%
wa'l-‘adl <...>.

Rev. margin — & Il s o SLd ] Alae & ol W] all e bismillah [mimma
amara bihi ‘Ab]d al-Gabbar b. ‘Abd al-Rahman.

A single specimen, reportedly unearthed also in the Surkhan Darya region
(ancient Saghdniyan), was fixed by the author in a private collection (Russia).

'°Here and further on, anonymous references to private collections imply that the owners of
the cited coins did not agree to mention their names
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Despite considerable damage, its principal legends are still fairly readable and
along with ornamental setting exactly coincide with [Lowick 1996: pp. 386-87, no.
869] (identified as Khurasan, ca 140 AH).

Muhammad al-Mahdi, heir-apparent and honorary governor of Khurdsan
(141/759 - 150/767 or 151/768; later, until about 155/772, actual supreme leader
of all al-Mashriq)

In 141/759, second ‘Abbasid caliph Abu Ja'far al-Mansur appointed his son and
heir-apparent Muhammad al-Mahdi governor of Khurdsan. During the next 10
years, most of the copper coins in Ma ward’ al-Nahr, perhaps save for the earliest
issues, were normally struck or cast with the names of amir al-Mahdi (placed for
the first time on copper fuliis of Bukhara in 143/760-1; see below) and local officials
— sl amir = ‘commander’, Jwle ‘amil = ‘officer, agent, clerk’, probably also
‘[local/subordinate] governor’, sometimes ‘prefect’, often introduced by 4 ! [K]
(rarely U or just ) or else within the clauses iJs _ ‘during the governorate [of
o’y ¥l Jwle or (for minor executives) g4 e ‘in the presence’ (literally: ‘on
both hands’) [of ...]’, etc. )

Throughout al-MahdT’s tenure as governor of Khurdsan, actual office in that
capacity was reportedly executed by his deputies, whose names seem to have never
appeared on the Transoxanian coins of the cited period; different sources offer
controversial data regarding their terms of service and even their real number

(fluctuating from one to four), so I skip them here as irrelevant to the subject.

Apart from the above-reviewed copper fuliis issued without mint name(s),
undated or with lost years of issue, let alone an elusive, nay even illusive Bukharag,
138 AH", the earliest date fixed with confidence for the ‘Abbasid copper coinage in
Transoxiana is 142/759-60:

" For this often mentioned but extremely doubtful item see below, under ‘Unconfirmable
Attributions’ (List B).
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al-Saghdniyan, 142 aH (Fig.8, a-b)

Cast or struck on cast flans. The obverse is adorned by a square lozenge with
straight or concave sides and palmettes crowning each of the closed angles (variant
A) or expanding from the unclosed ends (variant B), all with a dot in the centre.

Obv. margin — &y i ls ol L Gl il s o Al s
bismi’llah duriba hada al-fals bi’l-Saganiyan and date 142 (in words).

Rev. margin — 1,2 o | ¥l Jale (9)0 Sl ooVl iy ol all o
bismi’llih amara bihi Abi S.k.rah (?) ‘amil al-amir al-Hasan b. Hamran.

Up to 6 specimens known so far, all preserved with considerable defects. The
type was first published with partially identified date (14x) and wrongly read amir’s
name (/s instead of ;] &) [RTVELADZE 1985: pp. 39-40; LowIck 1996: pp. 384-85, no.
837]. Al-Hasan b. Hamrdn is known as governor of Balkh (fl. 142-145 an), both from
narrative sources [AL-TABARI 1987: p. 350; GARDIzI 1991: p. 43] and coin legends
[NASTIC 2000: pp. 106-07; Lowick 1996: pp. 378-79, no. 775; BATES 2003: pp. 295 and
316, note 38; TREADWELL 2006 — Balkh and al-Tirmidh]; see also under al-Tirmidh,
142 AH. In Ta’rikh by al- Tabari [cit. sup.] this name is disfigured into al-Hasan b.
Hamdan (definitely a lapsus calami) . M.Bates and L.Treadwell [cit. sup.] use to spell
the patronymic as Humran, whereas 1 would still prefer Hamran, as it was given for
instance in [GARDIzI 1991: p. 43]. However, it may well happen that either of the
latter versions is acceptable.

I could not identify the person hidden behind the name s S 51/ 0 & 517 =
Abii Sakrah/Sukrah/Sakarah? The only person known to me bearing a more or less
resembling name, encountered in [AL-TABARI 1987: p. 349], is a warlord called for Abi
Muslim’s audience in 135 AH on the occasion of his denial to recognize the rebel
Ziyad b. Salih, whose name was Abu Shakir, but the latter is very unlikely to be the
figure in question.

al-Tirmidh, 142 aH (Fig.9, a-b)

Obv. field — a broad double circle (variant A — a regular full-line ring, variant
B — uneven beaded ovals), virtually empty save for a dot in the middle, however
absent in some dies;

margin — &y (a)ls ol L (1) o U il o Al s bismi'llch duriba
al-fals bi'l-Tirmid and date 142 (in words).
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Rev. field — alJ / uud| al-hamdu li’llah in 2 lines;

margin — o1 & oy d | ¥l Jole ol r':”f.‘l 4l & mimma amara bihi
Ibrdhim b. Mahan ‘amil al-amir al-Hasan b. Hamran.

Three pieces are known to me thus far; first published in [NAsTIC 2000: pp. 106-
07]. Tbrdhim b. Mdhan is virtually unknown from other sources; for al-Hasan b.
Hamran see above, under al-Saghdniyan, 142 AH.

The main peculiarity of these coins consists in using Arabic article =JI al-
preceding the mint name Tirmidh; as far as I can judge, the cited fact is the first and
virtually unique that would not take place ever after in the long and various
coinage of this town.

Bukhdrd, 143 aH (Fig.10)

The type is encountered rather frequently (e.g. 19 specimens in the State
Hermitage alone). First published in [FRAEHN 1826: pp. 21-22, no. 22], since then
more than once in [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: pp. 71-72, no. 724; MARKOV 1896: p. 16, nos.
49-50; LowIck 1996: pp. 382-83, nos. 819-20; SHAMMA 1998: p. 327, no.(3)] &al.

Obv. margin — & ()l Sl L B3 L ew < 0 Al e bismillah duriba bi-
Buhdrd and date 143 (in words).

Rev. margin — (nw | ol o de ¥l gagllids S Cadl ¥l 4l
amara bihi al-amir al-Ash‘at fi wildyat al-Mahdi al-amir Muhammad b. amir al-mu’minin;
known also with one or more omissions and graphic errors —

(D oeskl /pwsh! sl o da oY gugd! (1)) b exiNI [w/o ¥l (1)

Amir al-Ash'ath b. Yahyd, witnessed by coins as governor of Bukhara in this
and of Samargand in the following year (see below, under Samarqand, 144 An), is a
tigire scarcely found in historical written sources. No such mentions are known to
[BATES 2003: p. 293], while [TREADWELL 2006] refers in this connection to [AKHBAR
1997, pp. 221-22], and Ibn al-Kalbi 1408, p. 264, which I myself had no chance to

come across so far.

Samarqand, 143 aH (Fig.11)

A 6-ray solar rosette with tips curved clockwise (a tamgha?) below field on
Obv.; 3 dots % below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — &y (a5 Ed5 A A o 50 alll s bismilldh duriba bi-
Samarqand and date 143 (in words).
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Rev. field — Qur’an, 42:23 in 3 lines; margin —
O | sl o daf Ad s 3 () 315/ ,18 o 2sls Nl & sl amara bihi al-amir Da'dd
b. K.raz (?) fi wildyat Muhammad b. amir al-mu’minin.

The type is rather common [MARKoV 1896: p. 16, no. 51; SMIRNOVA 1963: pp. 139-
41, nos. 799-814; LowIck 1996: pp. 384-85, nos. 838-39; &al.] and known in many
weight and size varieties, sometimes looking like different denominations.
According to [TREADWELL 2006], Arabic written sources (al-Tabari, al-Baladhuri, Ibn
al-Athir), citing amir Da'ad, reflect his patronymic name in a number of
graphic/phonemic varieties — Karar; Karraz; Karadh; K.wa.rd; K.ra.r@; etc., none of
which can be confidently taken for unique and reliable. M. Bates spells it Karar and
insists that the person is otherwise unknown [BATEs 2003: p. 294]. Russian authors,
evidently following [SMIRNOVA 1963: p. 139], without any explanation or references

call him ‘Da’id, son of Guraz’.
Samarqand, 144 aH (Fig.12)

A Soghdian tamgha &0 below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — &y Gyl ol s A3 jamas 0 50 Al oo bismii'lldh duriba bi-
Samarqand and date 144 (in words).

Rev. margin — (v sl sl o das oVl gugllidy 3 o oo SNl 4 4l
amara bihi al-As‘at b. Yahya fi wildyat al-Mahdi al-amir Muhammad b. amir al-mu’minin;
known also with a few graphic errors — s skl or s linstead of (! .

A well-known abundant issue [MARKOV 1896: p. 16, no. 56; SMIRNOVA 1963: pp.
141-49, nos. 815-902; LOWICK 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 840; SHAMMA 1998: p. 334, no.(2);
&al] , represented in many museums and private collections.

For amir al-Ash‘ath b. Yahyd see above, under Bukhara, 143 aH.

al-Saghdniyan, 146 aH (Fig.13)

A lozenge-shaped fancy pattern with palmettes at the edges in the middle of
Rev., almost exactly as on the coins of Abi Muslim examined above, just without a
central dot.

Obv. margin — & (nms)ls Cow L HLlanall (] s 0 o ldl e bismillah
duriba hada al-fals bi’l-Saganiyan and date 146 (in words).
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Rev. margin — (nwihl poel o gaghl daz ddy (3 (9) mole sl ¥l as
amara bihi al-amir Aba “Asim (?) fi wildyat Muhammad al-Mahdi b. amir al-mu’minin.

The type is still unpublished. Three specimens known, all in rather mediocre
condition. The legends could be deciphered only through cross-comparison of all
partially preserved portions. The name of a local amir is therefore clarified
without full credence.

A certain Abal "Asim (‘Abd al-Rahmén b. Sulaym) was mentioned in [AL-TABARI
1987: p. 313] as Abl Muslim’s envoy to Taligan under 129 aH; otherwise this amir
could be identical with the same al-Ash‘ath b. Yahya, governor of Bukhara in
143/760-1 and Samarqand in 144/761-2 (see above), whose kunya, according to
AKHBAR 1997, p. 221, reportedly was also Ab ‘Asim [TREADWELL 2006].

Bukhdrd, 148 AH (Fig.14)

A six-pointed asterisk * below field on Obv., Bukhdran tamgha #&3# flanked
with 3-dot sets below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — &Ly (aws)ls slad © L (3 Loew © o aldl e @ bismillah
duriba bi-Buhara and date 148 (in words), divided into 3 parts with annulets stuffed
with dots.

Rev. margin — (nw 3| sl o b Oeded | uge Jo gogdl dds S dn ol
amara bihi Ma‘bad fi wildyat al-Mahdi waliyy ‘ahd al-muslimin Muhammad b. amir al-
mu’minin.

The type is well-known and spread [FRAEHN 1826: p. 24, no. 35; TIESENHAUSEN
1873: p. 81, no. 779; MARKOV 1896: p. 17, nos. 91-92; SMIRNOVA 1963: pp. 149-50, nos.
903-10; Lowick 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 823; SHAMMA 1998: p. 328, no.(6); &al.]. Ma‘bad
[b. Khalil] (reportedly born in Marw and died as governor of Sind in 159/776) — a
prominent functionary mentioned in a number of sources (al-Tabari, Narshakhi,
Ibn al-Kalbi, etc.); the inspected coin shows that in 148/765 he was acting as amir of
Bukhara.

al-Saghaniyan (?), 148 aH (Fig.15)

A star-like dotted sign above field on Obv., tamgha-like sign 2 below.

Obv. margin, instead of the circular legend, a broad zigzag pattern rim with 3
evenly placed annulets inside.
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Rev. field in 3 lines — (nwsh| posl o / da gugd! / 4 sl & mimma amara bihi
al-Mahdi Muhammad b. amir al-mu’minin;

margin — & (ol oled dis (1) L Sl Lo Al (e bismi'lldh <..> al-
fals bi’l-s. gnay.n (1) and date 149 (in words).

Three specimens known so far, all present on [ZENo: #25332, 50418 & 105103).
First published in [RTVELADZE 1985: p. 39 & pl. I] with wrong attribution (the mint
name defined as “al-...ra” and the date deciphered as 146). Of the above inspected
specimens, the Rev. marginal legend is virtually lost, while the other two expose a
blundered graphic for the mint, which is conventionally recognized as distorted al-
Saghaniyan, — unlike the above described issue of 146/763-64, showing the mint
name in the perfect way, and apropos, also with Arabic article JI, which was always
inherent to the coins of Saghaniyan up until the early 13% ct.).

al-Shash, 149 aH (Fig.16)

Obv. margin — &as (a5 pond & skl &ds all e bismi'llah wildyat al-
Mahdi and date 149 (in words).

Rev. margin — w4 (v AL C oo (o 00 At sl amara (or amru) Sa'id
b. Yahya duriba bi’l-$as sittin bi-dirham.

Recently discovered [NAsTIC 2000: p. 107] but proved not to be especially rare
(about 20 pieces presently known to the author). Denominated (2 (i 'sixty to
a dirham’ (on some specimens carved as » 4 (). Separate dies show numerous
errors and omissions in the legends on both sides, most of which were detalized in
[FARR, NASTICH 2001: p. 13]. The cited amir Sa‘id b. Yahya, according to [TREADWELL
2006], may have been a brother of Ash‘ath b. Yahya, governor of Bukhara and
Samarqand in the mid-140s (see above, under Bukhard, 143 aH and Samarqand, 144
AH).

Bukhard, 151 aH (Fig.17)

An oblong decorative cartouche on Rev., dividing the Kalima-II into two parts
in a way similar to that on the fuliis of Abi Muslim and al-Saghdniyadn, 146 AH (see
above).

Obv. margin — sy (s (gl Lo (3 |, e o 00 Al (= bismi'llah duriba bi-
Buhdrd and date 151 (in words).
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Rev. margin — onded | age Jo sagll r.L.o}’l Jole Ws o ucdl 4 sl amara bihi
al-Gunayd b. Halid ‘amil al-imam al-Mahdi waliyy ‘ahd al-muslimin.

The type is wide-spread and known since long [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: pp. 83-84,
no. 802; MARKOV 1896: p. 18, nos. 112-13; SMIRNOVA 1963: pp. 151-53, nos. 916-28;
LowIcK 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 825; SHAMMA 1998: p. 328, no.(7); &al.]. The calligraphic
style of Kiifi inscriptions exposes an obvious similarity with late Umayyad and
contemporary ‘Abbdsid gold dindr issues. I feel no need to give special references to

the design analogies, as those are too numerous and easily accessible in lots of
respective matters, printed or Internet-posted; however, compare e.g. with [Zeno:
#58415], dated 151 AH as well; see also below, Samarqgand, 172 aH (subtype A) and
Kish, 173 aH.

The governor’s title r’Lnll al-imam, placed on the reviewed fals instead of .Y,
rather expected in this position, in some dies of this type is carved as LY.
Separate specimens show considerable fluctuations of size and weight (from above
2.4 down to 0.7 g), looking like different denominations.

Al-Junayd b. Khdlid b. Harim al-Taghlibi was mentioned by [AL-TABART 1987:

p. 354] as flogged and imprisoned by governor ‘Abd al-Jabbar in 140/758 together
with Ma'bad b. al-Khalil al-Muzani (see above, under Bukhara, 148), later as amir of
Bukhdrad in 163/780 [NARSHAKHT 1897: p. 92]. The inspected coins show that he was
acting in the latter capacity for the first time in 151/768.

Humayd b. Qahtaba al-Ta', governor of Khurdsan
(151/768 or 152/768 — 159/776)

According to [GARDIZI 1991: p. 44], caliph al-Manstr appointed Humayd b.
Qahtaba governor of Khurdsdn on the 1% of Sha'ban 151/168; [AL-TABART 1987: p. 361]
fixed the same event for 152/769, while [AL-YA'QUBI 2011: p. 69] mentioned him in
the same capacity interrupted once for a while, but without exact dates. Humayd b.
Qahtaba held that office until his death in 159/776. 1t was in his term of service
that the religious pretender Hashim b. Hakim (apud al-Muqanna®) had raised his

revolt.
[al-]Saghdniydn, 153 AH (Fig.18)

Obv. field — an 8-pointed linear design (octogramme) with a dot in the middle;
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margin — (1) &n s &b [i] slolba ... o (s bismi’llah duri[ba etc.
<..> bi'l]-Saganiyan and date 153 (in words) in an amusingly wrong spelling,which
allows its reading as 503.

Rev. margin — ...[ ¥l & el & mimma amara bihi al-amir <..>, all the rest is
gone.

The only specimen known so far (cast; 1.3 g, 19+21 mm), unearthed in 2008 on
the citadel of ancient Termez and is now kept in the Institute of Archeology,
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan®. Its surface has been heavily
cleaned, the legends are damaged and yield guessing rather than coherent reading;
nevertheless, the mint name specified with reasonable confidence. The year of

issue, had it been actually 503 aH, should belong to the Qarakhanid period (resp.
1109-10 ce), which is absolutely impossible for many reasons, viz. coin type in
general, content of legends, writing style, flan & die/mold producing technology
&al., normal for the ‘Abbasid time but never fixed in aggregate after the middle of
the 10" ct. c.

Samarqand, 153 AH (Fig.19)

A tamgha-like arabesque ¥ below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — &dasd o bl ¥ Ly 3 5,0e o0 558 & wl & mimma amara
bihi Hamzah b. ‘Amr fi wildyat al-amir Humayd b. Qahtabah.

Rev. margin — Lsy el s S5 L g gl &ds (S A8 o o, ... duriba bi-
Samarqand fi wildyat al-Mahdi and date 153 (in words).

Known in quantity, mostly from excavations at PendZikent [SMIRNOVA 1963: pp.
153-57, nos. 929-63], on which other references [Lowick 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 842;
SHAMMA 1998: p. 334, no. (3)] are fully dependent. First fixed in 1973 among the finds
on Afrasiab (the site of ancient Samarkand) [ERNAZAROVA 1979: p.118, no. 185].

Obv. shows two names: Hamzah b. ‘Amr (a local official) and al-amir Humayd b.
Qahtabah (governor of Khurdsan, AH 151 or 152-159), but Rev. definitely contains fi
wildyat al-Mahdi, who was governor of Khurdsan reportedly between aH 141 and 150
(or 151).

'? The image and general information about this unique fals are available thanks to the
courtesy of my Samarkand colleague Anvar Kh. AtakhodZaev.
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The above specimen seems to make obvious that Humayd b. Qahtaba ruled
whole Khurdasan, including Transoxiana, residing (as indicated in reliable sources)
in Marw, while al-Mahdi retained direct supervision upon Khurdsan after his
resignation as active governor. As for amir Hamza b. ‘Amr, no mentions of his
name have been found in the written sources. On the presence of al-Mahd’s title
on the coins of Khurdsan in 153 AH see also [BATES 2003: pp. 291-92 and 315, notes
33-34].
al- Saghaniyan, 155 A (Fig.20)

Anonymous.

Obv. margin blank, otherwise without external peculiarities.

Rev. margin — £ s (s s o diw oLl L [da oo 4l (= bismi'llah
duriba hada al-fals bi’l-Saganiyan and date 155 (in words).

Unpublished. Two specimens known to the author, both in private collections
(Russia). The mint name is written normally.

Nasaf, 157/9 aH (Fig.21)

Obv. field — image of a horse walking left, apparently with traces of saddle on
back and an unclear signet ==t— above;

margin (legible only in part) — ... sy (9) g s iy el <> all-
fals bi-Nasaf and date [1]57 or [1]59 (in words).

Rev. margin (legible only in part) — giga[JN] ... ().. ol a0 ol & mimma
amara bihi al-*a*im (?) <...> [al-]Mahdi.

Unique until recently, the badly worn and oxidized coin was published as
dated 157 aH by [KoCNEV 1984: pp. 193-95, ZEIMAL' 1994: p. 251, note 51; KOCNEV 1999:
p. 43, type 6]. Another specimen, also with weakly preserved legends, is posted in
2011 on [ZENo: #102443]; now supposedly in a private collection).

Nasaf (Nesef) was named Nakhsheb in pre-Islamic times and Qarshi (Karsi)
under the Timurids and ever after. A local official’s name cited in Rev. margin,
along with the considerable part of the ensuing legend, however finishing with
clearly discerned al-Mahdi, could not be reliably deciphered and identified.

However, [ would dare express a wild guess regarding this strange coin. It was
issued in Nasaf right at the time when the town was a residence of al-Muqanna’
(see above), a vigorous rebel who was renowned for his adherence to the late Aba
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Muslim, claimed him to be al-Mahdi (the redeemer and just ruler before the Day of
Resurrection) and denied his death. It is not improbable that exactly those events
could call for the emergence of coins depicting a saddled horse, which was
commonly perceived as an allegory of anticipating al-Mahdi’s advent. Hence, the
word seen clearly enough at the end of the Rev. marginal legend, might belong to
the anticipated prophet, rather than the heir-apparent, former governor and
future caliph Muhammad al-Mahdi. So my assumption is that the above copper
struck at Nasaf, especially if its date of issue was indeed 159/773-74, may well be
connected with rebel Hashim b. Hakim, otherwise known as al-Muganna‘, whose
identity is unconditionally hidden behind the following coin type.

No mint name, no date (Fig.22)

Cast copper fals of unusual appearance: both sides show field legends only,
encircled by double linear rims with 4 dotted annulets ® between the lines instead
of marginal inscriptions.

Obv. field — s ol /' cos witle / 4y ol & mimma amara bihi Hashim wasiyy
Abi Muslim.

Rev. field — Juadl /5 BJL / aUI sl amara Allah bi'l-wafa wa’l-‘adl, ‘Allah has
commanded the loyalty and justice’, 3 dots «% below.

The clause placed on Rev. was first used in 100 AH and later on Umayyad
copper fuliis of al-Kifa and some other mints [WALKER 1956: pp. 241, 260-61, 278-79,
285], often with the same triangle of dots at the bottom.

The coin of this type was first fixed without definition in [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p.
293, no. 2945]; another specimen was later unveiled by B.D. Ko¢nev in the State
Hermitage collection and subjected to detailed investigation in [Ko¢NEV 1995;
KOCHNEV 2001a). Presently two more pieces are available on [Zeno: #57386 and
74996]. 1 have virtually nothing to add to his thorough research and well-grounded
conclusions about this important coin type, perhaps only correct the erroneous of
(s =l as ohuws LI, and what is much more substantial, the reading w5 wasiyy
(literally ‘inheritor, feoffee in trust, executor [of someone’s will]’ also ‘bequeathed ,
conferred, endowed’, &sim.) as _Js wali (‘mate, cognate, assistant, representative’),
with respective abolition of Ko¢nev’s discourse into the meaning of this wrongly
defined term [KocHNEV 2001a: p. 147].
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Abii "Awn ‘Abd al-Malik b. Yazid, governor of Khurdsdn
(159/776 - 160/777)

‘Abd al-Malik b. Yazid “became governor in 159, only to be dismissed in
disgrace in the following year” [AL-TABARI 1987: p. 362; CRONE 2003: p. 174].

Bukhdra, 160 aH (Fig.23)

Palmettes alrabove and Y% below field legend on Rev.

Obv. field, instead of habitual Kalima-T — (nekd | / sge ds / o &S
barakah li-Miisa / waliyy ‘ahd / al-muslimin (a blessing for al-Mahdi’s heir and future
caliph Miisa al-Hadi); the heir’s name is encountered in two graphic varieties —
swishand zusl;

margin — &Ly (v L (B [ eg (bl in o 0 I s bismi'llah duriba hada
al-fals bi-Buhara and date 160 (in words).

Rev. margin: & oo Ml ae oYl Jule 148 o sie 4 | & mimma amara
bihi ‘Abduhu b. Qudayd ‘amil al-amir ‘Abd al-Malik b. Yazid.

A well-known coin type [FRAEHN 1826: p. 33, no. 75; TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p. 97, no.
906; MARKOV 1896: p. 20, no. 185; LowIck 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 827; SHAMMA 1998:

p. 329, no.(9); &al.].

Different authors dealing with the topic suggest various readings of the name
sk @ ‘Abda, ‘Abadah, ‘Abdat &sim. My opinion is that it should be spelled s s
‘Abduhu — literally ‘His (viz. God’s) slave’ — a normal praenomen fairly common
among the Muslims of Arab origin in the ‘Abbasid period, being a specific synonym

of ‘Abd Alldh, ‘Abd Rabbihi and a number of other theophoric proper nouns.
Temp. Abii’]-'Abbas al-Fadl b. Sulayman al-Ta’i al-Tasi, governor of Khurdsdn
(166/783 - 171/786)

al-Fadl b. Sulayman was appointed by caliph al-Mahdi to Khurasan, where he
stayed until the early years of Hartin (AL-TABARI 1987: pp. 364-65; AL-YA'QUBI 2011:
p. 70).
al-Sagh[anliyan (?), 166 aH (Fig.24)

Obv. margin — &y (s S i (1) sl (il 1de 1o Al s
bismi’llah duriba hdda al-fals bi’l-Sagiyan (!) and date 166 (in words).
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Rev. margin — o pas &l 3£ (€) & o 5,0 ¥l & | & mimma amara bihi al-
amir ‘Amr b. Gamal (?) ‘azza Alldhu nasrahu.

A single unpublished specimen is posted on ZeNo, #93027. The mint name is
somewhat blundered but believed to denote al-Saganiyan; compare for instance
above, al-Saghaniyan (?), 148 aH. The officer’s name ‘Amr b. Gamal / Gamal (?)

mentioned on the coin is otherwise unknown.

Ja'far b. Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath al-Khuzd'i, governor of Khurdsan
(171/787 - 173/789)

Ja'far b. Muhammad was appointed governor of Khurdsan by the heir-
apparent Hartn on behalf of caliph Masa al-Hadi [AL-YA'QUBi 2011: p. 70]; his
governorship ended in 173 when Hariin, then already caliph al-Rashid, withdrew
him from that office in favour of his son al-*Abbas [AL-TABARI 1987: p. 365].

Samarqgand, 172 AH

Two closely similar subtypes, however differing fundamentally through the
additional mention of a certain person on one of them. First mentioned without
any details in [MARKOV 1896: p. 27, nos. 366-67].

Subtype A (Fig.25, a)

Jae ‘adil below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — &Ly (s (RS s A3 joy o] 1 0 0 Al e bismillch
duriba hada al-fals bi-Kish and date 173 (in words).

Rev. margin: o2 sdamws gh Je b o > oYl 4 ol & mimma amara bihi
al-amir Ga'far b. Muhammad ‘alé yaday Mas'adah b. Bugayr.

A well-known type [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p. 129, no. 1164; NUTZEL : pp. 378-79, no.
2181a; KALININ, TREADWELL 2004: p. 16; SNAT 2008: pp. 62-63, no. 574; ANS,
no. 1917.215.68]. Next after Bukhard, 151 AH (see below), it stands out of the bulk
due to unusual appearance and writing style: “The calligraphy is very similar to the
Abbasid dinars of the late 160s and early 170s. Could it be that the dies were cut in
Baghdad (Madinat al-Salam) and shipped to Samarqgand, or an engraver from

Baghdad or Cairo was sent to Samarqgand to continue his practice?” [ALBum 2011a:
Sale 10, Lot 443].
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The patronymic of the cited official Mas‘ada was usually read in a wrong way:
Buhayr [NASAFT 1999: p. 231, no. 378], Yahyd [Lowick 1996: pp. 384-85, nos. 844-45
(collection of Limbada, London); SNAT 2008: no. 574], Zuhayr [SHAMMA 1998: p. 334,
no.(4)], or otherwise. The currently accepted version Bujayr, although looking like a
facetious nickname rather than official noun (literally ‘stout, abdominous’), still

seems to be closest to the truth.
Subtype B (Fig.25, b)

Similar to subtype A but designed in the style common for copper coins of the
time; Obv. with inner beaded rim and JJ< ‘adil below field;

Obv. margin — same as in subtype A, the only difference being instead of in
the date.

Rev. c:; fath (instead of J.< ‘adil ) below field;

MArgin: e sdtws g b b o Jia> NI (1) & mimma a<mara> bihi
al-amir Ga'far b. Muhammad ‘ald yaday Mas'adah b. Bugayr.

Unpublished; image source — [ZeNo: #75011]. Dr. A. AtakhodZaev’s observation
shows that this variety is much rarer (about 1:50) than the previous one, which
means that at least a few more specimens should exist®.

According to [NASAFT 1999: p. 669, no. 1177], one of Mas‘ada’s sons was called
Fath; it seems reasonable to connect the word pié on the present fals with that

person.
Kish, 173 aH (Fig.26)

Ja<e ‘adil below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — &os s (Arems S5 Lo 1S [ 18] o0 A (= bismi'llah
duriba hada al-fals bi-Kish and date 173 (in words).

Rev. margin — (nw skl sl (Jo[s () oF] g o o x> ¥l 0l 2
mimma amara bihi al-amir Ga'far b. Muhammad ‘ald yaday [Yahya (?) maJwla amir al-
mu’minin.

Unique, unknown so far. Acquired in the Moscow coin market (May 2011), now
in the author’s collection.

 A. AtakhodZaev’s personal e-mail to the author (a thread dated 29 Jan. - 11 Feb. 2012).
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The same unusual “dinar” calligraphy (if not the same hand) as on Samarqand,
172 AH, subtype A. The local officer’s name, although badly spoiled through casting
defect, still seems to be Yahya, apparently following with the prestigious title mawla

amir al-mu’minin.
Bukhard, 173 aH (Fig.27)
Obv. field, instead of habitual Kalima-1 — (wwid! / el 49,4 / &S, barakah li-

Haran / amir / al-mu’minin (a blessing for the newly enthroned caliph Hartn al-
Rashid; compare above, Bukhard, 160 an);

margin — dle s (s S Ao |y (uddd] 108 o o bl s bismi'llah duriba
hada al-fals bi-Buhara and date 173 (in words); a legend variety is fixed without
ol [4s and with additional g before & [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p. 130, no. 1180].

Rev. margin — ses ' 2> ¥l Jule 5 oe o s & | K mimmad amara
bihi Muhammad b. ‘Amr ‘dmil al-amir Ga'far b. Muhammad.

The type is known since long [FRAEHN 1826: pp. 12-13, no. 141; TIESENHAUSEN
1873: p. 130, nos. 1179-80; LowIcK 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 828; SHAMMA 1998: p. 329,
no.(11)] but seems not to be very common. The name Muhammad b. ‘Amr is not

encountered in other written sources.

Temp. al-"Abbds b. Ja'far b. Muhammad, governor of Khurdsan
(173/789 - 175/791)

No mint name, 174 AH (Fig.28)

Obv. margin — &Ly (s gl s 3o o (% 0 ol & bl s bismillah
mimma amara bihi Yahyd b. Mu‘ad and date 174 (in words).

Rev. field — Kufic a above, = Yahyd below;

margin — Qur’dn, 9:33.

Several specimens known [MARKov 1896: p. 27, no. 381; Lowick 1996: pp. 386-87,
no. 853; ANS, no. 1971.316.21; &al.]. Rich information about Yahya b. Mu‘adh b.
Muslim based on different written sources is available in [CRONE 2003: p. 184].
According to [GArDizI 1991: p. 48], caliph Harun gave control of Khurdsan to al-Fadl
b. Yahyd al-Barmaki who sent Yahyd b. Mu‘adh to govern there on his behalf in
Ramaddn 177/December 193, which office the latter should be executing during a
few months until al-Fadl’s arrival there early next year. However, the inspected
coin is dated at least 3 years before those events when the person named on it
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should reportedly sojourn in Jurjan or elsewhere, and in addition it is devoid of the
mint name, just given that it was found in the Bukhara region, and on the other
hand, taking into account that the dates reported by Gardizi are very often far from
exact, I decided to include this rare type as related anyhow to the numismatic
history of ‘Middle Asia’.

Temp. Hamza b. Malik b. al-Haytham al-Khuza'i, governor of Khurdsan
(176/792 - 177/793-4)

Appointed by Hariin al-Rashid to replace al-Ghitrif b. ‘Atd’, but soon deposed in
favour of caliph’s wazir al-Fadl b. Yahyd al-Barmaki [AL-TABART 1987: pp. 365-66; AL-
YA'QUBI 2011: p. 70].

al-Khuttal, 177 aH (Fig.29)

Obv. margin — &y Ot g & b (il 108 o aldl s bismii’llah
duriba hada al-fals bi’l-Huttal and date 177 (in words).

Rev. margin: (¢)ciew ¥l Jole oud | o0 () jdan ¥l w0l & mimma
amara bihi al-amir H*d.r (?) b. al-Hasan ‘amil al-amir Munif (?).

Recently discovered, the type is now represented by 4 specimens with clear
and unambugous mint name, all posted on [ZeNO: #93024-26, 112432]; however, both
names mentioned (where preserved) in the marginal legend on Rev. allow quite

obscure reading.

‘Alib. ‘Isd b. MGhan, governor of Khurdsan
(183/799 - 191/806)

A notorious figure ill-famed for his exquisite brutality and peculation, whose
personality and deeds met a detailed account in the basic sources [AL-TABART 1987:
pp. 367-70; GARDIZI 1991: pp. 49-53; AL-YA'QUBI 2011: pp. 70-71; TA’RIKH-I SISTAN 1974:
pp. 166, 427]. “... Hartn appointed ‘Ali b. ‘Isd b. MGhan to Khurdsan where he
misgoverned the province for eight years, accumulating vast wealth and fighting a
spate of rebels until he was finally replaced by Harthama” [CRONE 2003: p. 178].

Bukhard, 185 aH (Fig.30)
A palmette a'n above the upper line and Jis ‘adil below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — Le s Ol s ™ o |, Beg L&l 1dn &, Al (= bismi'llah
duriba hada al-fals bi-Buhara and date 185 (in words).
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Rev. margin — > oy derew iV s 3 Al oll] poe o e V¥l a el amara
bihi al-amir ‘Ali b. Tsd abgahu Allah fi wilayat Sa‘id b. Ga'far. The word wildyat is written
with dlif, unlike in the most of other cases.

The type is known since long [FRAEHN 1826: p. 25, no. 200; TIESENHAUSEN 1873:

p. 155-56, no. 1391; MARKOV 1896: p. 31, nos. 491-92; LowicK 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 829;
SHAMMA 1998: p. 329, no.(12); &al.]. Sa‘id b. Ja'far’s name was not found in the

written sources.

Binkath, 186 aH (Fig.31)

A swastika with rounded hooks ¥ below field on Rev.

Obv. field — Kalima-1I with first line partly retrograde ¥l Y ; the rest is as
usual;

margin — (1) &by vl s S i S0 (el 138 10 Al ey bismi'llah duriba
hada al-fals bi-Buhara and date 186 (in words); the deformed word for ‘hundred’
(normally £ or &5l ).

Rev. margin — alll sl sames oo ¢ buw posNl syl U bl ey bismi'lldh mimma
amara bihi al-amir Siba" b. Mas‘adah abqahu Allah.

Unique until recently [KALININ, TREADWELL 2004: p. 15-16], today this important
coin is known already in 3 specimens. The name Siba‘b. Mas‘adah cited in the Rev.
legend belongs to another son of Mas'ada b. Bujayr mentioned on copper fuliis of
Samarqand in 172 AH (see above). Binkath is universally perceived as the capital of
the Shash province.

Bukhard, 190 aH (Fig.32)

Palmette a'n above and Juc ‘adil below Rev. field.

Obv. margin — &y (s ki ey il i o 0 Al e bismi'llah duriba
hada al-fals bi-Buhara and date 190 (in words).

Rev. margin — deaw op oS3 g0 e Gl ol 5, a0 ol & mimma amara
bihi Harin amir al-mu'minin ‘ald yaday al-Hakam b. Sa‘id.

A well-known coin type [FRAEHN 1826: p. 33, no. 235; TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p. 166,
no. 1490; MARKOV 1896: p. 34, nos. 558-59; LowIck 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 830; SHAMMA
1998: p. 330, no.(12); &al.]. Judging by the Rev. marginal legend, this coinage was
undertaken upon the direct command from the caliph Hartin, whose name was

struck on these coins in full spelling with both matres lectionis. The name al-Hakam b.

Sa'id seems to be otherwise unknown.
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Harthama b. A'yan al-Balkhi, governor of Khurasan
(191/806 - 196/811-27)

Appointed to Khurdsan by Hartn al-Rashid in 191 an; killed in 200/815 [AL-
TABART 1987: p. 370; GARDIZI 1991: pp. 50-52; AL-YA'QUBI 2011: pp. 70-71; PELLAT 1971:
p. 231]. Harthama b. A'yan was reportedly deposed by al-Ma’min after Haran’s
death in 193/809 [CRONE 2003: p. 75], nevertheless, his name was placed on silver
dirhams struck at al-Shash as late as 195 aH; T. Mayer points to 186 AH as the final
date of Harthama’s governorate [SNAT 1998: pp. 32-33, no. 173; TREADWELL 2006]

Bukhara, 194 aH (Fig.33)

Palmette a'n above and Juc ‘adil below Rev. field.

Obv. margin — &ss (s gl & |y (] 10 [0 alll o] bismiTlch
duriba hada al-fals bi-Buhara and date 194 (in words).

Rev. JJe ‘adil below field;

margin — ... ¢w () S [($) g e nel] oo dadp ¥l s sl & mimma
amara bihi al-amir Harthamah b. [A 'ydn“'ald yaday (D] *s.kr(?) b. <.>.

Reported more than once [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p. 285, no. 2822; MARKOV 1896:
p.36, no. 621; LOWICK 1996: pp. 384-5, no. 831; SHAMMA 1998: p. 330, no.(13)], this type
is still represented by a single specimen (State Hermitage, Numismatic department,
inv. no. OH-B-M-2948). The coin is badly worn, yet its legends happen to be fairly
discernible, which unfortunately applies but partially to the persons mentioned on
Rev. Mr. Vyacheslav Kuleshov from the State Hermitage inspected this fals upon
my request and found out that governor Harthama’s name can be observed there

1714

“with highest confidence”", whereas the second name is barely visible and its
spelling remains dubious; I only dare surmise a cautious version ... Sio yashkur
b. <..>, however having no idea as yet whose identity could be concealed behind this

uncommon (Arabian or Yemenite) name.

V. Kuleshov’s personal e-mail to the author (a thread dated 27-28 Apr. 2012).
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‘Abd Alldh al-Ma’miin (as honorary leader of all al-Mashriq, 193-200 Ar)

Al-Fadl b. Sahl, governor of Khurdasdn
(197/812-3 - 202/817-8 or 203/818-9)

A Zoroastrian converted to Islam by hand of al-Ma’'miin, the influential al-Fadl
b. Sahl was his wazir and commander-in-chief (hence his nickname dhiil-riydsatayn
‘the holder of the two highest positions’. Acting as al-Ma'miin’s deputy governor of
Khurdsan (since 197 or 198 aH), he was suspected in double-dealing and murdered
at Sarakhs in 202/817-18 or 203/818-19 [AL-YA'QUBI 2011: p. 71, 209; ZETTERSTEEN
1927: p. 39].

Samarqand, 198 AH (Fig.34)

A 6-pointed asterisk below field on Obv.; marginal legend replaced by a double
linear rim with a few intermittent crescents and annulets.

Rev. field — juledl (il J1 53 ¥l o ol & mimma amara bihi al-a/mir da
al-riyasatayn / al-‘Abbas;

margin — &£w s s Hled s ki3 o uldd| 108 O 5 duriba hdda al-fals bi-
Samargand and date 198 (in words).

One specimen fixed so far (ex Najaf Coins & Collectibles; image source — [ZeNo:
#77515]; the general type coincides in all comparable details with the description of
two copper pieces unearthed at Persepolis [MILEs 1959: p. 81, nos. 631-32]; however
judging by G. Miles’ descriptions, the most significant parts of the legends (namely
mentions of persons and the mint name) were not preserved on the published finds.

Although positioned on the coin in close sequence, Dhit'l-riyasatayn and
al-‘Abbas are definitely two different persons. The first appellation belongs to
Ma’'min’s wazir and deputy governor al-Fadl b. Sahl who was widely known under
this laqab; as to al-'Abbas, it should be respectively a local officer, probably the then

ruler of Samarqand or a person authorized for coinage supervision.

Ghassdn b. ‘Abbad, governor of Khurdsan
(204/819 - 205/821)

Appointed by al-Ma’'miin in 204/819 in order to ‘improve the bad governorate
of Rajd’ b. Ab'l-Dahhaq’ but dismissed in Shawwal 205/March-April 821 in favour
of Tahir b. al-Husayn [GARDIZI 1991: p. 52; AL-YA'QUBI 2011: pp. 71-72].
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al-Shash, 204 ax (Fig.35)

Obv. below field — 3l Gassan.;

margin — 331 s gl s )l Al J gy, da® (part of Qur’dn, 9:33).

Rev. above field — U li'llah;

margin — (e gl A (LG il 1de o 5 aldl s bismi'llah duriba hada
al-fals bi'l-Sas and date 204 (in words); the hundreds (s s are often reduced to 2 or
3 first letters.

Known since recently [Ko¢NEV 1994: p. 102], the coin is now considered
moderately rare.

Samarqand, 205 AH (Fig.36, a-b)

«JJ above field, tamgha-like sign d (Arabic letter ha ?) below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — (Sle s ol & A3 o ()| 142 & 525 4l oo bismi'llah duriba
hada al-fals bi-Samargand and date 205 (in words); a few distortions are observed in
the date ( ol or ol instead of (ile, sometimes without waw after ).

Rev. margin — aldl ol sle o ol ¥l 4wl & mimma amara bihi al-amir
Gassan b. "Abbad abqahu Allah.

A common type encountered in quantity [MARKOV 1896: p. 42, no. 742; NUTZEL
1898, no. 2212; KoCNEV 1994: pp. 101-02; LowICK 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 846; SHAMMA
1998: p. 335, no.(6)], apparently representing two aliquot denominations, perhaps
somewhat analogous to later ‘adli (full fals) and pashiz (half fals): all legends are the
same, the only distinguishing element, apart from weight and size, is a dot inside
li'llah above the field legend on Rev.; bigger and heavier coins (usually 2g and more,
19-21mm — variant A) are always with that dot, while smaller and lighter ones (up
to 29,16-17.5mm — variant B) never have it. One more discriminating feature
refers to circular inner rims separating the field from marginal legends (linear,
dotted or none at all), just being used in separate dies quite arbitrarily, this element
of coin design is hardly relevant in the typological sense.

Naw([ilkat[h] Zakariya (?), 205 aH (Fig.37)

Obv. field — Kalima-1, &J Layt below; a decorative rim (double-twisted wavy

line between dotted and beaded circles) instead of marginal legend.

Rev. field — Kalima-1TI, 3L Gassan below;
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margin — (1) by o & LS, CS[] o ! 1da o0 4l o bismi’llah
duriba hada al-fals bi-Naw[i]kat Zakariya and date 205 (in words); hundreds of the date
shown as . instead of (nils.

Four specimens known to me in kind, three of which posted on [Zeno: no.
55618]; at least one more piece is reportedly present in a private collection
(Uzbekistan); first mentioned The mint name appears on some of them as
LS, &S 5o, on some others looking more like <SG s . The first part of this quite
uncommon word combination is definitely &S s Nawkat or &S 55 Nawikath'; as to
the second component, U S, or (actually without reasonable alternative options)
U S’ Zakariyd’, it is not fixed in any other written sources; probably the borough
was named in this way after a certain person whose activity had been distinguished
in the eyes of its dwellers, judging by the basic appellation, of Soghdian root. The
whole toponym Nawikat (or rather Navékath)-e Zakariya may be translated as
‘Zacharia’s New town/borough/village’, with =i (properly =¢, otherwise =a¢) in the
capacity of Soghdian suffix for feminine nouns.

The name &J Layt placed on Rev. would also require an identification, just
this task is rather complicated, as no persons appropriate to the case seem to be
mentioned under this name in accessible written sources. It could be a local
functionary — city governor, mayor, praepostor &sim., or else an official endowed
with the right of coining.

Tahir b. al-Husayn b. Mus‘ab al-Biishanji, governor of Khurdsan
(205/821 - 207/822) and later

The Middle Asian coinage of governor Tahir b. al-Husayn and his descendants
holding that post until 259/873 is not reviewed here (see above), in part because it
obviously deserves a separate study, for which no more space is left in this article...

' The alternative reading of the mint name, Tunket (or Tiinkath) [KOCHNEV 1994: p. 102;
ATAKHODZAEV 1998: p. 16] is now renounced as less consistent in favour of Nawkat [Bates 2011: p. 3].
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MORE PUZZLES TO SOLVE
(Addition to List A. Coin types with incomplete or unreliable attribution)

Bukhard, [1]xx(?) aH (Fig.38)

Unique so far (1.96g, 16-18mm; in the author’s private collection), the coin
belongs to the most enigmatic Transoxanian issues for the moment.

Obv. margin — () ... & |, o (¢) U (o bismillah (?) duriba bi-
Buhara fi sanah wa (?) and uncertain date.

Rev. margin — > e () Sopl/ W1/ L )l o > ¥l & | amara bihi al-
amir hdlid b. al-<..> (?) — a quite ambiguous portion, ending very likely with ;> (s
sittin gaz ‘sixty [of these coppers are] acceptable [for a dirham]’.

Heavy mechanical damage having affected the most significant places of coin
legends, unfortunately, prevents this important specimen from adequate definition.
The letter after aw. is by all features a waw, so the cited grapheme, otherwise
normally perceived in this position as &w ‘year’, looks here more like a unit of the
date, namely ... s azw sittah wa-<...>, just as if it represented the remnant of the date
[1]x6 (7). The second part of amir’s name cited on Rev. is badly distorted,
apparently through illiterate carving, but by overall apprearance 1 would dare
surmise here a broken . 51, and thus relate the item to the coinage of governor
Khdlid b. Ibrdhim; in such case, however, reading the date as [1]x6 is hardly possible,
— sure unless it should be another Khélid, which is tantamount here: the name >
(resp. M) is shown on this coin without alif, unlike all other coin types definitely
related to Khalid b. Ibrahim’s reign (see above).

Far[ghd]nah (?), 204 AH

J¢~ Sahlbelow Rev.

Obv. margin — (nu s @)l L B[] Luddl s O o Al o~ bismillah duriba
hada al-fals bi-Far[gaJnah and date 204 (in words);

Rev. margin — alJl sl sle o s ¥l 4 ol & mimma amara bihi al-amir
Gassan b. ‘Abbad abqahu Allah.

A unique description given in [LAvoIx 1887: p. 442, no. 1596] fits well to the
known issues of Ghassan b. ‘Abbad (see above) and could actually match the
existing coin type, just the questionable reading of the mint name by H. Lavoix
himself, strengthened by the unclear image on PI. IX and especially the absolute
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absence of similar examples findable till now among the abundant coin finds
throughout Middle Asia, compels us to refrain thus far from perceiving with full
confidence the idea about the fabrication of this fals in Farghana proper.
Haflt]dih (?), 205 aH (Fig.39)

«JJ above field, tamgha-like sign o (Arabic letter ha ?) below field on Rev.

Obv. margin — (1) ety (e & (€) Lhi> © uadsl 148 5 Al s ismillah
duriba hada al-fals bi-H.f.d.[h](?) and date 205 (in words); graphic deviations
throughout the legend.

Rev. margin — aldl ol sl op ol Nl & | amara bihi al-amir Gassan b.
‘Abbad abgahu Alldh.

At first glance, the mint name (something like |\4> or s 14>) seems to be clear
enough on the perfectly preserved unique specimen, yet the entire marginal legend
looks so heavily blundered that it cannot afford a univocal reading. The only
version I could set forth is Haftdeh or Haftdih (normally s A2s , though shown on the
coin in a different way), bearing in mind a small town in Fergana, known as coin-
producing centre in the late 10™ century [KocNEV 2001: p.67-68; KOCNEV 2006: p.44,
132).0n the other hand, the overall coin type, including all Arabic legends, is very
similar to the copper coinage of Samarqand in the name of Ghassan b.'Abbad (see
above); so unless turning out a terminally spoiled A3 o , its minting place must
have been anyway not too far from it.

al-Tarband, no date (Fig.40)

Obv. margin — &, UalU il 1 o .5 duriba hdda al-fals bi’l-Tarband.
Rev. margin — s o dlloe ¥ 6L bi-amr al-amir "Abd Allah b. Muhammad.

Three specimens are placed on [ZeNo: %65765] 6995 11 702401; the overall
‘archaic’” appearance of this interesting coin type, looking rather like an Umayyad

one, alongside the absence of date in its legends, leaves no chance to specify the
real time of its fabrication.

The toponym al-Tarband is conventionally admitted as the ancient name of
later Otrar, capital of the Pardb region located in the basin of Sir Darya River (now
in South Kazakhstan). According to some sources, [al-]Tarband or Turdrband
(presumably from ancient Turkic Kangti Tarban) was once a capital of the vast Shash
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region; the latest and most comprehensive survey of written evidence on the topic
see in [KAMOLIDDIN 2006: p. 57, 80].

No mint name, no date (Fig.41)

Cast. Linear rims on both sides.

Obv. field — U1 NI /I Y lailahailla Allah;

marginal legend undecipherable.

Rev. field — & (€) el & ¥ /su>5 wahduhu la Sarika lahu (slightly distorted but
generally legible);

margin — ... ' e Y| al-amir Muhammad b. <...> (7).

No reference; reportedly acquired in early 1990s from a Tashkent seller. Image

and general data courtesy — N.N. Ivanov (Moscow).

No mint name, no date

Rough casting.

Obv. field — alJl Alldh in a beaded rim;

margin — Jsw, e U1 Y1 JIY I ildha illa Alldh Muhammad rasul.

Rev. field — (€)[s] & h.m.r or h.m.z[ah] (?), three dots below;

margin — ... ($) e o¥l as [ol] [amara] bihi al-amir <..> (?)

Known in relative quantity but hardly ever published; reportedly originating
from Shash region (Kanka, the ancient site of Kharashket) [Zeno: directory

|http:/ /www.zeno.ru/ showgallery.php?cat=8371|], also in a few private collections
(Russia). The name Hamr (Hamz[ah] or otherwise) remains unidentified.

No mint name, no date (Fig.42)

Anonymous, cast.

Obv. field, in 4 lines — B /sl 55/l o /1N IIY lailahailla
A/llah ni'ma al-qadir Allah wa / sittin bi-dirham; all in beaded circle without a marginal
legend.

Rev. field, 2 lines — all J s/ ; s Al e bismi'llah muhammad rasal Allah; no
marginal legend around.

No references. Two pieces, reportedly unearthed in the Surkhan Darya region

(ancient Saghdniyan). Image and general data from a private collection (Russia).
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B. UNCONFIRMABLE ATTRIBUTIONS

Bukhard, 138 AH

The initial referent, [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p.68, no. 696], communicates only
partial information: “Fals of the same year [=138 as in the previous description
no. 695. — V.N.] from Bukhara (|,>x0). In the Imper. Hermit[age]”, providing no
information about the coin legends. In [ZaMBAUR 1968: p. 67] the date 138 is noticed
for ‘Bukhdrd’ without any references or comments. The fals in question was
regarded doubtful as early as in [FRYE 1949: p. 35, note 123]; see also [Lowick 1996:
p. 382-83, no. 817; SHAMMA 1998: p. 327, no.(1)]. Upon my request, a search of this
fals was undertaken by Mr. Vyacheslav Kuleshov in the State Hermitage collection,
however without result: “The ‘Bukhara 138’ fals is most likely a result of
misreading: such coin type was absent in the Hermitage collection in 1896 and did
not emerge later. It is neither indicated in Vasmer’s catalogue nor fixed elsewhere.

Judging by [the composition of ] the collection, the copper coinage of Bukhara

proper should have commenced in 143 an (19 pieces available) <...>”*.

Tirmidh/ Saghaniyan, 139 A

Reference: [SHAMMA 1998: p. 337, no. (1)], without any details, ostensibly with
the names of Khalid b. “Abd Allah and Muhammad b. Tahir (?!) — the whole passage
looks like an overt mistake and hardly needs a special explanation.

Bukhdrd, 13x AH

Reference: British Museum collection [LANE-PooLE 1875: p. 191, no. 80]. The
date was read as 1xx, so perhaps 13x could be admissible, just only if the rest of the
type features had been correctly described, which doesn’t look any convincing
because of almost complete obliteration of the coin.

Bukhadrd, 140 AH
Rev. margin — vw | jol o de ¥l gagllids S CadNl .. <.>al-ASatfi
wildyat al-Mahdi al-amir Muhammad b. amir al-mu’minin.

Reference: British Museum collection, 1905 unregistered [Lowick 1996: p. 382,
no. 818; TREADWELL 2006]. Al-Mahdi was not appointed governor of the Mashriq

¢ V. Kuleshov’s personal e-mail to the author, dated 27 Apr. 2012.
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until 141, so the probability is that either the date on this coin was mistakenly
engraved or it has been misread. Its legends are similar to the Bukhdran fals of 143

AH (see above).
Saghdniydn, 140 H (?)

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 837], mentioning as a source of
information [RTVELADZE 1985: pp. 38-40], — in all probability a result of

misunderstanding the Russian text where no such combination of mint and date is
present at all.

Akhsikath, 144 ax

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 816], based on [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p.
73, no. 732], — regarded as suspicious by [FRYE 1949: pp. 35-36], also by [ZamBAUR
1968: p. 38, note 2]; no real coins with this combination of mint and date have ever
come to light.

Bukhdrd, 144 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 821], based on [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p.
73, no. 731], — “in the Imperial Hermitage. Handwritten catalogue by M. Brosset”;
no details were given by the first publisher and no real specimens emerged ever
since anywhere, including the Hermitage collection as well.
Bukhard, 145 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 822], based on [ANS: no. 1917.215.65],
— now confirmed as dated 143: “Identified by Nicholas Lowick as 145, but this is
unlikely: the coin is identical to the issue of 143 and the inscription supports this
date””.

Bukhara (?), 146 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 824], based on [RTVELADZE 1985: p. 38,
table, nos. 3-4], — an interrogatory assumption in the Russian original, now proven

as related to the copper issue of al-Saghaniyan, 148 (see above).

7 See {:http://numismatics.org/collection/1917.2 15.65:}.
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Bukhara, 147 aH

Reference: [ZAMBAUR 1968: p. 67], without any additional information — seems
to be nothing but a misprint for 143.

Samarqand, 149 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 841], based on [FAHMI 1965: no. 2748,
pl. 88], “misread [as] Khizana Halab, 146” — both definitions look like highly
suspicious and ultimately erroneous.

Bukhdra, 14x A

Image source — [ZENO: #36026], — now reattributed as related to the common
type dated 143 aH (see above). The item was used in my PPT presentation of the
paper to the 3™ Assemani Symposium in Rome, where I presented its Rev. marginal
legend as seemingly containing the name % Y| al-amir Yahyd (however,
doubtful from the very beginning), which in fact turned to be a half-cut
[l ids] & il without .Y, normally preceding al-Ash‘ath’s name on
the fuliis of Bukhara struck in 143 AH.

Samarqand, 151 AH

Image source — [ALBUM 2011b: item No. 114990 (lot 306)], — evidently an
erroneous reading of the mint name, which is actually Bukhara, 151 aH (see above).

Samarqand, 154 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 843], based on [TIESENHAUSEN 1873:
p. 87, no. 836], citing BARTHOLOMAEI, ‘Lettre a M. Soret’, p- 33, no. 53, tab. I, no. 7; the
entry was reported as essentially the same as the preceding item 835 from
Nihawand, just save for the three small annulets instead of two below field on Rev.
Taking into account a fairly broad hint at the similarity in all other details, logically
implied by such ‘description’, we must admit that its attribution was erroneous per
se, since it is hardly impossible even in theory to admit the full coincidence of
legends with specific name(s) of local official(s) on the coins of two mints, so distant
from each other. Therefore my opinion is that either J. Bartholomaei or depending
on him W. Tiesenhausen could merely confuse between the mint names, similar to
some extent in graphic shape (43 o and Lslgs ), especially if those had certain

defects on the coins.
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Khwarizm, 154 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 384-85, no. 848], based on [TIESENHAUSEN 1873:
p. 87, no. 837], — seems to be Lowick’s plain misunderstanding, as W. Tiesenhausen
had clearly attributed the item as struck at Dabil (Caucasia): “®enbcs 154 roga, ussb
Hebus”,

Bukhdrd, 155 AH

Reference: [Lowick 1996: pp. 382-83, no. 826], based on [MarKov 1896: p. 19, no.
141], — “R.Vasmer and L.G. Dobrovolsky had reportedly read the date on this
specimen as 185”**, According to V. Kuleshov’s notice”, the basic inventory of the
Hermitage collection now contains a record of this piece as Bukhara, 185 AH (inv.
no. OH-B-M-2920), whereas the very coin is absolutely similar to the other
specimens of this single-year type with the specific names ‘Ali b. Isa and Sa'id b.
Ga'far.
Samarqand, 186 AH

Reference: [MAssoN 1933: p.105], — without description or any other details; so
most likely a wrong attribution.

Khujandah (Khojend), 194 ax

Reportedly with the names of 4s3 » Hartamah [b. A'yan] and Py Na'im (or
Nu‘aym); no further details forwarded.

References: [ATAKHODZAEV 1998: p. 15], supported with the author’s quick note
of alleged V. Kalinin’s oral communication (late 1990s).
Bukhdra, 197 A

Rev. J=2dl al-fadl below field, other legends reportedly worn out.

References: [TIESENHAUSEN 1873: p.185, no. 1665], citing SORET, ‘Lettre & M. Dorn’,
p. 15, no. 10; [SHAMMA 1998: p. 330, no.(14)], showing the date as 197/9. The item has
never been confirmed anywhere.

'® K. Kravtsov’s personal e-mail to the author, dated 21 Apr. 2012.
V. Kuleshov’s personal e-mail to the author, dated 27 Apr. 2012.
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al-Shash, 199 ax

A misty discourse in [SHAMMA 1998: p. 339, no.(1)] with no clearer reference to
Tabatiba’i; no trace of such copper item or even a slightest hint at its existence has
ever been found anywhere. The only explanation seems logical if Mr. Shamma
mistook for a copper fals the reference to a silver dirham struck at al-Shash in that
year [LOWICK 1996: p. 298-9, nos. 2743-44].

CONCLUSION

Now we can see that the copper coinage in the north-easternmost regions of
the ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the 2™ - early 3™ cts. A was not sporadic and occasional
as it could have seemed before when we were only aware of about half dozen
separate fals types produced at two or three coin-minting centres. Whether any
regional copper coin issues in Transoxiana could be defined as strictly Islamic
during the Umayyad domination (viz. prior to 132/750) is not certain thus far; on
the contrary, the ensuing ‘Abbasid coinage looks more or less systematic, internally
coherent, rather regular and apparently massive enough, and in the quantitative
sense it seems to expose no fundamental difference from similar systems of small
change money supply in the central parts of the Arab caliphate. In the qualitative
sense, however, — political, administrative, actually cognitive in general, providing
so many names of provincial and local officials, combined for the most part with
attributable places and exact dates, sometimes even showing respectively
localizable signs of property (tamghas), it looks much more informative than any

other regional set of copper fuliis from the early ‘Abbasid period.
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Fig.25
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Hlustrations:

Fig.1. Pre-Islamic coin issues of Transoxanian mints:
a) Bukhara, ruler Asbar (date uncertain). Image source — ZENO: #21134;
b) Samarqgand, ikhshid Turghar (SMIRNOVA 1981: pp. 198-217, nos. 519-656, type II).
Image source — ZENO: #41898;
¢) Chach, Kabarna principality, unknown ruler (7-8" ct.). Image source — ZENO:
#15633;
d) Otrar, unknown ruler (c. 700 cE). Image source — ZENO: #20482.
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Fig.2.

Fig.3.

Fig.4.

Fig.5.
Fig.6.
Fig.7.

Fig.8.

Fig.9.

Earliest Islamic coin issues of Transoxanian mints:

a) Kesh, dihqan Ikhrid (mid-8" ct.; [SMIRNOVA 1981: pp. 416-17, nos. 1661-66)). Image
source — ZENO: #14025;

b) Kesh (?), sixty to a dirham’, (mid-8" ct.; [SMIRNOVA 1981: pp. 420-21, nos. 1677-81]).
Image source — ZENO: #71836;

¢) Bukhara or Paykand, local Arab tributaries (8" ct.; ‘sixty to a dirham’). Image
source — ZENO: #30440;

d) No mint, no date; cast (8" ct.; ‘sixty to a dirham’). Image source — ZENO: #91060.

e) Paykand, with ‘dancing man’ tamgha (8" ct.). Image source — ZENO: #29610;

f) Nasaf, local Arab tributaries (8" ct.). Image source — ZENO: #46921.

No mint, no date, Qutayba b. Muslim (c. 90/709-96/715), one hundred twenty to a dirham.
Image source — ZENO: #13823.

No mint, 133-136 AH, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muslim (Abii Muslim):
a) 134 aH, Image source — author’s private collection;

b) 135 AH. Image source — ZENO: #14023;

¢) 136 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Note: common Rev.

No mint, 139 AH, Khalid b. Ibradhim. Image source — ZENO: #79762.

No mint, no date, Khalid b. Ibrahim. Image source — ZENO: #111360.

No mint, no date, ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. ‘Abd al-Rahmdn. Image source — a private
collection (Russia).

al-Saghaniyan, 142 AH:

a) variant A (lozenge with closed angles);

b) variant B (concave open-ended cartouche). Both images from a private collection
(Russia).

Tirmidh, 142 AH:

a) variant A (regular full-line ring);

b) variant B (uneven beaded ovals). Both images from the author’s collection.

Fig.10. Bukhara, 143 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.11. Samarqand, 143 AH. Image source — ZENO: #25210.

Fig.12. Samarqand, 144 aH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.13. al-Saghdniydn, 146 AH. Image source — a private collection (Russia).

Fig.14. Bukhara, 148 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.15. al-Saghdniyan (?), 148 AH. Image source — ZENO: #50418.

Fig.16. al-Shash, 149 AH. Image source — ZENO: #25208.
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Fig.17. Bukharad, 151 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.18. [al-]Saghdniydn, 153 AH. Image source — courtesy of A. AtakhodZaev (Samarkand).
Fig.19. Samarqand, 153 AH. Image source — R. Cannito’s collection (USA), no. is-1834.
Fig.20. al-Saghdniyan, 155 AH. Image source — a private collection (Russia).

Fig.21. Nasaf, 157/9 AH. Image source — ZENO: #102443.

Fig.22. No mint, no date. Hashim wasiyy Abi Muslim (al-Muqanna’). Image source — ZENO:
#57386.

Fig.23. Bukharad, 151 AH. Image source — author’s collection.
Fig.24. al-Sagh[an]iyan(?), 166 AH. Image source — ZENO: #93027.

Fig.25. Samarqand, 172 AH:
a) subtype A. Image source — ZENO: #74992;
b) subtype B (with the name Fath). Image source — ZENO: #75011.

Fig.26. Kish, 173 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.27. Bukhard, 173 aH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.28. No mint, 174 AH, Yahyd b. Mu‘adh. Image source — author’s collection.
Fig.29. al-Khuttal, 177 AH. Image source — ZENO: #93025.

Fig.30. Bukhard, 185 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.31. Binkath, 186 AH. Image source — ZENO: #42076.

Fig.32. Bukharad, 190 AH. Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.33. Bukhard, 194 AH. Image source — State Hermitage, Numismatic Department,
inv. no. OH-B-M-2948.

Fig.34. Samarqand, 198 AH. Image source — ZENO: #77515.
Fig.35. al-Shash, 204 AH. Image source — ZENO: #42415.

Fig.36. Samarqand, 205 AH:
a) variant A, bigger flan with a dot inside lilldh on Rev. Image source — Zeno:
#75009;
b) variant B, smaller flan without dot inside li’lldh. Image source — R. Cannito’s
collection (USA), no. is-6322.

Fig.37. Nawl[ilkat[h] Zakariya (?), 205 AH. Image source — ZENO: #55618.

Fig.38. Bukhard, [1]xx (?), Khdlid b. <..> (?). Image source — author’s collection.

Fig.39. Haflt]dih (?), 205 AH. Image source — ZENO: #70610.

Fig.40. al-Tarband, no date, al-amir ‘Abd Alldh b. Muhammad. Image source — ZENO: #69951.
Fig.41. No mint name, no date. Image source — N.N. Ivanov’s collection (Moscow).

Fig.42. No mint name, no date. Image source — a private collection (Russia).



