
158

Working group “orange”
Danube youth – Danube Future

abStraCt

The proposed international project aims at developing a solid data body on environmental values of young 
people and their possible connection to the environmental history of their region. During the project not 
only the methodology of measuring the environmental values will be adjusted and tested and the values 
measured, but also a policy material with research summary and recommendations on how to work with 
the results on the policy level will be developed. This material will be further communicated on the rel-
evant policy level in the context of the involved countries (Czech Republic, Albania, Bulgaria, Slovenia, 
Serbia), located in the Danube river basin. 
We argue that the environmental values of young people can be worked upon when designing the educa-
tional, employment and environmental policies on both national and international level. Similar research 
and policy action can be found in western countries, however no comparable activities are currently 
performed in Central and Eastern Europe.
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InTRoDUCTIon

through this project we want to understand how and to what extent does the 
youth of five eastern and central european countries value the natural herit-
age of their region. many Western countries including usa, germany, austria 
have surveyed their citizens attitudes to environment state and changes with 
the general aim to work upon the results on the policy level. We adress the 
individual value system (i.e. set of ethical values) towards nature and gain a 
better understanding of about how these might bolster or hamper the imple-
mentation of policies targeting the environmental change through education, 
employment or resource use. in particular the project adresses the environ-
mental values of youth (people from 15 to 24 years old according to the defini-
tion of unesco) as this social group is seen as an important driving force in 
the future transition to sustainable development.

measuring environmental values (the value ascribed to various structures 
and processes in nature, the level of connectedness and identification people 
feel with the natural environment they live) is a standing scientific challenge in 
itself, to which solution this projects tries to contribute by adjusting and testing 
the measurement methodology. as culture is an essential part of attitutedes 
towards the environment, since cultures instill people with values, especially 
through socialization and education, further the variation found in values will 
be interpreted in the light of environmental historic background characterized 
by a group of socio-economic variables. a standing presumption that citizens of 
central and eastern european countries are facing more pressing concerns in-
cluding low standard of living, unemployment or health care, while the environ-
mental issues might have been undervalued as well as a hypothesis about the 
possible transition to the post-materialistic society in this region will be tested.

the project also concentrates on the problem of undeveloped science-
policy interface providing a ways for transfer of the found knowledge to the 
policy makers. during the project the research results will be summarized in a 
form, which could be understood on the policy makers level, accompanyed by 
recommendations how and in which context can the knowledge about environ-
metnal values of youth be used and what for. such material will than be trans-
lated to languages of the project countries and communicated to policy makers 
on both the international and national level through a series of workshop. 

We argue that the environmental and educational institutions, relevant 
ministries and ngos which are actively engaged in the transition to sustain-
able development of the region may benefit from better knowledge about 
possible risks and opportunities arising from environmental values of public, 
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whom they adress and use such knowledge to improve the educational-envi-
ronmental standards and procedures employed.

ThE lInkS To ICPRS anD hoRIZon 2020 ChallEnGES 

the research project addresses the horizon 2020 working program “europe in 
a changing World- inclusive, innovative and reflective societies” and at the 
same time refers to the topics of icPrd (the international commission for the 
Protection of the danube river) initiative. 

While the icPrd concentrates on the achieving the sustainable develop-
ment in danube region, the h2020 working program in question concentrates 
on developing and implementing new ideas, strategies and governance struc-
tures which would among other achieve a greater participation of the young 
generation in an innovative, inclusive and sustainable europe development. 
the specific call addressed is Young-4-2015: the young as a driver of social 
change. the research done with support of this particular call is expected to 
provide important insights into the young people perspectives of socio-eco-
logical transition of europe. it should enhance the knowledge about young 
adults in europe, their values, norms, expectations needs and political ambi-
tions. the research should further contribute to public policies designed to 
meet the challenge of transition into a more sustainable economic, political 
and social model that would at the same time respond to the needs and expec-
tations of young people. at the same time it should identify the areas where 
education could play a role in shaping attitudes of young people towards the 
necessary evolution of our lifestyles.

the projects concentrates on how the environemntal values of the young-
er generation across the part of danube river basin can be worked upon by 
education, environmental and social policy makers in order to safeguard the 
natural resources for the future generation while taking into consideration the 
concerns and motivations of its citizens. today´s youth will become ultimate-
ly the decision-makers of the future.the research project focuses on ways 
how to measures the environmental values and besides the actual survey of 
these values and their link to environmental histories and socio-economic 
and cultural factors the project also focuses on communicating of the find-
ings to relevant policy makers. We argue that the environmental, educational 
and social institutions operating in the public and non-governmental sphere of 
governance may benefit from the developed tool when adressing the younger 
generation in search for the ways to harmonize economic, social and environ-
mental needs.
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 STaTE oF ThE aRT

next chapters will provide the reader with the background concerning the 
environmental values measurement, the history of their use on policy level as 
well as the project geographical context of these values.

enVironmental Values

Values are trans-situational goals that serve as guiding principles in the life 
of a person. they indicate degree of importance given to other people, things, 
processes, concepts and actions or in general of the various aspects of the 
environment a person interacts with. there are many classifications regarding 
their nature, origin, durability and changeability. science has demonstrated 
that values influence people’s actions (kluckhohn 1951; rokeach 1973) at least 
to some degree. 

the place a natural environment has in the value system of a person is con-
ceptualised in several different ways. one conceptualisation focuses on the 
so called nature connectedness – the extent that an individual includes nature 
as part of his identity. We argue, that if we could make nature a part of youth’s 
identity it would be easier to develop positive values and attitudes towards na-
ture. nature connectedness has three main components: cognitive (it refers to 
how integrated one feels with nature, i.e. connectedness), affective (it refers 
to the individual’s sense of care for nature, i.e. caring) and behavioral (it refers 
to the individual’s commitment to protect the natural environment, i.e. commit-
ment) component (schultz 2002). the basic premise is simple – if an individual 
feels connected to nature he or she may be more inclined to care about nature. 
this relationship with nature or natural environment can also be understood 
through the concept of biophilia hypothesis which states that humans have a 
desire to be near nature (Wilson 1984). also, the field of ecopsychology can be 
useful because it explores how we develop emotional bonds with nature (e.g. 
fisher 2002) as can be environmental psychology. 

also, it is important to mention contingent valuation which refers to a 
method used to estimate the value of something to a person by asking a hypo-
thetical question about its value. in that sense contingent value method can 
be used to measure the „nonuse“ values of natural resources, and the harm 
to these resources, for purpose of public decision making and the assessment 
of liability. the nonuse values of natural resources include the worth of these 
resources to future generations, as well as the utility of the mere existence 



162

of the resources to individuals (even if they never see or experience the re-
sources in any immediate way).

environmental psychologists also usually make a distinction between ego-
istic, altruistic and biospheric values. egoistic values are endorsed by people 
who almost always consider costs and benefits for them personally. Biospher-
ic values reflect a concern for the quality of nature and environment for its 
own sake while altruistic reflect a concern with the welfare of other human 
beings – these kinds of values are likely to promote pro-environmental behav-
ior, although sometimes they may come into conflict.

We need to take into account so called value-action gap which occurs 
when the values or attitudes of an individual do not correlate to actions. this 
problem is important in the field of environmental geography because there 
often exists a gap between the high value people place on the natural environ-
ment and the relatively low level of action taken by individuals to tackle with 
environmental problems. overcoming this gap is important for environmental 
policies because we are trying to modify behavior towards the environment 
(kollmus and agyeman 2002).

maybe the most effective means to bridge the value-action gap is to trans-
late environmental concern into pro-environmental behavior and that can be 
achieved through dissemination of information. that is why many environmen-
tal policies are based on information deficit model – it is assumed that knowl-
edge on certain important issues will lead people to act in order to meet policy 
objectives (Blake 1999).

enVironmental Values Worked uPon on the PolicY leVel

the following chapter summarizes various eixsting broad surveys focused on 
the environemntal values and behaviors. most of these have been done in the 
Western countries yet can serve as an example both in the way they were 
performed, the results and their policy adjustment purpose.

according to a euro-Barometer survey published by the university in 
luneburg in germany which inquired young people aged between 15-24 years 
and measured environmental attitudes/preferences, the subject groups fig-
ured out reducing energy consumption (70%) as the most crucial point with 
regard to sustainability development. another 47% of the sample regards 
waste separation also as a priority in their daily-life. only one of four of them 
opts for political participation in environmental-friendly issues and consent 
to act in resolving topics related to sustainable development. 22, 5% of those 
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polled comprehend sustainable development as a minor problem in the policy 
attitude-agenda1. 

upon questioning of the german federal government polled among 1071 
adolescents in 2011, more than 60% pointed out that there is a lack of educa-
tional training within the school system. the authors of the survey draw the 
conclusion that young people without any environmental background in their 
childhood and youth are less engaged and motivated to take part in environ-
mental-related decision making processes and do not consider sustainable 
development and national heritage as a value. one out of three of the surveyed 
adolescents were unable to get on with the term “sustainable development”2. 
the study “Youth-Values-future” published by the federal state Baden-Wurt-
temberg in 2004 (conducted questionnaires) includes among other things that 
sustainable development and environment have been rated low as a set of 
preferences expressed by the interviewed person. 

the research study (in-depth interviews) conducted by the haW3 widens 
the horizon of how sustainable development, environment/climate protection 
is perceived among young people in eight european magapolises by providing 
interesting data and graphs4. Young people in Warsaw, zurich and hamburg 
ranked high the prospect nuclear power phase-out (53-60%), adolescents in 
Barcelona (97%), trondheim, zurich and Brussels (90%), Warsaw (85%), Paris 
(83%), hamburg (81%), Vienna (61%) consider “environment/climate protec-
tion” and “sustainable development” as vitally important values for them5. the 
support for renewable energy is widely recognized as important issue for a 
significant part of the young people: 96% in trondheim, 92% in hamburg and 
zurich, 85% in Barcelona, 84% in Brussels and Warsaw, 73% in Paris, and 56% 
in Vienna. as a preference of great significance for their future young people 
across the eu cite as an example environmental-friendly short-distance traf-
fic (82% from those polled), eco-cars (75%), garbage disposal and recycling 
(81%), dissipating excess energy (76%). 

another important study which deals with environmental values had been 
conducted in the us in 2006 and covered 1,506 completed questionnaires (40% 
response rate)6. key findings of the us survey (as applicable to our research) 

1  http://www.focus.de/immobilien/wohnen/umwelt-nachhaltigkeit-und-umweltschutz-
wichtig-fuer-jugendliche_aid_837200.html.
2  http://www.bwstiftung.de/uploads/tx_ffbwspub/jugend_werte_zukunft.pdf.
3  hochschule für angewandte Wissenschaften, hamburg.
4  http://www.spiegel.de/fotostrecke/umwelt-umfrage-was-die-staedte-gruener-macht-
fotostrecke-76253 16.html.
5  the total result accounts for 85% approval within the eight european cities (for the above 
mentioned topics as hugely important for the participants).
6  http://ecoamerica.typepad.com/blog/files/ecoamerica_aevs_report.pdf.
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could be aggregated in the following way: environmental responsibility has 
become more personal, american`s environmental concerns are as european 
divergent and polarized, indifference towards environment and sustainable 
development should not be underestimated as factor among some groups  
in the us. 

the conclusion of all these polls pronounces distinctly that youth in europe 
envisions itself as vulnerable to environmental risk.

socio-economic context

We assume that environmental values might differ across the project countries, 
because of their different cultural and socio-economic context. to achieve 
this, it is important to pinpoint the relevant socio-economical and cultural fac-
tors that affect the environmental values. the idea behind this is that socio 
economic heterogeneity carry different message that need to be considered 
during policy design for natural heritage protection. the countries’ different 
socio geographic situation constitutes the concrete focal point where natural 
forces, social relations and human meanings overlap and influence their way 
of thinking and shape environmental values. Past research has shown that 
certain social and demographic variables tend to have a positive influence on 
environmentalism. 

nevertheless, the situation in the various countries of the region differs 
considerably. from the observations of the table of gdP per capita we realize 
that slovenia and czech republic are quite distant from the other countries 
taken into consideration. they have a distinct higher gdP per capita, they are 
more developed and have better standards of living, while albania, serbia and 
Bulgaria have lower gdP per capita.

Table of GDP per capita* 2009 2010 2011 2012

Albania 3,846 3,764 4,109 4,000

Bulgaria 6,403 6,335 7,287 6,978

Czech Republic 18,806 18,867 20,580 18,683

Serbia 5,498 5,073 5,964 5,190

Slovenia 24,051 22,898 24,478 22,000

*  the World Bank – Working for a World free of Poverty 2012
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generally, research has found that higher income levels are associated with 
higher levels of environmentalism. herrera argues that people of higher in-
come levels are more accustomed to living in healthy environments (herrera, 
1992). hence, they have beliefs that support environmental protection. even 
this correlation might not be so straightforward, it might be attributed to the 
higher educational rates that generally wealthier people achieve (mcmillan 
et al., 1997). several studies have found that higher levels of education have 
a positive effect on environmentalism since education exposes a person to a 
broad range of ideas and beliefs and, thus, encourages a more liberal-minded 
perspective. the place of residence is also important in the influence it has in 
the environmental attitudes. according to the studies residence in an urban 
area is generally associated with greater environmentalism. 

the countries included in the project (albania, Bulgaria, czech republic, 
serbia, slovenia) were confronted with a historical development after WWii, 
which resulted in a not too different, yet country-specific economic, political 
and social situation and environmental problems. With a general trend to tack-
le these problems in a more holistic level, from local to global, the solutions 
require international perspective. in accordance of current theoretical land-
scape-ecology, planning data and theory the natural protection perspective 
concentrates on natural functional units like danube region. these countries 
have important natural resources and rich biodiversity, which contain rich po-
tential economic benefits for the region and they need effective environment 
protection policies in order to respect the pillars of sustainable development. 
the cooperation of this region’s countries is thus of vital importance for solu-
tions of these problems.

Post-socialistic countries have a shorter tradition and experience in bal-
ancing the everlasting expansion of material needs of their inhabitants on one 
hand and the respect for the natural heritage (environmental ethic) on the 
other hand, like the modern Western, more developed societies. this is dem-
onstrated, for example, in the environmental protection history of these coun-
tries. While the start of environmental movement in north america is dated to 
19th century in the area of our project the development of environmental activ-
ism was inhibited (or ruptured) by the state control of citizens political activi-
ties and only started after the change of the regime. the longer environmental 
movement tradition results also in a greater amount of monitoring and analysis 
of the relationship between the environmental status, environmental activism, 
environmental values and behavior in the Western countries. the production 
and analysis of such data are crucial for bolstering the environmental protec-
tion and there is the lack of comparable data on the level of countries of cen-
tral and eastern european region.
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activating the youth is an important part of the project since there is a re-
lationship between environment attitudes and socio-demographic variables, 
but it is also important because these countries are facing a large wave of 
labor migration. some of the demographic trends noted in these countries in 
the course of the last decade are a cause for deep concern: falling population 
in absolute figures, decline in life expectancy, drop in the fertility rate, higher 
mortality rate, ageing of the population, deterioration of the health situation. 
these demographic trends constitute a risk for their human resources which 
on the other side represent a very important actor in developing and enhanc-
ing the natural and cultural resources of their heritage.

ThE PRoBlEM SUMMaRy/RESEaRCh qUESTIonS/

how can we summarize the problem adressed through the actions of this  
project? 

firstly the project focuses on what do we know about the youth of our 
countries- about their value system? can we assume that their natural herit-
age is given some value by them? Which parts of it and in what particular cul-
tural, socio-economic or individual settings and under what circumstances? 
do the young people of our countries actually care for the environment? if so, 
what are the roots and forms of their concern? if not, what could we possibly 
do to change it?

secondly the project focuses on the problems of the science-policy inter-
face, especially the lack of communication between social scientists and poli-
cy makers. through the project the communication gap between the research 
aimed at better understanding of the human-nature relationship and the action 
needed for achieve sustainable development will be analysed.

ThE PoSSIBlE SolUTIon

in order to achieve a more sustainable future of danube region an interna-
tional group of scientists coming from countries across the danube river basin 
(czech republic, albania, Bulgaria, serbia and slovenia) and skilled in disci-
plines of environmental ethics, human geography, sociology and policy analy-
sis came together with a strategy.

this strategy developed further in this project focuses on building a solid 
data body about environmental values of young people (the values they as-
cribe to various structures and processes in nature, the level of connected-
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ness and identification they feel with the natural environment they live in and 
others) of our countries. While similar surveys were performed in western 
hemisphere countries there is no such work done in our region. 

another vital part of the strategy is addressing the communication gap be-
tween academics and relevant stakeholders of their work. this gap will be 
overarched by developing and disseminating (on country and international 
level) a policy material on what are the environmental values, how can we 
measure them and why and in which policy contexts these data sets could be 
used in addressing the youth to become a vital and active part in sustainable 
development of our region.

the development of the data body would thus have direct benefits on both 
academic and general public. firstly the existing environmental values meas-
urement techniques developed mostly in western countries would be tested 
thus the project would contribute to the methodic used for such measurement. 
secondly the hypothesis whether the variance in the environmental values 
can be linked to the existing socio-demographical and cultural differences 
and similarities among our countries, would be tested.

to address the problem of communication gap between academics and 
relevant stakeholders of their work a summarizing policy document would be 
developed presenting the result of the survey (the environmental values of 
youth in our region, whether, how and to what extent are these connected to 
socio-demographic factors) and recommendations on how the environmental 
values survey data can be worked upon on the policy level in our specific 
country contexts. the stress would be on developing a comprehensive and 
understandable material consisting of survey summary together with the 
country and international level policy recommendations which could be trans-
lated in the languages of our countries and communicated on international 
and country level (international and country workshops targeting the educa-
tion and environmental policy makers and youth leaders).

ThE lInk To IMPRoVEMEnT oF naTURal hERITaGE anD SUSTaI-
naBlE DEVEloPMEnT oF DanUBE REGIon

through the project the complex psycho-social relationships the young people 
have with their natural environment will be better understood. investigation of 
various ways by which a human psyche is formed and connected to the state 
of nature and its changes may help the human race to better conceptualise 
how we see ourself in the context of the natural heritage that surrounds us. 
in particular the questions about whether humans feel connected to, identify 
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themselves with, are concerned about the state or changes of various struc-
tures and processes in nature. in general the research made during the pro-
ject may help us identify how young people of our region want to live within 
the other species and our abiotic environment. further the rootedness of the 
young people environemntal values in their socio-economic environment will 
be investigated as there is an ongoing debate about to which extent and in 
which paticular cases these are transcultural or formed by the proces of so-
cialisation. 

as we can see the development of various policies also as a process of 
incorporating values into the governance of both the society and environment 
and the governance of these as a democratic process, we assume, that the 
balance between the citizens values and values adressed in the policies should 
be achieved. thus the project also aims at rrising the consciousness of national 
and regional policy-makers, environmental ngos and educational institutions 
dealing with both environmental and social policy development about the na-
ture and strenght of connection and identification that young people feel with 
the natural environment. the project develops a tool to better incorporate the 
needs and expectations of young people when designing the education, envi-
ronmental and employment policies for sustainable development.

METhoDoloGICal aPPRoaCh 

disciPlines inVolVed

to reach the proposed objectives, the following scientific disciplines were 
identified to play a crucial role: environmental ethics, environmental sociol-
ogy, human and social geography and geo-informatics.

the field of environmental ethics provides the wider philosophical and the-
oretical framework to understand the issues of human relationship to nature. 
it particular states that the decisions that people make, which influence the 
environment, are connected to the value that they assign to the environment.

the field of environmental sociology further operationalize the environ-
mental values research. in this field most of the methodological development 
of the actual measuring of the environmental values have been done, which 
are necessary to develop the project methods and research design.

it is also crucial to include the field of human geography as in the frame-
work of this discipline a crucial development of the research methods for ana-
lyzing the spatial dimension of cultural, social and economic attributes. as the 
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project aims at the intercultural differences in environmental values, it is vital 
to consider the spatial perspective. 

as a vital part of the project is the communication of the result to the wider 
public, so these data can be analyzed precisely because the design and com-
munication strategy of the results are of crucial significance.

methods emPloYed

the research methodology is innovative, because it combines both the exist-
ing methods of environmental values measurements and the data about the 
human history and current socio-economic state of the countries in question 
(e.g. Bechtel and churchman 2002; kellert 2005; nickerson 2003; schmuck and 
schultz 2000; steg, van den Berg, and groot 2013). the research concentrates 
on youth (people aged 15-24 years old) which constitute 10,3% of the popula-
tion in slovenia, 11,9% in serbia, 11,1% in czech republic, 10,5% in Bulgaria 
and 19,6% in albania7. aproximately 200 people of every country will be sur-
veyed, yet the sample size may be adjusted during the two-phase testing of 
the survey methodology. the methodology will be developed based on exist-
ing methodology of environemntal values mesurement and further adjusted in 
the light of international interdisciplinary team discussions based on the two 
rounds of pre-tests.

environMental valuation MetHodoloGY

Because values are one of the cornerstones of the complex relationship be-
tween man and nature by the measuring values towards nature we can bet-
ter understand what people think about environment/nature and try to rectify 
or change some of those values. the measuring of values is necessary if we 
want to develop social policies that could balance tangible and intangible val-
ues when making important decisions about human-environment relationship. 

the most research done in the area of valuation of nature and the psy-
chological and sociological aspects of environmental values was done in the 
discipline of environmental psychology. most of the research concentrates 
on the influence that the environment has on humans (their feelings, cogni-
tive abilities and behavior in specific environments). there is however also a 
more application oriented research body which concentrates mostly on the 
way people’s attitudes can be changed in order to achieve a more sustainable 
way of using the natural resources.

7  www.indexmundi.com.
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there are several theories about how, under what conditions and to what 
extent the attitudes (beliefs and values) are determinants of behavior. Various 
studies concentrate on connectedness to nature, attitudes towards different 
aspects of the natural heritage and environment, on the perceived value of 
environmental resources, on human ability to assess the quality of the envi-
ronment or even individual attitudes to different species. another body of re-
search in environmental psychology deals with the concept of how can we 
effect and change attitudes towards different aspects of the natural heritage 
and environment questionnaire instruments like environmental response in-
ventory, the new environmental Paradigm scale, the environmental concern 
scale, and the environmental appraisal inventory.

several scales have been created to measure the connectedness between 
person and his environment- the degree to which an individual feels connect-
ed to nature and the most famous one is nature relatedness scale (nisbet, 
zelenski and murphy 2009).

the second large body of information available concentrates on the per-
ceived value of environmental resources. these research usually use the 
monetary value as a proxy to assessing the value of natural heritage by vari-
ous methods (so called contingent valuation).

another battery of methods have been developed to estimate the on hu-
man ability to assess the quality of the environment. this was to a large extent 
developed to bolster the decisions in landscape planning and management in 
accordance with human preferences. for example, respondents were asked 
to evaluate and rank various landscapes on the basis of their naturalness, aes-
thetics or presence of various structures (lakes, vertical structures, roads and 
others). in accordance with the policy oriented rationale of these research 
studies several quality-assessment instruments were developed and are gen-
erally referred to as Perceived environmental Quality indices (PeQis) (refer-
ences to mentioned research and research methods can be found in Bechtel 
and churchman 2002; kellert 2005; nickerson 2003; schmuck and schultz 2002; 
steg, van den Berg, and groot 2013).

By combining the existing methods developed on the theoretical level to-
gether with those used in the Western hemisphere (as described in the state 
of art part of the proposal) we wish to develop a new interactive questionnaire 
which would adjust the existing methodics of measurement to our sample of 
respondents (youth of five central and eastern european countries).
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HuMan GeoGrapHY faCtorS

one of the aims of this project is to interpret the variation found in environemn-
tal values with the use of various socio-economic and cultural factors. indeed 
sometimes a relationship has been found in previous research between envi-
ronmental attitudes and socio-demographic variables including age (lansana 
1992, Van liere & dunlap 1980), gender (longstreth et al. 1989, stern, dietz and 
kalof 1993), education (lipsey 1977, samdahl and robertson 1989), socio-eco-
nomic status (harry, gale and hendee 1969, mohai, 1985), political philosophy 
(samdahl and robertson, 1989), and place of residence (e.g. schwepker and 
cornwell, 1991), although such relationships tend to account for a relatively 
small portion of the variance in attitudes.

loGICal FRaMEWoRk MaTRIX
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basis concerning 
environmental values 
and to communicate 
the research results 
together with policy 
recommendations to the 
relevant stakeholders 
groups so that the 
potential of value-based 
approach in reaching the 
SD is better understood. 

1. The potential of 
environmental values 
approach recognized 
on the policy level- 
environmental values 
approach occurs in the 
educational, social and 
environmental policy 
documents compared to 
the baseline state.

2. The relationship 
between the 
environmental values 
and the environmental 
status and change better 
understood and mroe 
often adressed when 
compared to the baseline 
status.

1. Country and 
international 
environmental, social 
and educational policy 
documents

2. Citation databases (e.g. 
WoS, SCOPUS)

Factors needed to 
ensure the objectives 
in long term

– the general objectives 
of environmental 
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in human capital, 
sustainable development 
and science/policy 
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policy level and studied 
on the academical level

– the forementioned 
objectives implemented 
properly
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European youth values 
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influence them:
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prepared for presentation 
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possible policy use;
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3. Scientific results 
summarized, 
provided with policy 
recommendations, 
translated and developed 
into a brochure

4. Summary and 
recommendations 
communicated. 

1. Methodology of 
environmental values 
developed and tested

2. Scientific publication

3. 5 country brochures

4. Country and 
international 
dossemination workshops 
invitations, attendance 
lists

Risks: 

delay, inadequate
Communication, 
inadequate research 
design, influence given 
weak.

Ex
pe

ct
ed

 re
su

lts

1. Methodology of EV 
measurement developed, 
tested and EV analysed
Scientific publication

2. Research summary 
and recommendations 
developed into brochure 

3. Country and 
international level 
policy document with 
research summary and 
recommendations

4 . Country and 
international level 
workshop with target 
group (policy makers) 
presenting the policy 
material developed

0.1 Research design of EV 
developed

0.2 Research design of EV 
tested and adjusted

0.3 EV analysis

a. Scientific publication

2.1 Research results 
summary

2.2 Recommendations

2.3 Brochure

2.4 Translated brochures 
to 5 languages 

0.1 Country level 
workshops

0.2 International 
workshop

External conditions: 

Research respondents 
willing to cooperate;

Social institutions 
(universities) and 
governance strctures 
functioning 

Target group of policy 
makers willing to 
cooperate
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Ac
tiv

iti
es

1.1
Start-up meeting (2 days, 
2 participants from every 
project country)
Responsibilities assigned
Communication rules 
agreed upon
Project goals and time 
schedule communicated 

1.2 
Questionnaire (hereafter 
Q) development; 
Sample definition; 
Analysis definition; 
Interpretation; 
Distribution definition; 
Criteria for evaluation of 
functionality.

1.3 

a) 
First distribution of Q; 
Collection of Q; 
Analysis; 
Partial interpretation; 
Application of criteria; 
International experience 
exchange (national 
summarizing of results 
and their communication 
via email and 2 
teleconferences)
Adjustment of Q 
including, sample size 
and structure, analysis 
and interpretation. 

b)
Second distribution of Qs; 
Collection of Q;
Analysis;
Partial interpretation;
Application of criteria;
Adjustment of Q, 
sample size and 
structure, analysis and 
interpretation.

Means

– team of competent and 
motivated researchers in 
five countries

– established 
communication network

– competent technic and 
administrative staff

– suitable facilitias, 
venues, hardware and 
software information 
techniques and materials

Indicators of progress

Project progressing 
according to the schedule 
in desired quality using 
the appropriate ammount 
of resources

Cost estimates 

(abbreviations used: R= 
researcher, A= assistant, 
T=technician)

1.1. 
Start-up meeting 
preparation and 
management – 10 A/days
travel costs, venue rent, 
materials

1.2 
Q development
3 R/20 days in 5 countries 
(total 300 R/days)

1.3

a) 
- Q distribution (cca 200 
respondents a country) 
and general data 
treatment 5A/4+10 days 
each per country (total 
350 A/days)
- data analysisadn 
adjustments suggestions
3 R/40 days a country 
(total 600 R/days)
- international experience 
exchange 1R/7 days a 
country (total 35 R/days)
- methodology adjustment
3R/5days each a country 
(total 75 R/days)

b) and c) 
same costs as a) thus in 
total (total of 700 A/days 
and 1270 R/days)

Preconditions needed: 

– Available/accessible 
theoretical work available

– available research staff 
from five countries

– established network for 
communication

– general facilities for 
project operation

– financial support
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Ac
tiv

iti
es

1.4
Distribution of Q;
Collection of Q;
Analysis;
Interpretation.

2.1 
Research results 
published as monograph 
or monothematic issue 
Journal of Environmental 
Values).

3.1 
Policy material developed
- summary of research 
results;
- recommendations 
development
- experience exchange via 
email and releconference
- editorship

3.2 
Brochure development
- translation 
- editorship;
- graphic;
- Press.

4.1 
Research results 
communicated;
Presentation of 
results summary and 
recommendation to target 
group:
- On country level;
- On regional level.

1.4.
Q distribution and data 
pre-treatment (total 350 
A/days)
– data analysis and 
interpretation
(total 600R/days)

2.1
– publication preparation
3 R/15 days each per 
country (total 225 R/days)
– proof-reading 1T/3 days 
a country (total 15 T/days)

3.1.
– research summary 
and recommendation 
development
3 R/20 days a country 
(total 300 R/days)
– international 
experience exchange 
1R/7 days a country (total 
35 R/days)
– editorship (2 R/10 days, 
total 20 R/days)

3.2. 
– translation (1 T/ 15 
days a country, total 75 
T/day)
– proof- reading (1 T / 5 
days a country, total 25 T 
/ days)
– grafics (1 T/10 days a 
country, total 50 T/days)
– press cost

4.1. 
– country level event 
preparation (1A/10 days 
a country, total 50A/days) 
and PR management (1 
T/20 days, total 100T/
days)
– international event 
preparation (30A/days) 
and PR management 
(30T/days)
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The Rectors of the four partner Universities (from left to right): Prof. Miroslav Veskovic, Prof. Maurizio 
Fermeglia, Prof. Martin h. Gerzabek and Prof. oliver Vitouch – Gorizia, opening Ceremony, 22nd March 2014

Photo of participants to the Cona Island excursion, 25th March 2014
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Final presentation of project proposals, Gorizia Conference Center hall, 31st March 2014

Group photo of participants and teachers, Gorizia Conference Center, 31st March 2014


