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Abstract

This research is concerned in publishing and studying a rare Samanid dinar 
struck in Mohammedia in 341 A.H., bearing the name of prince Noah Bin Nasser 
(331-343 A.H), and preserved in the private collection of Mr. Mohammed 
Omar Nato in Holy Mecca. This dinar is firstly to be published and studied 
through this research; which is concerned in describing the general shape 
of it, by clarifying its inscriptions and decorative motives, then analyzing its 
inscriptions and relating it to the different circumstances, especially striking 
Al-Mostakfy’s name on it, despite his isolation in 334 A.H., which is seven 
years earlier than the date of the dinar under study. Besides, the reasons of 
minting Surat Al-Ikhlas complete on the field of the reverse.
The published Samanid coins bearing Surat Al-Ikhlas were determined, and 
they are: a dinar struck in Mohammedia in 333 A.H. preserved in the Islamic 
Art Museum in Cairo, and a dirham struck in Samarkand in 357 A.H. under 
the name of prince Noah Bin Nasser (350-366 A.H.), published by Shabaan 
Kinawy, and a comparison between them and the dinar under study was made, 
regarding the prototype, the inscriptions, the date and circumstances of struck.
Besides, another comparison between the dinar under study, and the Samanid 
and Buwayhid dinars struck in Mohammedia was made to clarify the differences 
between them and the uniqueness of the dinar under study.
Thus, it is obvious that the published Samanid dinar and dirham bearing Surat 
Al-Ikhlas along with the dinar under study were struck during the time of the 
military conflict between the Samanids and the Buwaihids, which ended in 
361 A.H. by reconciliation.
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So, in light of the above, the dinar under study is unique in its prototype, date 
and circumstances of struck, which firstly to be published and studied, thus, it 
represents a new addition to the Sammanid coins in general, and the coins of 
Noah Bin Nasser in particular.
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In the collection of Mr. Mohammed Nato – the establisher of the Islamic Dinar 
Museum and the Islamic numismatics specialist – there is a rare Samaind dinar 
struck in Mohammedia in 341 A.H., bearing the name of the Caliph Al-Mostakfy Bi 
Allah (331-343 A.H.), which is firstly to be published and studied in this research, 
as no other dinar had been published like this unique dinar in its prototype, date and 
circumstances of struck (Figure 1).

The general shape of the obverse of this dinar consists of three horizontal lines in 
the field inside two inscriptional margins, and the inscriptions of the obverse inside 
a circle, and there are no circles between the central and marginal inscriptions. The 
reverse also has three horizontal lines in the field in kufic floral script inside a circle, 
with one marginal line around it, with another circle outside. 

The inscriptions of this dinar are as follows:

OBVERSE:
 Field: محمد رسول هللا / المستكفي باهلل / نوح بن نصر
 Inner margin: بسم هللا ضرب هذا الدينار بالمحمدية سنة أحد وأربعين وثلثمائة
 Outer margin: هلل األمر من قبل ومن بعد ويومئذ يفرح المؤمنون بنصر هللا       
REVERSE:
 Filed: هللا احد هللا الصمد / لم يلد ولم يولد / ولم يكن له كفوا أحد
 Margin: محمد رسول هللا أرسله بالهدى ودين الحق ليظهره على الدين كله ولو كره المشركون

Weight: 4.00 grams, Diameter: 25 mm.

Figure 1
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The inscriptions of the obverse come in three horizontal lines in kufic floral script, 
the first line holds part of the Islamic testimony: “Muhammad is the messenger of 
Allah”, which firstly appeared on the Arabic Byzantine flus and the Arabic Sassanian 
dirham on Al-Hagag Bin Youssef Al-Sakafee1 “struck in Byshabour in 77 A.H.”, on 
its obverse margin “In the name of Allah, there is no God but Allah, Muhammad is 
his messenger”. It also came on the Ummayid dinars which holds the picture of ca-
liph Abdelmalek Bin Marwan, and on the field of the reverse of the Abbasid dirhams 
and dinars2 in three lines instead of surat Al-Ikhlas during the Ummayid era, as the 
Abbasid dynasty took a slogan depending on the “satisfaction of the kinfolk”. This 
testimony continued on the contemporary coins of the Abbasids and until the estab-
lishment of the Ottomans3.

In the second line of the obverse inscriptions; there is the name of the Abbasid ca-
liph Al- Mostakfy Bi Allah who is Abu Al-Kasem Abdullah Bin Al-Moktafy Bi Allah 
Ali Bin Al-Motaded Abi Al-Abbas Ahmed Al-Mofak Bin Al-Motakel Alla Allah. In 
Safar 333 A.H. the caliph Al-motake Liallah was captured and Al-Mostakfy was the 
caliph after the allegiance of Ellias for him.4

Al-mostakfy remained as an Abbasid caliph until he was eliminated by Moaz Al-
Dawla Al-bwayihy in 22 jumady al-akhra in 334 A.H., as he knew that the Kahremans 
made a great invitation which the Daylamites and Turks were present, so he accused 
them that they want to take the allegiance for Al-mostakfy and to eliminate Moaz Al-
Dawla. The period of succession of Al-mostakfy was for one year and four months, 
and when Al-Motey le Allah took the caliphate he blinded Al-mostakfy and put him 
into prison where he remained there until his death in Raby the first in 338 A.H., and 
he was born in Safar in 276 A.H.5

Despite the discharge of Al-mostakfy in 334 A.H., and the appointment of Al-
Motey le Allah (334-363 A.H.) by Moaz Al-dawla Al-bwayihy, the Samanids didn’t 
recognize him and kept registering Al-Mostakfy’s name on their gold coins until the 
year 343 A.H.6, as the Samanids didn’t accept what Moaz Al-Dawla did, and they 
registered the name of Al-Mostakfy on the field of the reverse of their dirhams until 
the year 341 A.H.7, despite the fact that caliph Al-Motey le Allah registered his name 

1 Al-Metairy 2001: No. 3.
2 Al-Kharejy 1434 A.H: pp. 56-59, 78-79.
3 Al-Kharejy 1434 A.H.; Al-Metairy 2001; Zamzame 2013; Fahmy 1965; Lavoix 1887-1896; 

Lane-poole 1875-1890; Broome 1985; Nicol and others 1982.
4 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: pp. 187-188.
5 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: pp. 206-207.
6 Al-Zamzamy 2013: pp. 55-69.
7 Al-Zamzamy 2013: pp. 263-270.
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on the Abbasid coins from 334 A.H. until 363 A.H., besides the coins of the inde-
pendent countries like the Tulunid and the Ikhshid.

In the third line of the field of the obverse; there is the name of the Samanid prince 
“Noah Bin Nasser”, who reigned the Samanid country in Shabaan in 331 A.H.8 after 
the allegiance of people for him, and he was entitled “the benignant prince”, and he 
employed Abu Al-Fadel Muhammad Ahmed as his minister9. And, in the time of 
Noah the Samanid country started to get weak and the governors started to rule a part 
by their own10. Also, the military conflict and the war started between the Samanids 
and the Buwayhids11. The prince Noah kept ruling until his death in the 29th of Rabey 
al-Akhar in 343 A.H.12. In the inner margin of the obverse there is the incomplete 
basmala “in the name of Allah”, then the type of the coin “this dinar is struck”, then 
the date of struck and mint “Mohamdiya in 341”.

The first digit of the date of struck is obvious as it is on the Sammanid coins13. 
The second digit wasn’t engraved properly14, as the word’s letters came synaptic, so 
probably the date of the coin under study either to be 331 A.H. or 341 A.H., but the 
fist date is excluded; as this dinar holds the name of the caliph Al-mostakfy who en-
throned in 333 A.H., thus, it is certain that the second date which is 341 A.H. is right 
for two main reasons: the first one is that in the second line of the inscriptions of the 
reverse’s field, the name of caliph Al-mostakfy (333-334 A.H.), and under it there is 
the name of the Samanid prince Noah Bin Nasser (331-343 A.H.), so it is certain that 
this dinar is struck between 333 A.H. which is the date of al-Mostakfy ruling date, 
and 343 A.H. which is the death date of prince Noah Bin Nasser. The second reason 
is that the second digit of this dinar resembles the digit of a Samanid dirham struck 
in Bukhara in 341 A.H., under the name of the same prince15, specially the last four 
letters of the word, which assures that the second digit of the dinar under study is 
forty, so the date of struck is 341 A.H.

Concerning the date of struck, in 340A.H. / 951A.D., Mansour Bin Tekeen died, so 
price Noah Bin Nasser employed Abi Ali Bin Mihtag a leader of the Khurasanian army16.  

8 Al-Narshakhy 3th edition: p. 337; Ibn Al-Atheer: p. 175.
9 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 175.
10 El-Feky 1987, p. 28.
11 Amen 1980: p. 7-22.
12 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 249.
13 Al-Zamzamy 2013: pl Nos 26, 127-129.
14 Al-Zamzamy 2013: pl Nos 25-28.
15 Al-Zamzamy 2013: pl Nos. 128.
16 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 238.
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Ibn Al-Atheer mentioned17 in the events of 341 A.H., that Rukn Al-Dawla Al-
Buwayihy went from Al-Ray to Tabristan and Gargan, then went to Nisa and stayed 
there and took over it. He returned and left Al-Hassan Bin Firzan and Ali Bin Kama. 
This confirms that Al-Ray “Muhamdiya” in 341 A.H., was under the control of the 
Buwaihids and not the Samanids, which is the year of struck of the dinar under stydy.

Moreover, Ibn Al-Atheer mentioned in the events of 342 A.H., that prince Noah 
Bin Nasser ordered Abi Ali Mohtag to take the leadership of Khurasan’s armies 
and to direct to Al-Ray to fight Rukn Al-Dawla Al-buwaihy, so he arranged with 
Shamkeer Bin Ziyad, and prepared a military plan, then headed together to Al-Ray 
which was ruled by Rukn Al-Dawla. When Rukn Al-Dawla saw the hugeness of the 
Khurasanian army, he foretified his army in Al-Tabrek castle where the siege was too 
long, until reconciliation was made between Rukn Al-Dawla and Ibn Mohtag, as the 
Khurasanians were worried about the proximity of winter and snow. One of the con-
ditions of the reconciliation was that Rukn Al-Dawla had to pay about 200 thousand 
dinars annually to prince Noah Bin Nasser for lifting the siege and leave Al-Ray for 
him, then Ibn Mohtag who was the representative of price Noah Bin Nasser went 
back to Khurasan after the victory over Rukn Al-Dawla18.

It is clear from the above that during the military conflict over Al-Ray 
“Muhamadya”, between the Buwayhids and the Samanids, Al-Ray was under the 
reign of the Buwayhids between 341 and 342 A.H., and in the last year the reconcili-
ation was made which was one of its condition to pay 200 thousand dinars annually 
to the Samainds by the Buwayhids to lift the siege of Al-Ray and leave it to Rukn Al-
Dawla. During this military conflict, Noah Bin Nasser struck the dinar under study 
in 341 A.H. in one of the Samanid Mints and the name Al-Muhamadya was struck 
on it as a place of striking, despite the fact that it was not struck in it. Besides, the 
name of the caliph Al-Mostakfy was struck on it despite his isolation by Moaz Al-
Dawla Al-Buwaihy in 334 A.H. and appointing Al-Motey in his place which was not 
accepted by the Samanids, as the Buwaihyds were controlling the set and the isolate 
of the caliphs. At the same time the military conflict was between the Samanids and 
the Buwaihyds to control Al-Ray “Muhamadiya”.

In the field of the reverse of this dinar, surah Al-Ikhlas complete was struck in 
three lines: “Allah is one God, the eternal, he neither begets nor is born, nor is there 
to him any equivalent. This Surah was struck by the Ummayids in the reverse field of 
their coins, then they were eliminated by the Abbasids, and Noah Bin Nasser struck 
the dinar under study to prove that Al-Ray was politically following the Samanids 
despite it was under the supervision of the Buwaihyds as the coins are considered 
one of the signs of reign. Besides, striking the name of Al-Mostakfy on the dinar un-

17 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 243.
18 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 246; Meer 1988: p. 33; Abu Seif 1988; Al-Zamzamy 2013: pp.62-63.
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der study despite his isolation, along with the struck of Surah Al-Ikhlas were consid-
ered as means of challenge and stubbornness against the Buwaihyds as a reflection 
of the military conflict between them.

In the outer margin of the obverse the Quran text of Surah Al-Rum which is 
part of the verses number four and five was struck which is: »To Allah belongs the 
command before and after. And that day the believers will rejoice in the victory of 
Allah”. Surah Al-Rum came when the Persians had a victory over the Rum, when the 
polytheists were happy for the Persians victory as they are idolatries like them so the 
Surah came to near the promise of the Muslim’s victory over the Persians19. 

This Quran text was firstly struck on caliph Al-Mamou’n’s coins (198-218 A.H./ 
813-833 A.D.), as it appeared on the dirhams struck in Maru in 199A.H., and on 
the dirhams struck in Asfahan in 201 A.H., and on the dirhams struck in Samarkand 
and Al-Muhamdiya in 202 A.D.20, also on the dinars struck in 206 A.H.21 and on 
flus struck in 208 A.H.22. Al-Mamou’n struck this text on his coins after his victory 
over his brother Al-Amen in 198 A.H., as he killed him and took the throne instead 
of him23. This text was struck on coins until the eighth century A.H. on the coins of 
the countries following the Abbasid Caliphate like the Tahirid, Samanid, Tulunid, 
Ikhshid, Buwayhid and Sulujuk. It also came on the coins of the countries not fol-
lowing the Abbasid Caliphate such as Al-Adaressa in Morocco, the Umayyad in 
Al-Andalusia.

 In the field of the reverse of this dinar, surah Al-Ikhlas complete was struck in 
three lines: “Allah is one God, the eternal, he neither begets nor is born, nor is there 
to him any equivalent. This Surah was firstly struck incomplete on the coins struck 
in 77 A.H. by Abdel Malek Bin Marwan as: “Allah is one God, the eternal; he nei-
ther begets nor is born”. It continued to be struck on the Umayyad coins until its fall 
in 132A.H/750 A.D. by the Abbasids who struck “Muhammad is the messenger of 
Allah”, instead of it in three lines on the field of the reverse of both the dinar and 
dirham.24

The arabization held by Abdel Malek Bin Marwan was made to satisfy the reli-
gious feeling of the Islamic people by striking religious verses on coins reflecting 
their doctrine like Surah Al-Ikhlas which was accepted to be struck on coins25.

19 Al-Kortoby1967: pp. 1-7; Yousef 2003: p. 91.
20 Shamma 1995: p. 225; Miles 1938: p. 103.
21 Shamma 1995: pp. 336-337.
22 Nutzl 1890, Pl. Nom. 194.
23 Altabary 1979 pp. 124-139; Al-Basha 1965: p. 336; Yousef 2003: p. 97.
24 Al-kheregy 1434 A.H.
25 Al-Nabarawy 1988: p. 128.



90 A RARE SAMANID DINAR STRUCK IN MOHAMMEDIA IN 341 A.H.

The Byzantine coins held the Christian phrases reflecting the doctrine of the 
Byzantine Empire which is the doctrine of trinity which came in the bible of Matthew 
verse 28 (the father, the son, the holy spirit) which reflects the Melkite doctrine of 
the Byzantine empire, which says that Jesus Christ has two natures; one is a divine 
nature and the other is human. While the Egyptian church took the Monophysiteism 
doctrine which says that Jesus Christ has one nature26. That’s why Surah Al-Ikhlas 
was struck on Islamic coins which reflects the Monotheism and that Allah is the only 
God, and there is no God but him. And in the explanation of “Lam Yaled”; Ibn Abbas 
mentioned that: “Allah was not born, as Jesus Christ”, so this confronts the belief of 
the Christians that “Jesus is the son of Allah”27.

Surah Al-Ikhlas was mentioned on many of the Islamic countries like Aghalabids 
(184-296 A.H. / 800-909 A.D.), on a dirham struck in Sicily in 216 A.H.28, Samanids 
(261-389 A.H. / 874-999 A.D.), on a dirham struck in Al-Muhammadiyah in 333 
A.H. under the name of Noah Bin Nasser preserved in the Islamic Art Museum29, 
and a dirham struck in Samarkand in 357 A.H. under the name of Mansour Bin 
Noah (350-366 A.H. / 961-976 A.D.)30, the Buwaiyhids who registered this Quran 
Surah on their coins to confirm their power in the East, which felt down by the 
Abbasids, who didn’t struck this surah on their coins as mentioned before. So Abd 
Al-Rahman Al-dakhel struck this surah on his coins of Andalusia to revive the 
manifestations of civilization of the Umayyad dynasty in Damascus and to reflect 
the Monotheism in the Islamic doctrine to confront the Christians in Andalusia31, 
also this surah was struck on the coins of both Banu Rasy in Yemen, and the 
Aluwaids in Tabristan32.

In the margin of the reverse, there is the Quran text of surah Al-Tawbaa (verse 
33), and Al-Saff (verse 9), which was struck before on the dirhams of Abdel Malek 
Bin Marwan in 77 A.H., and kept struck on the Islamic coins until the tenth century33.

By comparing the dinar under study by the only Samanid published dinar struck 
in Al- Muhamdiya in 333 A.H., with surah Al-ikhlas in the field of the reverse which 
is struck by prince Noah Bin Nasser preserved in the Islamic Art Museum in Cairo34, 

26 Al-Rafy & Ashour 1992: p. 22-24.
27 Al-Kortoby 1967: p. 247; Ibn Katheer 1968: p. 600; Al-Tabary 1983: p. 561.
28 Bin Kurba 1986: p. 241.
29 Fahmy 1965: pp. 245-245; Kinawy 2000: p. 134-135.
30 Kinawy 2000: p. 231; Lane-Poole: Nom. 2106.
31 Yousef 2003: p. 44.
32 Yousef 2003: pp. 41-45; Al-Soudy 1416 A.H: p. 54; Miles 1938: p. 171; Lane-Poole, 1977: 

NO. 4; Nutzel 1890: No. 109; Bikhaz 1970: p. 48.
33 Al-Kortoby 1967: p. 121; Yousef 2003: pp. 45-62; Shamma 1995: p. 254.
34 Fahmy 1965: pp. 245-246; Kinawy 2000: pp. 134-135.
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it is found that despite the resemblance of the general shape of both dinars, there are 
some differences. And to clarify that, it is a must to mention the inscriptions of the 
dinar struck in al- Muhamdiya in 333 A.H., as follows:

OBVERSE:
 Field: محمد رسول هللا / المستكفي باهلل / نوح بن نصر
 Inner margin: بسم هللا ضرب هذا الدينار بالمحمدية سنة ثلث وثلثين وثلثمائة
 Outer margin: هلل األمر من قبل ومن بعد ويومئذ يفرح المؤمنون بنصر هللا       
REVERSE:
 Filed:  هللا احد هللا الصمد / لم يلد ولم يولد / ولم يكن له كفوا أحد
 Margin: محمد رسول هللا أرسله بالهدى ودين الحق ليظهره على الدين كله ولو كره المشركون

The two dinars resembles in the general shape, as they both has field inscriptions 
and marginal ones, in two margins on the obverse and one on the reverse, also the 
inscriptions of both resemble, except in the arrangement and the date of struck; as 
in the dinar struck in 333 A.H., we find that the text of the obverse’s field comes in 
five lines, while in the dinar struck in 341 A.H., it came in three lines only. Also, 
surah Al-Ikhlas came complete on both of the dinars, but it came in the dinar of 333 
A.H. in four lines and in the dinar of 341 A.H. in three lines only. Both dinars has 
the name of the Abbasid caliph Al-Mostakfy with the name of the Samaind prince 
Noah Bin Nasser under it. Al-Mostakfy name struck on the dinar of 333 A.H. was 
the contemporary caliph of the Abbasid caliphate, while the dinar of 341 A.H., had a 
different caliph ruling who was AL-Motey le Allah (334-363 A.H.), as Al-Mostakfy 
was eliminated in 334 A.H. and died in 338 A.H. When Noah Bin Nasser struck his 
dinar in 341 A.H. and minted Al- Muhamdiya on it, it was under the power of the 
Buwayhids as mentioned before, so this dinar was struck in one of the mints of the 
Samanids like Nisabour or Samarkand or Shash or Bukhara. Noah bin Nasser made 
this procedure to prove that Al- Muhamdiya followed him and had the loyalty to 
him, it also clarifies the agreement between the Samanids and Buwayhids in 342 
A.H., which obligated the Buwayhid price to pay 200 thousand dinar annually to the 
Samanid prince to take off the siege over Al-Ray.35

Concerning the dinar struck in Al- Muhamdiya in 333 A.H. in the time of prince 
Noah Bin Nasser in the third year of his regin, when this dinar was struck, Al-Ray 
was under the power of the Buwayhids which was confirmed by Ibn Al-Atheer that 
in 333 A.H. Rukn Al-Dawla took over Al-Ray until Noah Bin Nasser sent an army 
with Abu Ali who went from Naisabour to al-Ray in Jumady the second which 
was by this time with Rukn Al-Dawla36. So it is clarified that al-Ray was under 

35 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 167.
36 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: pp. 202-203.
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the power of Rukn Al-Dawla from the year of 330 A.H. until Jumady the second 
in 333 A.H. Al-mostakfy took the caliphate in Safar 333 A.H. after al-Motaky37. 

So most probably the dinar struck in Al- Muhamdiya in 333 A.H. and preserved 
in the Islamic Art Museum was struck between Safar 333 A.H. which is the date 
of al-Mostakfy reigning the caliphate and jumady the second which is the date of 
controlling al-Ray by Noah Bin Nasser which continued until the year 334 A.H., 
when Rukn Al-Dawla took over Al-Ray again38 which stayed under the power of 
Buwayhids for very long time.

The proof of what was mentioned above, is that the oldest Buwayhid dinar found 
till date struck in al-Muhamdiya was struck in 334 A.H.39. The Buwayhid dinars 
struck in Al- Muhamdiya in 334 A.H., and the dinar struck in 333 A.H. under the 
same mint name with surah Al-Ikhlas resemble in the general shape and inscrip-
tions except for the texts of the filed on the obverse and reverse which came on the 
Buwayhid dinar struck in 334 A.H.40 as follows:

 Obverse Field Reverse Field

 هلل ال اله اال هللا 
محمد رسول هللا وحده ال شريك له 
عماد الدولة أبو الحسن المطيع هلل 
ركن الدولة أبو علي   

In light of what was mentioned above, it is obvious that Al-Ray was a field of conflict 
between the Buwayhids and Samanids as everyone tried hard to get over it for its 
great importance, and that the dinar struck in Al- Muhamdiya in 333 A.H. was struck 
between Safar and Jumady the second in 333 A.H. when Al- Muhamdiya was under 
the control of the Buwayhids.

It is now clear that the two dinars struck in Al- Muhamdiya with surah Al-Ikhlas 
on the field of the reverse, one of them struck in 333 A.H. and preserved in the 
Islamic Art Museum in Cairo, and the other is struck in 341 A.H. and preserved in 
the private collection of Mr. Mohamed Nato, have the name of the Samanid prince 
Noah Bin Nasser and the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mostakfy were struck during the time 
when Al- Muhamdiya was under the power of the Buwayhids. And the one who 
struck them was prince Noah Bin Nasser under the name of this mint despite that 

37 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 188.
38 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: pp. 216-219.
39 Treadwell 2001: p. 195.
40 Treadwell 2001: p. 195.
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they were struck in another mint of the Samanids as we mentioned before; to proof 
that Al- Muhamdiya was following Noah Bin Nasser, and that writing surah Al-
Ikhlas on it as a sign of confrontation against the Buwayhids who were controlling 
the Abbasids.

By comparing the dinar under study with the Buwayhid dinar struck by Rukn 
Al-Dawla in Al- Muhamdiya in 341 A.H.41 we find that they resemble in the general 
shape and inscriptions except the inscriptions of the field of the obverse and the re-
verse on the Buwayhid dinar as follows:

 Obverse Field Reverse Field

هلل ال اله اال هللا 
محمد رسول هللا وحده ال شريك له 
المطيع هلل 
                      ركن الدولة أبو علي بويه  

The difference between the two dinars, is that the Buwayhid dinar has the testimony 
of Monotheism complete in three lines over the name of the Abbasid caliph Al-
Motey le Allah, who was the contemporary caliph, while on the Samanid dinar the 
Muhammaden testimony came incomplete over the name of the Abbasid caliph Al-
Mostakfy who was eliminated by the Buwayhids in 334 A.H., and died in 338 A.H. 
as it was mentioned before.

Besides, the inscriptions of the field of the reverse of the Buwayhid dinar come in 
six lines with the Muhammaden testimony incomplete, with the name of Buwayhid 
prince under it who was Rukn Al-Dawla Abu Ali, while on the field of the reverse of 
the Samanid dinar comes surah Al-Ikhlas in three horizontal lines.

It is worth mentioning that there is a Samanid dirham struck in Samarkand in 
357 A.H., under the name of Noah Bin Nasser (350-366 A.H.) with surah Al-Ikhlas 
also on the field of the reverse42, but there is a difference between it and the coin 
under study. The difference appears in the inscriptions of the field of the obverse and 
reverse, besides the type of coin, and the mint and date of struck; its inscriptions of 
obverse and reverse come as follows:

41 Treadwell 2001: p. 197.
42 Kinawy 2000: pp. 231-232.
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 Obverse Field Reverse Field

)عدل( هللا أحد هللا الصمد 
ال اله اال هللا لم يلد ولم يولد 
وحده ال شريك له ولم يكن له كفوا أحد 
 المطيع هلل 

منصور بن نوح 

The difference between this dirham struck in Samrkand in 357 A.H., and the coin 
under study is totally obvious; in the inscriptions of the field of obverse and reverse, 
the name of the Abbasid caliph and the Samanid prince, the type of coin, the mint 
and date of struck, and the circumstances of struck except for surah Al-Ikhlas on the 
field of obverse and reverse. 

It is noted that the year this dirham was struck which is 357 A.H., there was a mil-
itary conflict between the Samanids and Buwayhids, as Ibn Al-Atheer assured43 that 
during the events of 357 A.H. He mentioned that Adud Al-Dawla took over Karman 
from Abu Ali Bin Elias who went to Mansour Bin Noah after his release from the 
castle’s prison as he went to Bukhara where Mansour Bin Noah treated him kindly, 
and started to prepare and army to head to Al-Ray to face the Buwayhids. Ibn Al-
Atheer44, also mentions that Adud Al-Dawla went to Karman in Ramadan and took 
over it, when the political and military conflict between the Samanids and Buwayhids 
was still occurring until an agreement was made between them in 361 A.H., as Ibn 
Al-Atheer says45 in the events of 361 A.H.: “there was a reconciliation held between 
prince Mansour Bin Noah - who controlled Khuarasan and Transoxiana – and Rukn 
Al-Dawla and his son Adud Al-Dawla, in return the two must send 250 thousand 
dinar annually. Noah married Adud Al-Dawla’s daughter and took the presents and 
masterpieces for him. This reconciliation was written and witnessed by the seniors 
of Khurasan, Persia, and Iraq.

It is clear from the above that a Samanid dinar struck in Al- Muhamdiya in 333 
A.H., under the name of prince Noah bin Mansour and bearing surah Al-Ikhlas com-
plete on the field of the reverse, when Al- Muhamdiya was by this time under the 
control of the Buwayhids. And a Samanid dirham under the name of prince Mansour 
Bin Noah struck in Samarkand in 357 A.H., also bearing surah Al-Ikhlas was struck 
during the military conflict between the Samanids and Buwayhids. Besides, the dinar 

43 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: pp. 305-306.
44 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 306.
45 Ibn Al-Atheer 1987: p. 334.
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under study struck in Al- Muhamdiya in 341 A.H. in the time of prince Noah Bin 
Nasser bears Surah Al-Iklas complete, when by this time Al- Muhamdiya was under 
the control of the Buwayhids and not the Samanids, so this three Samanid coins 
struck in Al- Muhamdiya and Samarkand bear surah Al-Ikhlas complete in the field 
of the reverse and were struck during the time of the military conflict between the 
Samanids and Buwayhids until it ended by a conciliation in 361 A.H.

In light of what was mentioned above, the dinar under study is unique in its pro-
totype, date and circumstances of struck, which firstly to be published and studied, 
thus, it represents a new addition to the Sammanid coins in general, and the coins of 
Noah Bin Nasser in particular.




