
345

Palma KARKOVIĆ TAKALIĆ 

Sedatus Augustus. Testimonies of a ‘collegial god’ 
from the territory of civitas Maezeiorum (Dalmatia)*

Abstract

The paper discusses the collegium and the cult of the god Sedatus from the iron-mining and 
metallurgical district on the Sana river in the Roman province of Dalmatia. The paper has sev-
eral aims. By analysing location of the findings, territorial and administrative organizations of 
Dalmatian iron mines it aims to determine the members of the collegium and its role. Comparison 
with associations from other metallurgical districts in the Roman Empire as well as associations 
and dedicants appearing on other Sedatus’ monuments allows for closer determination of the 
character of Sedatus as a deity and some basic features of his cult in the period between the 1st 
and the 3rd century d.C. 
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In 1967, the remains of a Roman metallurgical officina were discovered at the 
Troska site in Stari Majdan (near the town of Prijedor in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
fig.  1). On an approximately 6-hectare plot, then covered with iron slag, a lot of 
artefacts were found: the remains of bricks of smelting furnaces and bellow pipes, 
various tools and coins, as well as the walls of an outbuilding (16.5 × 10.5 m) and 
grooves for water supply from the nearby Željeznica stream, a tributary of the Sana 
river1. Four altars were found along the west wall of the building – two dedicated to 
Sedatus Augustus, one dedicated to Nemesis Pia, one illegible (figg. 2-4). The Sedatus’ 
monuments were erected by members of the association (collegium) for the health of 
vilicus Aurelius, while the Nemesis’ monument was erected in honour of the collegium 
and vilicus by a person named Ianuarius2. 

Ivo Bojanovski, the archaeologist charged with monitoring the excavation in 
Troska3, was the first to publish and interpret the finds, which were determined to be 
the remains of a plant for smelting and turning into metal iron ore (officina ferrariar-
ia), most likely shipped from mines from the nearby sites of Ljubija, Stara Rijeka and 
Briševo. In addition, another Roman smelter was discovered in Šehovci (fig. 5)4. There 
were at least 3 mines and 2 metallurgical plants located in the radius of approximately 
25 kilometres (fig. 1). Given their vicinity and resemblance to other such sites within 
the Empire, they are presumed to have belonged to a single mining and metallurgical 
district (metallum) centred around the Sana river, i.e. the main road Salona–Siscia that 
passed through the area (fig. 1)5. 

By dating the coins and inscriptions, Bojanovski determined that the smelt-
er from Troska was operational between the 3rd and 4th century d.C.6. Bojanovski 
was the last to conduct any archaeological research at the site. To this day, the 
site is regularly mentioned in the context of the history of mining and processing 
of metals in Bosnia and Herzegovina, i.e. the economy of the Roman province of  

 * This paper was produced as part of the research conducted within the Inter Flumina Sanum et 
Oeneum project of the City of Rijeka and the project MIK uniri-human-18-31 of the University of Rijeka.

 
1 Bojanovski 1967, pp. 191-192; Bojanovski 1982, pp. 89-120; 1983, pp. 119-130.
2 ILJug 2, 776, 777 (Sedatus Augustus); ILJug 2, 775 (Nemesis Pia).
3 Radimsky 1891, pp. 434-440; Bojanovski 1967, pp. 191-192.
4 Bojanovski 1983, p. 120.
5 On Roman roads in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Pašalić 1960, pp. 10-17.
6 Bojanovski cites numismatic emissions from the entire district that can be dated from the Flavian 

period to the reigns of Probus (276-282), Valentinianus I, Valens (363-375) and Constans (320-350); 
Bojanovski 1983, pp. 120-121.
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Dalmatia 7. Sedatus’ dedicants were the subject of interest of several authors who con-
ducted prosopographical and historical research related to the Roman period in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina8. After Bojanovski, the first more detailed research of the cult of 
Sedatus was published by V. Paškvalin in 1969, followed by E. Imamović in 1977 in 
a monography on ancient cults in Bosnia and Herzegovina9. In 1999, S. Dušanić dis-
cussed Sedatus in an article on miners’ cults in ancient Illyricum10. These authors agree 
that Sedatus was most likely an autochthonous Pannonian deity of metallurgy, akin to 
the Roman god Vulcan, and that members of the collegium had business ties with the 
metallurgical plant explored in Troska. Based on Sedatus’ inscriptions from Celeia and 
Neviodunum M. Šašel-Kos considered him to be a pre-Celtic divinity also akin to the 
Roman Vulcan11. Her opinion, as well as the opinions of other researchers, differ as to 
who could have been the members of Sedatus’ collegia, which is one of the goals of this 
research. The reason for the research is the exchange of poster exhibitions, planned for 
spring 2021, between the Museum of Kozara in Prijedor, where Sedatus‘ inscriptions 
are kept, and the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Rijeka. The exhibitions 
focus on and present to a wider audience archaeological finds and sites from the civitas 
Maezeiorum territory, i.e. the Roman municipium Tarsatica (former Liburnian territo-
ry)12. As these are two of Sedatus’ ten monuments from the Empire – with regard to 
which four different associations are mentioned – they seem to warrant further atten-
tion in the research of Roman collegia.

According to written and material sources, in pre-Roman times, the geographi-
cal area between the Mala Kapela mountain range and the Sava river (today partly 
situated in the territories of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina) was inhabited by 

7 Dušanić 1977, pp. 52-94; Škegro 1999, pp. 111-119; Škegro 2006, pp. 153-155; Glicksman 
2009; Hirt 2010; Glicksman 2018, pp. 261-283.

8 Škegro 1997, p. 100, cat. nn. 103-104; Bojanovski 1988, p. 279, passim; Mesihović 2011a, 
pp. 336-338, cat. nn. 29-30.

9 Paškvalin 1969, pp. 166-168; Imamović 1977, pp. 102-105; pp. 344-345, cat. nn. 61-62. The 
starting point for their research was a short discussion on Sedatus by A. von Domaszewsky who believed that 
Sedatus was a Pannonian god akin to Roman god Vulcan; von Domaszewski 1895, p. 55. 

10 Dušanić 1999, pp. 129-139.
11 Šašel Kos 2002, pp. 42-43. Similar idea was already proposed by P. Collart in 1941 based on the 

etymological analysis of the god’s name. Collart published an altar dedicated to Sedatus from Acaunum 
(Gallia Narbonensis). Collart 1941, pp. 12-13, n. 6. It seems logical that from his point of view the cult 
of Sedatus had its origin in ‘western’ provinces such as Gallia, Raetia, Noricum. On the etymology of Sedatus 
as a proper and theophoric name (cognomen): Alföldy 1969, p. 292; de Bernardo Stempel 2013, p. 84, 
nt. 104-105.

12 I thank Muzej Kozare Prijedor (Kozara Museum in Prijedor) for the opportunity to see and publish 
Sedatus’ monuments from their collection.
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Pannonian tribe of Maezaei, who were organized in 268 decuriae (fig. 6)13. Their main 
economic sectors are assumed to be agriculture, cattle breeding and metallurgy. At 
the end of the 1st century a.C., following Octavian’s and Tiberius’ military conquests 
in Iappodia and Pannonia, their territory become part of the province of Illyricum. 
After the division of Illyricum in two, it come to be part of Dalmatia, bordering the 
province of Pannonia in the north and north-east (fig.  6)14. Within Dalmatia, the 
Maezaei were organized as a single civitas Maezeiorum governed by a military prefect 
and represented by the so called plebeian princeps15. At the time of the formation of 
the province, the Maezaei were therefore peregrini and, according to most researchers, 
they gradually acquired full rights under the Roman civil law in the period between 
the end of the 1st century and Constitutio Antoniana in 212 d.C.16. Sources suggest 
the existence of at least one municipium in the area of todays’ Šipovo, in the southern 
part of the Maezaeian territory17. Due to the concentration of archaeological finds and 
inscriptions, authors such as Đ. Basler, I. Bojanovski and others believe that another 
important settlement had to be located near present-day Blagaj, a town on the Japra 
river (Novi Grad, fig. 1)18. It was most likely the centre of one of the two mining and 
metallurgical districts organized in the Roman period on the territory of the Maezaei: 
one on the Japra river, and the other, to which Sedatus’ inscriptions are linked, on 
the Sana river (fig. 1). Although the borders of these districts haven’t been confirmed 
by sources, it is assumed that they remained outside the peregrine territorial and po-
litical communities and were turned into ager publicus during the organisation of 
the province19. They were probably two semi-independent units under the supervi-

13 For the comment of written sources on Maezaei, see: Pašalić 1960, pp. 12-13; Bojanovski 1988, 
pp. 266-268; Domić-Kunić 2006, p. 81, passim; Mesihović 2011b, p. 61. On different aspects of the 
‘romanisation’ of Illyricum in the period of Augustus and Tiberius see: Matijašić 2009, p. 158, passim. 

14 Because of the affiliation of Maezaei to the Pannonian group of pre-Roman inhabitants of Illyricum, 
Bojanovski considered the possibility that their territory was part of the province of Pannonia, not Dalmatia; 
Bojanovski 1988, pp. 269-270. Nowadays this opinion is mostly abandoned. For the discussion on the 
border between the two provinces see: Matijašić 2009, pp. 184-195, with previous bibliography. 

15 Legal issues were resolved by the judicial convent in Salona; Bojanovski 1988, p. 266, passim.
16 Bojanovski 1988, p. 270.
17 It was located in the area of todays’ Šipovo, south of the areas of Sana and Japra; Bojanovski 1988, 

p. 287, passim. Former opinion that the municipium Splonum was located in Sana valley (Pašalić 1960, 
p. 13) is discarded nowadays.

18 Basler 1977, p. 124, passim; Bojanovski 1988, p. 275.
19 Bojanovski 1982, p. 114. The organisation of Roman mine areas in the territories of peregrine 

civitates is attested in other provinces, like Asturia and Galicia in Hispania; Orejas, Sánchez-Palencia 
2002, pp. 589-599.
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sion of the same ‘metallurgical’ office stationed first in Domavia (Dalmatia), later in 
Siscia (Pannonia)20. 

Mining and metallurgy were among the most important economic sectors in the 
province of Dalmatia during the principate21. Mining had been developing since prehis-
toric times in the interior of the province, characterized by a specific mountainous and 
upland terrain (with numerous deposits of stone and metal ore) and numerous rivers22. 
From the end of the 1st century a.C. until Trajan’s conquest of Dacia (around 106 d.C.), 
mostly gold and silver were extracted from mines in the central and south-eastern part 
of the province.23 From the beginning of the 2nd until 4th century d.C. (in some places 
even up to the 6th century d.C.), mining turned mostly to iron extraction, especially 
in the north-western part of the province between the Japra and Sana rivers, an area 
inhabited by the Maezaei (fig. 6). Iron exploitation increased in the 2nd and 3rd cen-
tury d.C. due to the needs of the Roman army on the so-called Danubian limes and 
north-eastern borders of the Empire in general. In the 3rd and 4th century d.C., the in-
crease was due to the weapon factory and mint in Siscia (present-day Sisak)24. Septimius 
Severus and his successors had to play an important role in support of metallurgy and 
economy of northern Dalmatia and Pannonia. Their presence in the area is supported 
by literary sources and a large number of honorary monuments25. According to liter-
ary sources, iron extraction remained the main branch of mining in the province until 
the 6th century d.C.26. The administration of Dalmatian mines changed in time, from 
individual tenancies (conductors), between the 1st and 2nd century d.C., to state manage-

20 Bojanovski 1988, p. 275 (CIL III, 3953).
21 Glicksman 2018, pp. 262-264, with previous bibliography.
22 It is assumed that, precisely due to its geographical position, characteristic social organization and 

economy, Romanization progressed differently in the interior of the province and on its coast, which was 
urbanized very quickly and with a large percentage of urban settlements (and the belonging territories). 
Škegro 2006, p. 149, passim. On the archaeological aspects of the development of metallurgy in central and 
north-western regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Iron-Age see: Pravidur 2011, p. 157, passim.

23 Bojanovski 1982, pp. 91-92.
24 Bojanovski 1982, p. 111. Siscia was founded at the end of the 1st century a.C. In 71 d.C. it gained 

the status of roman colony. Around 194 d.C., it received the title of Colonia Siscia Septimia Augusta. During 
the reign of Galienus a mint was opened in Siscia. When Diocletian reformed the state and re-divided 
Pannonia, Siscia became the center of the province of Savia with the mint and treasury of the province. 
Hoti 1992, pp. 132-163.

25 Septimius had to be well acquainted with the situation in Pannonia and the surrounding provinces 
since in the period immediately before the ascension he held the office of the governor of Pannonia. On 
the presence of the members of the Severan dynasty in Pannonia and eastern provinces: Matijašić 2009, 
pp. 241-251.

26 Bojanovski 1982, pp. 116-117; Glicksman 2018, p. 264.
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ment (procurator metallorum, procurator Augustorum) of mines and smelters from the 
mid 2nd century d.C.27. Understanding the territorial and administrative organization of 
‘Maezaeian’ mines is important in the identification and analysis of associations formed 
within them. According to the inscriptions from Troska, at least two, most likely pro-
fessional, associations were active in the mining and metallurgical district on the Sana 
river (and its tributaries). 

The members of the association erected two altars to Sedatus Augustus. The first al-
tar was made out of limestone (0.97 × 0.38 × 0.19 m) in a simple square shape with a 
profiled crenelation and base, whose surfaces are visibly damaged (fig. 2). The rectan-
gular inscription field contains seven lines of text (letter height: 0.07 m). Two variants 
of its reconstructed content can be found in literature. One is: Sedato / Aug(usto) / pro 
sa[l(ute)] / Aureli(i) / vilici / col(l)eg(ium) / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)28, while the 
other is: Sedato / Aug(usto) / pro sa[l(ute)] / Aureli / vilici / col(l)eg(ae) / v(otum) s(olverunt) 
l(ibentes) m(erito)29. The altar was erected to Sedatus Augustus for the health of vilicus 
Aurelius. Depending on the reconstruction of the word in the 6th line, the monument 
was erected in fulfilment of the vow made by the collegium or Aurelius’ ‘colleagues’, 
respectively. I was unable to find the abbreviation COLEG. in any of the epigraphic 
lists of abbreviations or databases of Roman inscriptions; however, I did find its variant 
COLLEG., mostly standing for the noun collegium30. Depending on their content, there 
are texts in which COLLEG. stands for collega, collegae so both of the above variants can 
be considered correct31. 

The second altar was also made out of local limestone (0.86 × 0.47 × 0.34 m) in a 
simple square shape with a profiled base and crenelation decorated with two pulvins 

27 The history of the administration of Illyrian mines is very complex and exceeds this contribution. 
For more info, see: Bojanovski 1982, pp. 89-120; Škegro 2006, pp. 149-155, Glicksman 2018, p. 264, 
with previous bibliography. 

28 The reconstruction of the text according to: Imamović 1977, pp.  344-345, n. 61. See also: 
Paškvalin 1969, p. 166, n. 1; Bojanovski 1983, p. 123.

29 Škegro 1997, p.  100, cat. n. 103; Mesihović 2011a, pp.  377-378, cat. n. 30; HD034265; 
EDCS-10000789.

30 Consulted lists: Matijašić 2002, p.  181; Handbook 2015, pp.  789-790; abbreviations in Latin 
Inscriptions by Tom Elliott for the ASGLE web site https://paregorios.org/resources/abbrev/.

31 On most inscriptions, the noun collegium is followed by the occupation of the members or the 
name of the deity around which they are gathered, for example: collegium centonariorum, collegium Herculis 
et Apollinis, etc. (for examples, see: CIL XI, 385; AE 1983, 213). There is a small percentage of inscriptions, 
such as the one from Troska, in which the name of the collegium is not specified (for examples, see: CIL V, 
4088; CIL XIII, 10024, 11). In a large number of examples, the noun collega, collegae is also followed by 
a possessive pronoun or a specification of the colleague or the ‘type’ of colleague. For example: collegas eius 
(CIL III, 14358, 22), collega fabbrum navalium, collegae lapidarii (CIL XII, 730; AE 1913, 137), etc.
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(fig. 3). The rectangular inscription field contains six lines of text (letter size: 0.04 m), 
reconstructed as follows: Sedato / Aug(usto) / pro sal(ute) / Aureli vil(ici) / collegius(!) 
/ v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)32. Therefore, this altar to Sedatus was also erected 
in fulfilment of the vow made by the collegium for the health of vilicus Aurelius33. 
Aurelius is a slave that performs the function interpreted as an iron mine manager34. 
Based on the palaeography and the onomastic formula, i.e. the name Aurelius, both 
altars date back to the period between late 2nd and mid-3rd century d.C.35. The ‘third’ 
altar from the site, dedicated to Nemesi Piae, in honour of the collegium and vilicus 
Ianuarius (fig. 4)36 is also dated back to the same period. The monument was erected 
by Ianuarius with the association’s funding (ex corpore). It is difficult to determine 
whether he is the vilicus himself or another person, a slave, with the same name. 
Bojanovski thinks that both Ianuarius and Aurelius are of Eastern origin although 
both are very common names, making it rather difficult to determine their precise 
origin37. Bojanovski assumes that there was no ‘classical’ temple architecture in the 
smelter, and that rites on the altars in honour of Sedatus and Nemesis were held on 
the porch on the west side of the outbuilding next to which they were found38. That 
would not be unicum since inscriptions found in the territory of province indicate the 
existence of at least two porches (porticus) dedicated to gods39. 

The questions are: who were the members of the collegium that erected the mon-
ument to Sedatus and why did they devote it specifically to him? What was the char-
acter of Sedatus’ cult? Is there a similar evidence of his worship from other territories 
of the Empire?

32 When it was first published, Paškvalin suggested the following reconstruction: Sedato / Aug(usto) 
/ pro sa[l(ute)] / Aureli(i) / vilici / collegius seu coll(egium) et civ(e)s / v(otum) s(olvit) seu s(olverunt) l(ibens) 
m(erito); Paškvalin 1969, p. 166, n. 2. However, this reconstruction is discarded nowadays. See: Imamović 
1977, p. 345, n. 62; Bojanovski 1983, p. 124; Škegro 1997, p. 100, cat. n. 104; Mesihović 2011a, 
pp. 336-337, cat. n. 29; EDCS-10000788; HD034264.

33 According to Sanader, the altar was erected for the well-being of Aurelius by collegium vilici, i.e. the 
association of vilici; Sanader 1996, p. 126, passim.

34 On vilici in roman mines: Carlsen 1995, p. 52, passim. 
35 Dating according to: Bojanovski 1983, p. 126. Paškvalin dates the inscription to the 3rd century, 

Paškvalin 1969, p. 167.
36 ILJug 2, 775. Nemes[i] Piae / in honor/em colle[g(ii)] / et Ianuari / vil(ici) Ianuarius / ex corpore / 

possuit(!), reconstructed according to HD034263.
37 Bojanovski 1983, p. 125.
38 Bojanovski 1983, p. 121.
39 The porches (porticus) of the Magna Mater were mentioned in the inscriptions from Arba and the 

island of Brač; see Karković Takalić 2019, pp. 176-182, pp. 442-444.
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To date, there is an abundance of works on Roman religious, professional and oth-
er associations. We know their names, structures, areas of activities and even reasons 
for their gathering40. According to M. Gibbs: «it is now generally acknowledged that 
these groups had several intertwined interests that varied in degrees of complexity in 
socio-economic and socio-religious contexts».41 It is also generally acknowledged that 
the flourishing of collegia, from the late Republican period onwards, followed the devel-
opment of the cities and that the associations played an important role in integrating 
the (new) inhabitants into civic life42. But, what happens with the associations outside 
urban contexts? As different studies have already shown, the reasons for their gathering 
remain more or less the same: «from conviviality and sociability to social networking 
and protection of economic interests»43. 

Similar reasons can be noted in the inscriptions erected by associations from dif-
ferent mining regions within the Roman Empire. For example, an inscription erected 
around 167 d.C. by the Roman citizen L. Calpurnius in honour of Iovi Optimo Maximo 
and for the health of the Emperor and the collegium aurariarum can be traced back to 
Ampelum, the centre of the mining region Alburnus Maior (Dacia)44. As the name sug-
gests, it was a professional collegium related to gold mines. Given that Calpurnius was a 
Roman citizen and that the monument was dedicated to the highest Italic deity, several 
authors consider that the collegium was formed by contractors or owners of mines and 
not by the miners themselves45. The decree on the resolution of dissolution of religious 
association collegium Iovis Cerneni, whose magister and quaestor were peregrini Artemidor 
and Valerius, originates from the same region46. The organization, disbanded through 
the document, probably had as its primary purpose offering help for funerals47. Another 
known association whose members also worshipped Iuppiter Optimus Maximus was the 
collegium salutare from the Riotinto mining region in Hispania48. Since the names of 
the members are not specified, it is assumed that they were of lower social rank – slaves 
or freedmen working in mines – and that they formed an association for their own 

40 On that subject see: Liu 2009, pp. 4-11, with previous bibliography. 
41 Gibbs 2011, p. 291.
42 Liu 2009, pp. 4-11.
43 Langelotti 2016, p. 111.
44 CIL III, 941. 
45 Hirt 2010; Pundt 2012, p. 85.
46 CIL III, p. 924, 1.
47 Pundt 2012, p. 91; Varga 2020, p. 522.
48 AE 1965, 302.
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well-being49. Miners, metallurgists, craftsmen also formed associations based on ‘ethnic’ 
origin. Inscriptions of several ethnic communities of ‘emigrants’ from the province of 
Dalmatia were found in the mining districts of Dacia50. For example, Sardeates from 
central Dalmatia formed their own collegium Sardeate in the Alburnus Maior region, in 
3rd century d.C.51. The above examples, which make up only a part of the total finds, 
lead to the conclusion that associations in the mining regions of the Roman Empire 
were formed by different groups of people – from managers, renters, to manual work-
ers – based on their economic/professional, religious, ethnic and other personal needs. 
It can also be concluded that in order to understand such collegia, in addition to the 
inscription’s content, it is necessary to know the type of activity that was performed in a 
plant, as well as its social and hierarchical structure. 

The organizational structure of the plant on the Sana river can be reconstructed 
mainly owing to epigraphic sources. At least eight inscriptions in honour of the Terra 
Mater goddess, erected for the health of emperors and members of the imperial family, 
originate from Ljubija and Briševo, located some 15 kilometres from Troska (figg. 1, 9). 
One monument from 201 d.C. was erected by a conductor (conductor ferrariarum) and 
a vilicus52, while seven others, dating between 209 and 248 d.C., were erected by seven 
different imperial procurators (procurator Augustorum; procurator) and vilici (vilicus fer-
rariarum; vilicus)53. Since only the inscription from 201 d.C. was erected by a conductor, 
it is assumed that soon afterwards, no later than 209 d.C., the administration of the 
officinae ferrariariae on the Sana river passed from private lease into state hands, which 
lasted at least until the middle of the 3rd century d.C. Unfortunately, most discovered 
altars served a secondary purpose so they cannot be linked to a specific archaeological 
site. Based on the tradition of iron extraction and sporadic finds of iron slag and tools, 
it is assumed that mines in Ljubija and Briševo existed even in the Roman period54. 
Based on the content of inscriptions to Terra Mater and the importance of the persons 
mentioned on them, I believe that in addition to the mines, an administrative building 
for these plants must have been located between Ljubija and Briševo. 

When it comes to functions related to the ‘Sanian’ district, in addition to a con-
ductor and procurators, only vilici were mentioned on the inscriptions. Given that on 

49 Oria Segura 1997, p. 211.
50 The evidence for the Dalmatian mining community at Alburnus Maior has been well documented 

and published; Zaninović 1955, pp. 85-116; Glicksman 2018, pp. 276-278 with previous bibliography.
51 AE 2003, 1491.
52 ILJug 2, 779; Imamović 1977, cat. n. 186.
53 ILJug 1, 157, 158, 161, 162; ILJug 2, 778, 780, 781.
54 Radimsky 1891, pp. 431-445; Bojanovski 1967, p. 192.
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monuments dedicated to Terra Mater, the vilicus was listed right after the procurator, 
it is assumed that the former’s function hierarchically comes after the latter’s function. 
Provided that the procurator’s jurisdiction covered the entire ‘Maezaeian’ ore-bearing 
area, it is assumed that one or possibly more vilici were in charge of the daily on-site 
management of individual metallurgical districts, plants, workshops55. This is probably 
why the association related to the smelter in Troska erected two monuments for its man-
ager Aurelius, their direct contact56.

Among inscriptions from the mining district on the Japra river, only the monument 
to Calimorphus, the imperial dispensator, could be associated with the mine adminis-
tration57. It is therefore assumed that in addition to the iron plants on the Sana river, 
managers registered in Ljubija and Briševo also oversaw nearby iron plants on the Japra 
river. It is the same type of ore, and both areas, as the former territory of the Maezaei, 
formed a defined territorial unit, metalla or territorium metalli.

The fact that no other mine-related functions, such as an archivist (tabularius), a 
scribe, secretary (librariolus), etc., had been recorded in plants on the Sana river does not 
mean that they did not exist. However, I think that their absence nevertheless indicates 
a certain degree of simplicity in the organization of Sanian (and Japrian) plants. It is 
precisely the large number of written sources on the mentioned metallurgical region of 
Alburnus Maior that makes it possible to reconstruct and examine the rich and layered 
social structure of mines and plants in great detail58. 

Let us say a few more words about Sedatus’ collegium from Troska. If the first 
inscription reads: Sedato / Aug(usto) / pro sa[l(ute)] / Aureli(i) / vilici / col(l)eg(ium) / 
v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito), the collegium is likely, just like the mentioned col-
legium salutare, an association whose members, who are not named and therefore 
are probably of a lower social rank – slaves or peregrini, ‘honour’ the manager of 
the plant where they work. In the above case, the association most likely consists of 
craftsmen, as suggested by Paškvalin, Imamović, and Bojanovski59. If the inscription 

55 On inscriptions from the Sana district, the following functions are mentioned: vilicus officine 
ferrariarie, vilicus ferrariarium and vilicus. Therefore, Dušanić believes that two different types of vilici 
existed, those in charge of the entire mining and metallurgical district (vilicus officine ferrariarie, vilicus 
ferrariarium) and those in charge of one or more plants (vilicus). However, according to K. Glicksman, 
«the exact nature of the offices is unclear, and they may even refer to the same post»; Dušanić 1977, p. 85; 
Glicksman 2018, p. 268.

56 The same, or another asociation built the altar for Nemesis in honor of vilicus Ianuarius.
57 ILJug 2, 765. Silvanis / Aug(ustis) sac(rum) / Callimor/phus Aug(usti) / n(ostri) verna / disp(ensator) 

v(otum) s(olvit); according to EDCS-10000777. 
58 Pundt 2012; Cauuet 2014, pp. 81-104; Hirt 2019, pp. 1-25.
59 Bojanovski 1983, p. 126, considers smelters (ferrarii), miners (ferri fossores), coal miners (carbonarii) 
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reads Sedato / Aug(usto) / pro sa[l(ute)] / Aureli / vilici / col(l)eg(ae) / v(otum) s(olverunt) 
l(ibentes) m(erito), it is assumed that the vilicus himself is a member of the collegium 
in question. It can be expected that colleagues are closer to the vilicus in status and 
function. In that context, Bojanovski, Carlsen, and Škegro consider the collegium to 
be an association of private lessees (colonorum)60. It is difficult to answer with certainty 
whether this workshop, as some authors suggest, was leased so other smaller private 
lessors (coloni) from that area formed an association and honoured the vilicus. The les-
sors had to be free citizens and it is questionable whether they would have honoured 
a slave. I also think that they would have left a more concrete written trace of their 
own activity and presence in the area in question, like coloni metalli Vipascensis did 
to honour procurator Beryllus (not vilicus)61. Another example are coloni P. Fundanius 
Eutyches and P. Mucianus, which, together with the procurator C. Ligurinus, restored 
a temple of Terra Mater to honour the emperor Septimius Severus. The text was writ-
ten on a plate, found in the ancient mining area near nowadays Rudnik (Moesia su-
perior)62. Given the character of the site in Troska, which served both for smelting 
and the primary processing of iron found in the nearby mines, I think, much like 
Bojanovski, Pašalić, Imamović initially assumed, that members of Sedatus’ collegium 
could be found among craftsmen, most likely smelters and blacksmiths, the most nu-
merous workers in the smelter. The legal status and origin of those craftsmen can only 
be assumed. Given the assumption that Sedatus was an autochthonous deity, maybe 
they were local inhabitants, i.e. Maezaei whose tradition of forging and smelting iron 
has been confirmed by different sources63. In that case, Sedatus could be identified as a 
deity, the protector of melting and forging iron, the patron god of metallurgy. 

Yet, the inscription dedicated to Nemesis should be considered when interpreting 
Sedatus’ cult and association in Troska. Unlike Sedatus’ cult, the ancient cult of the 
goddess Nemesis has been confirmed by numerous sources from the Greek archaic pe-
riod to Late Antiquity. It is believed that originally, in Greece, Nemesis was the goddess 
protector of fortune and its fair distribution. The fair distribution comes hand in hand 

or blacksmiths (fabbri ferrarii). See also: Paškvalin 1969, p. 166; Imamović 1977, p. 102.
60 Bojanovski 1983, p. 125, nt. 11; Carlsen 1995, p. 53; Škegro 1999, pp. 86-87.
61 AE 1908, 233; Kłodziński 2018, p. 219, with bibliography.
62 CIL III, 8333; Imp(erator) Caes(ar) L(ucius) Septimius / Severus Pert(inax) Aug(ustus) templ(um) / 

Terr(a)e Matris conlaps/um restituit sub cura / Cassi Ligurini proc(uratoris) Aug(usti) / instantia(!) P(ublio) 
Fundanio Eutyche/te et P(ublio) Ael(io) Muciano colon(is); according to HD035636.

63 By observing the origin and characters of deities, Bojanovski considers that in the example of Troska, 
autochthonous workers were inclined to worship Sedatus, while workers of Oriental origin were inclined to 
worship Nemesis. The presence of Orientals was recorded in the Japra region, while their presence in Troska 
still remains hypothetical; Bojanovski 1988, p. 273, passim.
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with authority over the organization of territories and terrains, but also retaliation 
in times of war64. The latter aspect was popularized in the period of the Late Roman 
Republic, in connection with Caesar’s victory in the Civil War65. During the prin-
cipate, Nemesis consequently became the patron of martial performances in amphi-
theatres, as well as the protector of princeps and the state. According to S. Pastor, «la 
connessione di questa dea con il mondo anfiteatrale, evidenziata dai dati archeologici, 
non deve tuttavia far pensare a una divinità unicamente ‘patrona dell’anfiteatro’ ma, in 
simbiosi con la figura dell’imperatore e nel sincretismo con Fortuna, Iustitia e Victoria 
quale strumento di riproduzione del potere di Roma»66. The last aspect was especially 
developed following Trajan’s conquest of Dacia, when Nemesis «sembra accompagnare 
l’imperatore nella sua lotta contro la barbarie»67. Therefore, it is not unusual that 
there are numerous Nemesis’ monuments in the provinces of Pannonia, Moesia, Dacia, 
and even Dalmatia68. Since Nemesis was a goddess associated with war conquests, 
amphitheatres, as well as the goddess of good and ill fortune, her monuments were 
erected by members of various civil and religious collegia (collegium fabbrum, collegium 
utriculariorum, collegium iuvenum Nemesiorum, etc.)69. All of the above leads me to 
believe that Nemesis’ presence in the foundry in Troska is linked to her significance as a 
‘state’ and/or ‘warfare’ deity. Metallurgy was important for the local economy and the 
economy of the province, but the role that officinae on the Sana river played in the 3rd 
and 4th century d.C. must have been even more important for the state – primarily as 
the supplier for the army and then the armoury and mints in Siscia. The presence of 
Sedatus could, therefore, also be explained primarily by the importance of local iron 
metallurgy at the state level, and only then by the importance of forging and metal-
lurgy as such. Sedatus’ epiclesis Augustus and Nemesis’ epiclesis Pia attest to that70. As 
for the members of Nemesis’ collegium they were probably of a lower social rank, same 
as Sedatus’ ‘collegiati’. The Terra Mater cult must have had similar, and yet different 
‘function’: within the Sanian officina, it was geographically (and in terms of the asso-

64 LIMC VI.1, s.v. Nemesis, pp. 733-773 (P. Karanastassi, F. Rausa, R. Vollkommer); Pastor 2019, 
pp. 116-117.

65 Pastor 2019, pp. 118-119.
66 Pastor 2019, pp. 120-121.
67 Pastor 2019, p. 121.
68 Pastor 2010, pp. 211-236.
69 CIL III, 13779; CIL III, 1547; CIL XII, 22.
70 Sedatus Augustus is mentioned in the following inscriptions: CIL III, 8086, 3922, 10335 and ILJug 

1, 387. I am not aware of the existence of other examples of dedications to Nemesis Pia. That epithet, 
translated as ‘devout’ or ‘dutiful’ is more often attributed to members of the imperial family, and it is 
extremely rare among gods and goddesses (see, for example, CIL VI, 363, Iunoni Piae).
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ciated activity) close but separated from the sites of Sedatus’ and Nemesis’ cults. Terra 
Mater is usually interpreted as the goddess of prosperity, fertility, identified with the 
golden age of Roman rule, especially from Severian period onwards71. In the context 
of Sana region Imamović saw her as the patron-goddess of metallurgy – the earth that 
provides various riches, including metal ore72, while Sanader sees her only as a ‘rep-
resentative’ of the state73. I believe the answer lies in between. By protecting the ore, 
as the main raw material for the workshop’s products, Terra Mater ‘protects’ the land, 
i.e. the state that benefits from those riches74. Therefore, it is not surprising that the 
two most important men of the district made offerings to her on behalf of emperors’ 
health and that Terra Mater in this context had no other worshippers (especially those 
of the lower social rank). We talk about subtleties in the ‘powers’ and areas of compe-
tence of these three deities, which were well-thought out and separated75.

In order to shed light on these hypotheses, it is necessary to analyse other Sedatus’ 
monuments as well. It needs to be determined who erected them, in which context, 
were some of them members of associations. As I have already mentioned, in the 
territory of the Roman Empire, only ten inscriptions dedicated to Sedatus have been 
found so far (fig. 10). In addition to those from Dalmatia, there is one from Moesia 
superior, three from Pannoniae76, one from Noricum, Raetia, Gallia Narbonensis and 
Germania superior77.

A monument from Ratiaria in Moesia superior is dedicated to Sedatus Augustus, for 
the well-being of the emperors Septimius Severus and Caracalla and for the Genius of 

71 Gestzelyi 1981, pp. 346; LIMC VII.1, s.v. Tellus, pp. 879-889 (E. Ghisellini).
72 Imamović 1977, pp. 185-188. According to Dušanić «Terra Mater tended to assume the traits of a 

goddess of the underworld, the mistress of diggers»; Dušanić 1999, p. 132.
73 Sanader 1996, pp. 127.
74 S. Dušanić divides miners’ cults in Illyricum in three groups based on the ‘field’ of their ‘competences’: 

gods of fertility (based on the presumption that the Romans identified the fertility of soil with the fertility of 
the subsoil), gods related to human activities in the mines and gods of the state. He links Terra Mater to the 
first group, Sedatus (identified with Vulcanus) to the second and Nemesis to the last group; Dušanić 1999, 
pp. 129-139.

75 In the Japra mining district there is evidence of worship of Iuppiter Optimus Maximus (AE 1983, 
738), Iuppiter Dolichenus and Castoribus (ILJug 2, 764) and Silvanus Augustus (ILJug 2, 765). I believe that 
a different type of ‘pantheon’ in respect to Sana area can be explained by a different type of the plant next 
which the remains of a civic settlement were discovered; Basler 1977, pp. 121-216.

76 CIL III, 3922, 10335; RIU 2, 429. 
77 AE 1897, 3 = AE 1900, 105 (Gallia); AE 2000, 1087 (Germania superior); CIL III, 5918=11929 

(Raetia); ILJug 1, 388 (Noricum); CIL III, 8086 (Moesia superior). After submitting the article I learned 
about an inscription from Domegliara (AE 2012, 578, pagus Arusnatium) that may be added to this list. 
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the collegium fabbrum78. Quintus Aelius Antoninus, the first decurion bisellarius, ma-
gister of the above-mentioned association donated this as a gift. It dates back to the 
period between 197 and 211 d.C. Monuments from Troska and Ratiaria share a simi-
lar chronological frame and the presence of Sedatus Augustus as a sort of patron of the 
collegium. However, in Ratiarian inscription there are much more important people 
involved. The protagonist is Q. Aelius Antoninus, an honorary city councillor (decurion 
bisellarius) and head of the fabbri, one of the most recognised civic associations of the 
Roman imperial period79, a sort of main representative of the people of this city. Von 
Domaszewski related the presumed function of the collegium fabrum as a civic fire 
brigade with Sedatus’ character of god of fire80. However, given the role of the collegum 
and Q. Aelius Antonius himself in the municipal community, Sedatus could be inter-
preted more broadly as well – as the patron of the community, municipal institutions 
and officials. During the reigns of Septimius Severus and his successors such functions 
were ‘held’ by gods such as Jupiter and Serapis81.

A similar role of Sedatus can be derived from the altar discovered in the Roman 
military base and settlement Gorsium in Pannonia inferior, which was erected by Aelius 
Crescens magister collegii centonariorum in 201 d.C.82. The connection between Jupiter 
and Sedatus could be confirmed by a monument from nearby Brigetio – an altar dedi-
cated to Jupiter, Silvanus, Juno and Sedatus, dating from the period between the second 
half of the 2nd and the end of the 3rd century d.C.83. Brigetio was also a castrum with an 
adjoining settlement, situated on the right bank of the Danube river in the province of 
Pannonia Inferior. It was an important military base of the Danubian limes in the period 
between the 2nd and the 3rd century. Unfortunately, the exact circumstances in which the 

78 CIL III, 8086. The inscription may read as follows: Sedato Aug(usto) pro sal(ute) / Impp(eratorum) 
Severi et Antonin(i) / Augg(ustorum) et Genio coll(egii) / fabr(um) Q(uintus) Ael(ius) Antonin(us) / dec(urio) 
primus bis(ellarius) magist(er) / coll(egii) s(upra) s(cripti) d(onum) d(edit). Reconstruction of the text according 
to: EDCS-30900021.

79 According to D. Aparaschivei, the title of bisseliarius, although deriving from an honorary place in 
the municipal theatre, reflects Aelius Antoninus’ honourable position in Ratiarian society. As for his duties 
as magister collegium fabbrum, they probably included the coordination of the association’s activities and 
its representation before the authorities and the divinity. The ‘subordinates’ of such a magister were usually 
quaestores and officiales, other decuriones; Aparaschivei 2010, p. 180.

80 von Domaszewski 1895, p. 55.
81 Grimm 1997, pp. 131-132; Rowan 2009, pp. 123-150.
82 CIL III, 10335. Sedato Aug(usto) / sacrum Publi/us Ael(ius) Crescens / magister coll(egii) / centonarior/

um v(otum) s(olvit) <l=I>(ibens) m(erito) Fausti/no e<t=I> Rufino / co(n)s(ulibus); reconstruction of the text 
according to EDCS-17800012.

83 RIU 2, 429. According to HD039193, the text may read as follows: I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo) / 
Silvan(o) / pro sal(ute) / et I(?)NAI(?) / DEVM / SEDATVI.



359

SEDATUS AUGUSTUS. TESTIMONIES OF A ‘COLLEGIAL GOD’…

inscriptions from Gorsium and Brigetio were made are not known, but a connection to 
mining can be ruled out in favour of a specific military and/or civil context.

In the western part of Pannonia, P. Paconius erected a temple and an altar (aedem et 
aram) dedicated to Sedatus Augustus84. Unfortunately, the remains of the temple have 
not been found. The altar was built into the wall of the Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
near today’s Krško. According to the location of the find, it can be linked to the ter-
ritory of municipium Flavium Latobicorum Neviodunum, an important military base 
and traffic junction located in Pannonia superior, between the Sava and Krka rivers, on 
the main road Aquileia-Emona-Siscia85. Based on the name of the city and archaeolog-
ical remains, it is assumed that the first, pre-Roman settlement, was founded by mem-
bers of the Celtic tribe Latobici. The monument was erected between the mid- and the 
end of the 1st century d.C., making it the earliest dated Sedatus’ monument. This is the 
reason why some authors associated Sedatus with that Celtic tribe86. Somewhat further 
north, in Celeia (Noricum), Sedatus Augustus and his worshipers (et cultoribus eius) 
were gifted with a cult image (signum) and an altar (ara) by L. Aufillenius Crispinus87. 
Crispinus was a Roman citizen whose gentile name most probably originates from 
central or Northern Italy, but who is identified as a member of the Celtic group of 
citizens because of his cognomen88. Based on the onomastic formula and other features, 
the monument cannot be dated more precisely than to the period between the mid-
2nd and mid-3rd century d.C.89. Although a sporadic find from the centre of modern 
Celje, it is a confirmation of the existence of a place of cult worship and another larger 
community of worshipers gathered around Sedatus in mid-2nd and mid-3rd century 
d.C. Unfortunately, the remains of the cult image has not been found90. Since south-
ern Noricum, i.e. the territory around Celeia, was inhabited by the tribe of Taurisci in 
pre-Roman times and considering Crispinus’ name, this inscription is considered to be 
an additional proof of Sedatus’ Celtic origin. It has been confirmed that in addition 
to Roman deities, numerous autochthonous Celtic deities such as Noreia, Celeia and 

84 CIL III, 3922. Sedato / Aug(usto) sac(rum) / P(ublius) Paconius / (a)edem / et aram / d(onum) d(edit), 
according to HD037717.

85 Šašel Kos 2002, p. 42.
86 Šašel Kos 2002, p. 42, with previous bibliography.
87 ILJug 1, 387. Sedato / Aug(usto) / et cultor(ibus) / eius / L(ucius) Aufilleniu(s) / Crispinus / sig{i}num / 

et aram / d(onum) d(edit), according to HD067059.
88 Šašel Kos 2002, pp. 41-42.
89 HD067059.
90 Given that Sedatus’ depictions have not been found and that his monuments do not have any 

motifs that could be defined as characteristic for his cult, Sedatus’ iconography remains unknown for the 
time being.
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others were worshipped in Celeia between the 1st and the 3rd century d.C., which can 
serve as an explanation for Sedatus’ presence91. 

Sedatus’ monument from Vetoniana (Raetia) is associated with another autoch-
thonous community. An altar in honour of Sedatus, and for the members of cohors I 
Breucorum, was erected by decurion I. Maximus, in the period between mid-2nd and 
mid-3rd century d.C. (fig. 11)92. Like the Maezaei, the Breuci were a Pannonian tribe that 
inhabited the area north of the confluence of the Vrbas river in the Sava river (fig. 6). In 
Roman times, their territory was part of the province of Pannonia, and eight auxiliary 
units in the Roman army were named after them (cohortes Breucorum)93. Monuments 
erected by members of Cohors I have been found in Central Europe, mostly along the 
so-called Rhaetian limes. Sedatus appears here as the patron of the cohort; considering 
this, and his other inscriptions, he can be connected to the protection of the army, to 
military metallurgy, and thus the Roman state. It is difficult to determine whether in 
Vetoniana he was present as a deity ‘brought along’ by soldiers or as an autochthonous 
Rhaetian deity with whose qualities the soldiers associated with. On other inscriptions 
erected by the members of cohors I Breucorum, the deities Mars, Jupiter and Noreia were 
mentioned94. Keeping in mind what we have learnt so far, the god Sedatus fits in well in 
a ‘pantheon’ of this kind. 

A name that can be associated with yet another Illyrian-Pannonian tribe, Iasae (fig. 6), 
is inscribed on a fragmented monument dedicated to deo Sedato from Lopodunum 
(Germania superior). An altar dated between 151 and 260 d.C. was erected by Sedatus’ 
devotee Iassius95, (probably) a slave just like in the case of the inscription from Dalmatia. 
The monument was found close to the urban area of roman Lopodunum together with 
an altar dedicated to Mars and Victoria96. Similar to Gersium, Brigetio and Neviodunum, 
Lopodunum was first a roman castrum, related to the Germanic limes which developed 
into a municipium. Although Iassius’ origin from the territory of the Iasae in Pannonia 

91 Noreia (and similarly also Celeia) could be seen as: «a polyvalent mother goddess, victorious 
protectress of a nation, a goddess of fertility, nature, and general welfare, with healing powers, a patroness 
of everyday activities, as well as of life beyond the grave», Šašel Kos 2008, pp. 289-290.

92 CIL III, 5918=11929. Sedato / sacrum / coh(ors) I Bre(ucorum) / ex v(oto) s(uscepto) l(ibens) / v(otum) 
s(olvit) c(uram) a(gente) Iul(io) / Maxim/o dec(urione); reconstruction and date according to EDCS-27500317.

93 Mesihović 2011b, p. 65, with bibliography.
94 CIL VI, 6478 (Mars); IBR 333 (Iuppiter Optimus Maximus); CIL III, 5613 = 11781 (Noreia).
95 AE 2000, 1087: [D]eo Sedato Iassius / [...]anus aram / ... Although authors AE 2000, 1087 state 

that Iassius is «un nom typique des Trevires et des Mediomatriques», it also appears as the name of a tribe in 
Northern Pannonia (fig. 6). See also: Matijević 2012, pp. 100-101.

96 AE 2000, 1087. Three altars were found in a location just outside of the southern rampart of 
Lopodunum, close to a quartier in which the remains of two mithraea and a roman temple were identified. 
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cannot be confirmed, it is interesting to note that in this case there is also a link between 
Sedatus and the patrons of the Roman army and the State – Mars and Victoria. Another 
gift to deo Sedato is an altar from Acaunum (Alpes Poeninae, Gallia Narbonensis) erected 
by T. Vinelius Vegetinus, duumvir (fig. 12). It dates between 201 and 300 d.C.97. Like 
several previously mentioned dedicants, Vegetinus was a Roman citizen and magistrate. 
The ara was found in the abbey of St. Maurice, which, according to the archaeologists 
was built on the remains of a temple dedicated to Nymphs and Mercurius98. A relation-
ship between the temple dedicated to the Nymphs and Mercurius and the place of cult 
worship of Sedatus hasn’t been proposed yet.

Several conclusions can be reached based on the analysis of inscriptions from the terri-
tory of Dalmatia and data on Sedatus’ monuments from other provinces. Geographically, 
Sedatus’ monuments appear in eight different Roman provinces in Central Europe 
(fig. 10). The westernmost and, at the time, the latest monument is the one from Gallia, 
and the easternmost from Moesia. Monuments can be dated to a wide period between 
the mid-1st century and the late 3rd century d.C. Monuments from the ‘later’ period 
(mid-2nd and 3rd century d.C.) prevail. The only monument dating between the mid-1st 
and 2nd century is the altar from Neviodunum, which would indicate that Sedatus’ cult 
originates in western Pannonia, possibly among members of the pre-Roman Celtic tribe 
Latobici. In addition to them, he is explicitly worshipped by the Breuci, and possibly the 
Iasae that belong to the Pannonian pre-Roman peoples. Marjeta Šašel-Kos suggests that 
Sedatus was a pre-Celtic deity99. In my opinion, that (or a similar) assumption seems 
rather possible due to the geographical area through which it was spread (an area that, 
in pre-Roman and Roman times, included different territorial-administrative units), 
due to the etymology of his name and the presence of the name Sedatus in proper no-
menclature during the entire Roman period. Another argument in favour is the wide 
range of ‘functions’ that he ‘covers’, related to metallurgy, army, civil administration, 
which have been crucial for human society since metals were found and settlements 
developed. In that context, the (re)emergence of Sedatus in mid-1st and especially in 3rd 
century d.C., could be seen as a sort of a ‘revival’ of an ‘old’ central European god. That 
phenomenon can be associated with the ‘religious policies’ of the emperors of that time, 
among whom Septimius Severus stands out. By the words of C. Rowan: «the Severan 
emperors would rule with the support of deities whose cultic centres lay both in Rome 

97 AE 1897, 3 = AE 1900, 105; Collart 1941, pp. 12-13, n. 6. Deo Sedato / T(itus) Vinelius / Vegetinus 
/ IIviral(is) / d(e) s(uo) d(onum) d(edit); HD022556.

98 Collart 1941, p. 1, passim.
99 Šašel Kos 2002, pp. 41-42.



362

PALMA KARKOVIĆ TAKALIĆ 

and in the provinces of the empire»100, a rule illustrated by the famous attic-relief from 
the Arch of Septimius Severus in Leptis Magna in which the sanction between Severus and 
Caracalla takes place in the presence of the tutelary deities of the imperial family and of 
Leptis Magna (fig. 13)101. 

The ‘range’ of functions was probably the reason why different groups of worshipers 
gathered around Sedatus. In Raetia, they were cultores, in Pannonia and Moesia members 
of civil association of collegium fabbrum and fabbri centonari, in Dalmatia metallur-
gists. Sedatus was the patron of the entire cohort of the Breuci stationed in Germania. 
Other than members of the associations, there were also several representatives of local 
communities. This leads me to believe that Sedatus was recognised as an official, public 
god of those communities102. The presumption can be argued by the frequent use of 
the epiclesis Augustus. In a study on gods that were explicitly called Ausgustus/Augusta in 
inscriptions from the Urbs, S. Panciera interprets the use of these epithets as the result 
of a specific ‘relationship’ of the gods with the current emperor. A large percentage of 
devotees from Pancieras’ examples belong to groups/associations related to the imperial 
family, imperial and local administration (such as magistri, ministri vici, members of 
collegium Larum, dispensator fisci frumentarii, tabularius a marmoribus, members of colle-
gium structorum, etc.).103 There are many similarities with the cited Sedatus’ inscriptions, 
but this remains the subject of another research.

All of the above leads me to believe that we should not a priori associate Sedatus 
only with the Roman deity Vulcan, but also with deities such as Jupiter, Mars, etc. who 
protect key aspects of the Roman state: functional state and local administration and 
economy, well-organised and victorious army. A good example of a monument that en-
compasses these aspects of the Roman state was erected in 276 d.C. in Rome by cives ex 
provincia Belgica Augusta Viromandu in honour of Jupiter, Mars, Nemesis, Sol, Victoria 
et omnibus dis Patriensibus (fig. 14)104. 

100 Rowe 2012, p. 1.
101 Kleiner 1992, p. 343; Beard, North, Price 1996, p. 350.
102 On sacra publica: Scheid 2011, pp. 29-39. 
103 Panciera 2008, p. 236.
104 CIL VI, 2821.
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Fig. 1 Map of the Sana and Japra river basins with sites and roads from the Roman era (from 
Basler 1977, p. 121). In red – sites of Sana mining district; in orange – sites of Japra 
mining district (by Author).

Fig. 2  Prijedor, Muzej Kozare – Museum of Kozara, votive altar dedicated to Sedatus Augustus 
(Author’s photograph).

Fig. 3 Prijedor, Muzej Kozare – Museum of Kozara, votive altar dedicated to Sedatus Augustus 
(Author’s photograph).

Fig. 4 Prijedor, Muzej Kozare – Museum of Kozara, votive altar dedicated to Nemesis Pia 
(Author’s photograph).

Fig. 5 Ground plan of a Roman smelter at Šehovci; a – smelter with furnaces: h1, h2; b1, 
b2 – forges; f, g1, g2 – unknown purpose; d1, d2, d3, d4 – apartments with associated 
porches: l1, l2; (from Radimsky 1891, p. 437, fig. 3).

Fig. 6 South border of Strabo’s and Appian’s Pannonia with territories of Pannonian tribes.  
-------- Administrative border between Pannonia and Dalmatia  
––––– Southern Pannonian ethnic border (according to Strabo and Appian)  
(from Domić-Kunić 2006, p. 65, fig. 1).

Fig. 7 Ground plan of Roman officina ferrariaria at Blagaj-Moslovare on Japra river. I – main 
entrance; II, III – forge; IV – unidentified function; V – headquarters; VI, VII – ma-
gazines; IX – thermae and the associated structures; X – thermae; XI – unidentified 
function; XII, XIII – apartment buildings; XIV – basilica; XV, XVI, – unidentified 
function; XVII – roman temple, sacred area (from Basler 1977, p. 125, fig. 3.).

Fig. 8 Major metal mining regions of Dalmatia (from Glicksman, 2018, p. 263, fig. 1).

Fig. 9 Prijedor, Muzej Kozare – Museum of Kozara, votive altar dedicated to Terra Mater 
(Author’s photograph).

Fig. 10  The distribution of Sedatus’ monuments (Google Earth, Author).

Fig. 11 Votive altar from Vetoniana dedicated to Sedatus (from EDCS-27500317).

Fig. 12  Votive altar from Acaunum dedicated to Sedatus (from EDCS-16900002).

Fig. 13  Attic panel with concordia augustorum, Arch of Septimius Severus, Leptis Magna (from 
Kleiner 1992, p. 341, fig. 310).

Fig. 14  A plate in the shape of an aedicula with a relief depiction of Jupiter, Mars and Nemesis 
from Rome. Inscription dedicated to Iuppiter Optimus Maximus, Mars, Nemesis, Sol, 
Victoria et omnibus dis Patriensibus (from EDCS-18900606).
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