R 'Iadtes and Gentlemen ; o : o B o
I 'es'_me great pleasure to weicome 'you thrs_l)e of pment Pohcy Forum on’ “Human R:ghts m :-f‘ :
Developing Conntrxes" on behalf of the (  Fed stry for Eeonerm Cooperation and - ’
_'Deveiepment. Tlns is the second oocas:on on Wlnch we ¢ have held a hzgh-level mtematmnal pohcy
. dialo ogue on the issue of human rights and development. Tlus event shows the value we place on the -

- application of all human rights, and on the progress madei m estabhshmg further 1ntemahonal relatxons
“to promote peace and developmenL i T

j The German Federal Government sees development not only asa process with- soc1a1 and. economzc
'aspects but also as. a deeply political | process per se! Deveiopment means an mcrease in the freedom of
mdlvxdnals. ‘We view sustamable development asa globally shared task, and it i is thus within the ;
’ context of mtematlonal action that we orgaruze our efforts for the fair shapmg of globahzat:on changes g FS
- to global structiires and framework condxtxons development cooperatwn with partner countries and
e also our, own neoessary.reforms Bearmg mind the Umted Nauons Mlllenmum Declarauon and the :

: ndent aud must be
m tlns field,

ed together. After all,"you Ihave al eomeheretoday in your capacxty as 'expe



EE -_‘:Nonetheiess, | wouid hke to rerterate some of the reasons why German’ development polxcy has put so
3 much effort into finking human nghts and development issues in recent years.

- The Umted Natzons Development Programme clearly stated in 2000 that development : and human

£ nghts appeared partly as a eonsequence of the East 'West conflict - to have existed for many years m." _f- 1

C two separate worlds. In fact, the world of developmentpohcy , with its focus on o

& 'programmes often eohtraddwted the human nghts language of standards and duties.’ :
" There has been an mcreasmg rapprochement over the past ten to fifteen years. The Vienna ‘World '

Conference on I-Iuman Rrghts in 1993 stated in its ﬁnai document that human nghts and development

* are mterdependent and mutually affect and strengthen one another. The UNDP's Réport on Human

_ " Development, wlnch has been so important to the concepmai debate on development policy, described

* . human rights and the "human development“ model in 2000 as bemg complementary and mutually
: -_supportrveg\ : _ :
. Itis thus necessary to mtensrfy the cooperataon between the two spheres and put it into pracuce In
. this regard, there is still much to be accomphshed and further progress to be made in ministries and
- development organizations.
German development pohcy in’ recent years has lazd a partrcular emphasxs on the foilowmg areas of -
~ human nghts , .
* German development cooperat:ron mcludes hurnan rights in all four of our target dlmensmns -
_political; economic, social and environmental. (1 am sure that representauves of other donor

‘organizations will be reporting similar approaches over the next few days.) The 2015 Programme of -

Action on Poverty Reduction, whrch as I mentioned prevrously, is Germany s contribution to the
melementauon of the Millennium Declaration, names hurnan rights - be they civil, political, ¢ orin
particular economic, social and cultural - asa cntenon, goal and instrument of our- policy.

" % We support the afﬁrmatron and anchoring of human rights at a global level via participation in
the UN High Commission for Human Rights, the strengthemng of standards and mechamsms e.g. the
- use of an md1v1dual appeal procedure in the Socml Pact, and also in the International Criminal Court,

. which fortunately is now able to commence work and also in the context of the EU. _
¥ Weare actlvely raising human nghts issues ;n our Policy Dialogue with partner- countnes and
~ have been Working since 1991 with what are known as the Five Criteria of the Federal Ministry for

‘Economic Cooperatron and Developmenz. Along Wrth other considerations, these criteria determiine the

" nature and scope of our cooperation. This approach applies to all criteria that either explicitly or -

‘ ,_1mp11c1tly relate to human nghts A serious vrolatron of the criteria can lead to a reduction or even

- suspension of b:lateral deveiopment coopération: The approach here, however, is not solely sanctron— :
- based; the aim is't ﬁnd the eombmauon of measures that best promotes human rights.
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