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: ':_ et me begm by thanking Joe Nyé not only for gwmg me
: that warm introduction, but for laying to rest one persis-

_ tent canard about this fine institution. Tt used to be said .
" iri some circles that the Kennedy School was a plot to infiltrate
Joe Nye’s appointment proves that
' the opposite is true: the federal government is in fact a plot to.
~_infiltrate the Kennedy School. :
A year ago, I met.with you to explain the guiding principles:
‘of this- Administration’s foreign policy and our priorities for

995} am here today to assess a remarkable period of achieve-

ves for 1996. -

= The end of the Cold War has. gwen us ‘an unprccedemeci_ _
opportumty to shape 2 more secure world of open societies and

- open markets —a world in which American interests and ideals
" par-thrive. But we also face serious threats from which no
.- border can shield us — terrorism, pr{;hferatton crime and dam-

- age to'the environment.

“This is not the end of hxstory, but history n fast—ferward

' .-it took an international commission to ptece together what had
* happened. : Now, images of viclence in Sarajevo are beamed

. instantly around the world:. Six decades ago, it took several .
_: 1 yeurs for the Great Depresszon to become a global disaster.”

* Now, an economic- crisis in Mexico can dlsrupt the giobal
cconomy in the blink of an eye. .

: In this time of accelerated change Amencan ieadership must

" remain constant. We must be clear-eyed and vzgﬂant in pur-

it for American d:plomacy and to discuss our main objec-

R Y nnlv

the Umtcd States has the vision and strength to consohdate the e
gains of the last few years, and to build an even better world:

Six years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, some still think 5' P '_ .
that we can escape the problems of the world by building walfs -~
around America. But the evidence of the last three years shoald - -~

settle the debate about America’s role in the world. ‘Becatse

President Clinton has rejected the pathof retreat, we have forged - .

a record. that proves the enduring value of Amerzcan Ieader— :

ship and American engagement.. . R
Thi¢ President, with heip from. mterﬂattonahsts in both par- L

‘ties, has made the United States the world’s driving force for'

. peace. Thinkof it. Had we not led, the war in Bosnia would ;=
continue today, wasting ifinocent lives, threatening a wider war -
and eroding the NATOQ Alliance. Had we not led, there would =" .

-not be thie prospect of comprehenswe pedce in the Middle East.. "7

And there would- be scant hope for rec0n01hat10n in Northem '

Treland.

: Without Arﬁencan 1eadersh1p thugs would sull rulc in Ham e -
3 . and thousands of Haitian refugees would be trying toreachour | .+
" - Fight decades ago, wheni this century’s first Balkan war ended,"

shores. The-Mexkican economy would be in free- fall; threateéf. .

"ing our prosperity and harming emerging markets and the glo- :

bal economy. . We would not have made the kind of progress

on the fullest possible accounting of American POWs and MIAs: "
‘that allowed us to recognize Vietnam.. We. would not have: .
“gained the indefinite extension of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera< ==
.- tion Treaty — the most important barrier against the spreadof = F
nuclear weapons.. And North Korea could be buﬂdmg nuclear D

bombs.

The Iesson is clear. e lead we cail sustain thc momens. < oo
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Our' strength: is a blessing, not a burden. President Clinton is
determined to.use it wisely and decisively:

orces in Congress who would cut our foreign affairs budget so-
ceply that we would have to draw back from our leadership—-

self-destructively slashing our, infernational programs. These

years and a lack oﬁ confidence that our great nation can shape
Cthe future, - - |

» S The recent shutdown of the U:S. government was particu-

-+ larly ‘troubling to me because it eroded our international repa-
.. ‘tation for reliability and integrity. In my recent travels-abroad,

- Lhave been struck by the far-reaching consequences of the shut- -
.down: For leaders and: ordinary citizens in many parts of the - -

--world, it seéemed as if the most powerful nation in the world
- was closing for business. Our failure to pay our bills and our

‘employees - was conduct not worthy of a great nation. It must' -

.- not happen again.

" Three weeks ago, [ was described in the péges.df Newsweek

" as'a“true believer that America must be involved inthe world.”

Iplead guilty. I came of age after World War I, in the years
--our leaders made the investments whose benefits all of us are-

- reaping today. Lam not a politician. ButIdo have a bias: for. .
.. 'the kind ‘of foreign policy that makes America a reliable and- -
~principled leader; a bias for a foreign policy. that projects”

. -America’s unigué purpose and strength. I hope that every can- -
... didate who aspires to the presidency will keep these important
" guideposts in mind. e
-+ Our commitment to provide leadership is the first of the ceri-

- tral principles guiding our foreign policy that I outlined here. -

o last year:- A second pfinciple 1 enunciated then is the need to

- strengthen the institutions that provide an enduring basis for
-+ global peace and prosperity.- These institutions, such as the
- United Nations, NATO, and the World Bank, help us to share-
.. thee burdens and costs of leadership. This year, a top priority
- will be working with Congress to meet our fimancial obliga-

_~'tions to-the UN as it undertakes an essential program of -

" reformn. o _ _ _
: rd_Drincinla ic that cunmnrt far damidaoeo. —2 3 1o

T it _:efe'ated. communism, freéﬁ us from the dén'geru of
nuclear war, and unfurled freedom’s flag around the world. -~

Our strength simply-cannot be maintained on mé'chéa'p. And’ _
fora year now, the President and I have been fighting those .

closing important embassies, shutting down peacekeeping,and = -~

- are niot-responsible. proposals. “They would weakexn America
--precisely when we must remain strong; precisely when other - - -
| mations are looking to us for leadership. They betray a lack of
- appreciation for what Amefica has accomplished in the last 50 o
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