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A

e phenomenon of hoarding is a special aspect of economic, social or political life throughout the European
continent, generally divided into utilitarian assemblages and votive deposits. To a lesser extent, it is located at
the Helladic area in the third phase of the Late Bronze Age, almost parallel to the establishment of the Myce-
naean palatial civilization. To date, only twenty-three hoards of metal objects have been identi ed from the
core or the periphery of the Mycenaean world. Although in most cases there is a lack of data from the context
or the conditions of unearthing Helladic hoards, few deposits are recognized as possible collective o erings to
the aquatic or supernatural element. Mainly though, they are located in a domestic or public space, which is
usually controlled by the administrating bodies of the Mycenaean authority. e brief examination of the Hel-
ladic hoards leads to few interesting conclusions, regarding their contents and their possible character or their
chronological order, before and a er the gradual decline of the Mycenaean civilization in 1200 BC.
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R

I fenomeno della deposizione dei ripostigli fa luce su aspetti particolari della vita economica, sociale o politica
nella preistoria dell Europa continentale ed £ rappresentato da contesti generalmente distinti in complessi uti-
litari e depositi votivi. In misura minore il fenomeno riguarda | area elladica nella terza fase della tarda et del
Bronzo, all incirca corrispondente allo sviluppo della civilt palaziale micenea. Allo stato attuale soltanto venti-
tr@ ripostigli di bronzi sono stati identi cati nelle regioni di cultura micenea, tanto centrali quanto periferiche.
Bench@ nella maggior parte dei casi manchino dati sui contesti e sulle circostanze di rinvenimento, alcuni depo-
siti sono riconosciuti come possibili 0 erte comunitarie a enti soprannaturali. Tuttavia i depositi provengono
principalmente da spazi domestici o pubblici, controllati di norma dalle istituzioni amministrative micenee.
Un breve esame dei ripostigli elladici conduce ad alcune interessanti conclusioni concernenti i loro contenuti,
laloro natura e la loro collocazione cronologica nelle fasi precedenti o successive al declino della civilt micenea
nel 1200 a.C. ca.
p
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Hoarding bronze in the Mycenaean world and its periphery

e phenomenon of hoarding! is characteristic
across almost the entire European continent, where
it has been quite thoroughly studied at least in cer-
tain areas. In terms of chronology, it matches the
systematic use of metals in the course of the Final
Neolithic or Chalcolithic period or at least from
the fourth millennium BC onwards, when it grad-
ually expanded throughout Europe. Metal objects
were exceptionally valuable to the prehistoric user
and were deposited or concealed, because they rep-
resented the end products of composite and collec-
tive processes, over which as a rule the owner had
no control. Location and exploitation of ore depos-
its, technology for the extraction of pure metal from
the ore (smelting), commercial circulation and dis-
tribution of raw materials, continuous experimen-
tation for the creation of durable alloys, casting as
well as nal processing of the objects (hammering,
sharpening, grinding), but also the knowledge of the
degree to which all these aspects were desirable for
the subsequent determination of their value, imply
the involvement of unknown to each other people
and groups from di erent regions, along with the
occurrence of organized networks for the circu-
lation of raw materials and artefacts or objects, all
along the long way from production to consump-
tion (cha ne opfratoire).?

Hoarding continues to be practised mainly
through the Early and less so in the Middle Bronze
Age, to reach its peak in the Late Bronze Age and
even more towards its end. It evolves into a com-
posite economic and social-political phenomenon,
which diachronically characterises the diverse hu-
man activity, but o en also extends into the broad-
er ideological or religious sphere. European hoards
are mainly distinguished in utilitarian assemblag-
es and votive deposits with a corresponding inten-
tion of later recovery or not.® Of course, each hoard

1| extend my warmest thanks to Elisabetta Borgna for
the chance to participate in the webinar of May 22" 2021 on
the Late Bronze Age hoards, Nature and Function of Bronze
Deposition between Europe and the Mediterranean: Hoards of
the Late Bronze Age, Scuola Interateneo di Specializzazione in
Beni Archeologici (Universit di Trieste Udine Venezia).

2 G ,B 2010, pp. 419-442
(especially: p. 421, g.1).
B 1990: he identi es many parameters for

their classi cation.
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must be examined separately as to the conditions
and setting of its unearthing, its content and proba-
ble character, if we area erall aiming at an as much
as possible objective interpretation, when this is
tangible. ey occur more frequently in the tran-
sitional period of crisis from the Late Bronze Age
to the Early Iron Age. e long-standing question,
why such large quantities of bronze are taken out of
circulation, when metal becomes hard to nd, due
to the collapse of the composite social-political and
economic structures in the Aegean and Europe, re-
mains in fact unanswered to this date.

On the Greek mainland things are quite dif-
ferent. The composite phenomenon of hoard-
ing metal or bronze objects appears in the third
millennium BC or Early Bronze Age in mainland
Greece (new hoard from Komotini, Petralona,
Rodotopi, Thebes, Eutresis), but also in the is-
lands of the Aegean (Aegina, Keros, Syros, Naxos,
Lemnos-two).* The occurrence of just about elev-
en examples simply indicates the limited extent of
the phenomenon. A greater surge is observed in
the Late Minoan | period or the mid-second mil-
lennium BC on the island of Crete (e.g. LM 1,
Mochlos and recently Chrysi).® In all probability,
this was also the period, in which the copper ores
of Cyprus at the foothills of the Troodos moun-
tain range were exploited on an industrial scale.
Standardized raw material is now transported by
merchant ships and distributed to ports of the
east Mediterranean (early shipwrecks of Kyme
and Kumluca, late shipwrecks of Uluburun and
Gelidonya) for the gradual manufacture of alloys
and objects.

e phenomenon attains its greatest extent in
the third phase of the Late Bronze Age and espe-
cially in the transitional period between the Late
Helladic 11, and {1JC phase, when the Mycenaean
civilization reaches its culmination and eventual-
ly its gradual fall. About twenty-three hoards with

‘B 1969, pp. 1-11. e Early Bronze Age
hoards were presented by the author in a web lecture (19-
10-2021), which was given at the University of Heidelberg,
Institute of Prehistory, Protohistory and Near-Eastern
Archaeology, titled Aegean Early Bronze Age Deposition and
Corresponding Metalwork: Towards a Native Autonomy?.

®  Mochlos: S 2008, pp. 143-156. Chrysiisa new ex-
cavation on Crete.
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F 1

Map showing the seventeen sites of the twenty-three Late Helladic 11 hoards (by the author).

bronze objects are known from seventeen sites
( g.1) in the Helladic territory: Mycenae- ve and
Tiryns in the Argolid, Ayios Vasileios in Laconia,
Mygdalia in Achaea, the Acropolis of Athens, Oros
on Aegina and Kanakia on Salamis,  ebes-two,
Orchomenos and Anthedon in Boeotia, Kierion
of Karditsa, Kalydon in Aetolia and Polis Cave
on Ithaka, Stephani of Preveza and Katamachi of
loannina, Chania and Karphi-two on Crete. e

rst  een hoards from ten sites were unearthed in
the core region of the Mycenaean world, of which
eleven come from six palatial sites and another four
from similarly important Mycenaean sites. e last
eight were found at seven sites in the so-called pe-
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riphery of the Mycenaean world (with the excep-
tion of Chania).

e Mycenaean hoards present several problems
as to their archaeological context or excavation set-
ting, since most of them are older occurrences or ac-
cidental and handed-in ndings (nineteen), while
only four represent new excavation nds (Ayios
Vasileios, Mygdalia, Kanakia, Chania). Related
studies are con ned to just one published doctor-
al thesis, a few scienti c articles and simpler refer-
ences.® We realise right away that this particular

¢S
pp. 233-262; B

1972,K M
2018, pp. 509-539.

.M 1988,
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