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2002 Conference ‘of Ambassadors Rome, 24/07/2002

J avxer Solana, High Representanve for the EU Common Forelgn and Security Policy

Ladies and Gentlemen-, :
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 Ttisa great pleasure for me to be here today, and I wish to thank Prime Minister Berlusconi for

T

inviting me to this annual event.

- WhatI intend to do today, is to give you some frank and st:mghtforward views on the role of

: Europe in the new geo-strategic context. _
Europe is mcreasmgly encouraged to play a fuller part in 1ntemat10nal affairs. There is a “demand
for Europe”. The question then arises: are we - ‘European leaders and governments - able and

wnlhng to respond adequately to this demami{:for a more effective EU role and world affair§?_

=

I must admit that I 1 am often confused at some of the crmmsm surroundmg the current stage inthe
European construction. It has becomc fashionable for foreign affairs commentators to criticise
Europe's mactlon" or “irrelevance" in worid crises, from the Mgddle East to Afghanistan; from
Irag to the Pere} il Island! _
.. T am not surprxsed at the cnttcxsm commg from ‘nationalist or populist’ pOlIthlanS thtch have the
. nation or even their- tegion as the only pohtlcal honzon)’xghnng Enropc 1$ @ matter of survwal for
them-. ‘ _
But I am dzsappomted at European pohtxc;ans giving way to thc temptatlon of blarrung Europe or -
- Brussels, for problems or decisions which spe & ‘st.ad of their own making. It is an easy trick, .
* which unfortunately appears fo work most of the time. But at great cost for ﬂae-EU'§ image and_ |
popuianiy with its citizens. - _ | | . -
And especxally -I'wish to take issue- with the perpetual under-ratmg of- current BU progress; done by e
nostalgics of earher phases in European mtcgratwn Conventxonai wisdom has it that espec:aliy the -
so—calied Koﬁff tté’“d?éé?s were somcthm g of a Goidcn Agc for. European integration. |
I have had my humbie role in that Eumpe We did aciuevc much and it is true that much pohtxcai

} wsxon was at play But to bc honest, the vmon dxd not always matenahse ina demswe or strbnger




" role for Europe wlnch seems to be whai we are sorely rmssmg today . -
Just thnik back at the way that leadershlp handled the fall-out of the 1989 "revolutxon especxally
the rev1va1 of nationalist feelmgs throughout Europe, whzch led to the Balkan wars, Or atthe

L Eumgean role in the Middie East at the ttme of the Madnd conference ‘Where the EU was the host

‘and tlw/ aymaster wpale, the poiltxcal agenda was rmun by others. oday, the EU is the mam pohtlcal o
" actor nrﬁ?a alkans. The reglon s entire. stabllrty depends on us, and on the Europcan petspective . - U

we have offercd to its States and to its people. Agreemcnts are now signed in Europe no Ionger n
*-Dayton or at Camp Dav1dvz ' ‘

In the Middle East-the EU has’ at last gained a seat at the main pohtlcal tabl agamst all odds Even . V/ e
in 2 chstant crisis such as Afghanistan, Europe is now playing a crucial rolc in splte of :
" all the criticism levelled at its lrrelevancﬂl_zt s not forget that the agrecments on which the

: cunjent Afghan Administration m were signed in Bonn; that the EU was by far the main donor .
| at the Tokye conference; that military contributions from 13 EU countries constitute the backbone

of the Stabilisation Force (ISAF) in Kabul:

AndI am leavmg tomorrow, from Rome for an official trip which would have been unthmkable

' only a couple of years ago: to Indw, Paklstan, Afghanistan, and Iran, ending up in Brunex where I
will represent the EU at the main Ministerial meeting on security in Asta, along51de the

US, Russia, China and Japan - among others.

So much for European irreievance‘

The EU does exist on the international scene. It is already a powerful actor, and a major pole of

© R e

: stabzhty Anditis makmg progress irrespective of criticism by those who prefer to look in the rear-
* mirror, rather than at the rea.hty of today '
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