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"Conflict or Consensual ‘Coeperatiqn-between the Generations v
Ladies and Gentlemen, o S Oi“jjéﬁ /Al' Sean 3

I am delighted to be here at this summit of generations and to speak to you on the theme -

* "Conflict or, Cooperation between Generations". This is a crucial issue at any time, It has

always been a test of civilisation - how we care for the oldest, youngest and most

- vulnerable members of our communifies. It is an issue which is made partlcularly urgent by : .
the demographxc changes facmg us in the second and tlurd decades of the 21st century.

wé, know that a large ma}ority of older workers believe that they are discriminated -
against on grounds of age. That they are hampered on the labour market by age
' discrimination and ageism. And that they are afraid of losmg their jobs because, no

matter how good thekd are, the;r chancm of finding new employment aftér the age of
fifty are virtually. ml

Early reurement is not the answer oertamly not any more. Europe will mcreasmgly need

- the productive output of i its older workers. I have been working with my services to prepare
..a Directive under the new Article 13 of the Amsterdam Treaty which will seek to outiaw all -
* forms of discrimination in the labour market on arange of grounds, :
‘mcludmg grounds of age. ‘This is not only the right thing to do; it wrll bea timely and

economically valuable contnbuuon o better agemg in Europe Tt will help us. unlock the
. :.ipotentzal of our olderworkers. T

"

" But wnen I'tallé abeut the cbnttibut'ioh;df older people, "I'm not just thinking of "tlle: e o
. formal Workplace. In our draft commumcahon we speak of "active ageing". That does not
 stop with retlrement. Active ageing is about engaging in soc;ally valuabie act.rv;tles such as .

| " voluntary work, informal service and makmg the most of physxcally and mentally
sttmulatmg leisure activities.

) If we can- create a chmate of actwe agemg, we can.achieve two things in favour of
" solidarity between the generatmns. . :

Firstly, the contribution of older people after retirement will be of real value to society




.-as aWhole. A large number of involved, healthy and

~ the potentmal to expand civil socrety and non—govemmental rgamsatrons to an s
enormous extent. Everyone wﬂ} beneﬁt from snch a development. ‘

Secondly, by staymg actrve engaged and self-rehant, oider peopie can contnbute to o
restraining the inevitable increase in health and caring costs. In simple terms, staying active . .
is good for health. We know from geriatric medlcme that it can. help- postpone and lmm{mse:: :

the effecfs of agemg The addmonal cost burden can be minimised, agam to the benefitof ~ ~ 1
all.

Nevertheless, we must recognise the inevitability tﬁat we will have to deal w1th signiﬁe'a'nf
and continuous growth in thé demand for long-term care provision. So, as well as seeking
to ensure the greatest possible mdependence of older people, our parallel priority must be to

increase and improve care provxszon for those who need it when they need. zt. That too, is
crucial to the creation of a socrety for all ages. '

!

Germany has ploneered the approach to thls question with the development of its iong-term

* care branch of the social i insurance system, somethmg which is of great interest throughout S

the rest of the Union. It is a good example: of what I spoke about earlier - how present ’ C

mechanisms for social’ solzdanty can be adapted to handle the challenges posed by agenig I
. have frequentiy urged other member states to develop their own ways of dea]mg wzth thiS

- wtalchalienge o e o

 Asl sald earher when we look to the future inan agelng Europe, we in- the Comlmssmn

B can see no rmracle cures, 10 panaceas. Nor, however do we see reasons to fear the mter-

generatmﬁai conﬂict which. your theme suggests pe the Commission can help by -

Sponsoring. a—m exchange betwe?pol;;y makers and interest groups ac 0 the b
: - Union and it isin ﬂus spmt that I was very happy to take up ‘the- mvnauf ;

B He:msch to take part in this conference here today As I have sa.:d often before in soc1al _
~ policy, we in Europe share basic objecuves but are- very dwerse in the way we meet ﬁiese
ob_;ectlves. Thxs is not a weakness; if's a strength We have much to learn from one another.
We can, together, ﬁnd the right mix of policies and pract;oes whlch will allow us- to look _ ,
rforward to a future in which longer life can be celebrated as a great achxevement for soc1ety o -
asa whole and a- .great gift for peopie as mdwnduals o o : R

1 wi_sh‘you a sueeeesful and sti'rrmlatiﬂg confere_nee._

Thank you. -
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