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Ladies and gentlemen, o i

AAFEHN
A cartoonist has depicted the best case fi Ct the Eui:bpean Union: Ttalians the&lm_the/’
chefs and British the ghaufféﬁ}s._The..&gr)ﬁ(éa{,}séltalians the chauffeurs, Belgians the lovers and
British the chefs.@ typically British caricature of cultural diversity in Europe/ In reality diversity is
something to ceIebi"’éii@Tﬁé European Union benefits from its diversity, co-operation and:
experience.
€ The debate over the future of Europe is similarly ca'/ri'catured: between advocates of a ‘federalist

4 superstate€’ on the one hand, and an EYJ Eﬂﬁ\?d g%or; inter-governmentalism on the othef. The Laeken

Declaration could be read as givingqc)&%giit to both caricatures. In fact, the mandate it has given to
_‘f. the Convention should and must allow us to break new ground and find a new way of doing
- Etropean business, for a new era. ' '

Not before time. Because, despite its enormous success — a success which has confo nded the
~sceptics — the EU as an institution needs a step change. The EU institutions are too@ﬁ’%“?é?rohl the
G)eopie of Europe. The low turnout in European elections and the loss of the Irish referendim —
/Where the NO campaign won on a slogan ‘If you don’t know, vote NO® — are salutary calls for
{ change. ' ‘

The most important question for the Convention to address is: how can we improve the Union’s
ability to deliver. Because delivery is what matters to the public. Delivery on full smploymient and
competitiveness. Delivery on security. Delivery on the environment. Delivery on human rights. .
Delivery on democracy and accountability. Delivery on international justice and the EU as a
. progressive force for global good, not a protectionist club. '

"\ Livery reform proposal must be judged against this delivery yardstick _Qf course we shall have to
Jfocus on issues like whether to elect the President of the Commission; or extend Qualified Majority
/ Voting; or redefine competences and re-arrange the three pillars. Some can demand still more

* power for the Parliament over the Commission or the Council.

But we should set these detailed discussions within the delivery context. Are these ideas going to

help the EU to work - an EU of 25 or more, not the one of six countries, for which the institutions
were established? Are they going to help an EU which needs actively to consolidate and deepen its
democratic legitimacy? Will they strengthen an EU which has fine traditions and impressive values,

but which is facing huge competitive challenges globally, and huge threats to world security and
stability?

1t is time to ask fundamental questions about the future of Europe. Not to rip up the blueprint and
start again — we are starting, after all, with a track record of success, not of failure. A track record of
peace and stability on a continent where for centuries more wars were fought than anywhere else in
theworld. A track record of economica growth and prosperity, which has dramatically raised living

standards of poorer countries, thereby also generating increased prosperity opportunities for the rest
of us in the single market. .

The Convention which opens on 28 February is a new way of doing business. For the first time we
have asked what it is that our citizens want the EU to do. I hope that the national governments and

&



" the gohtlcal representatwes of Europe will be open minded about their contributions, and that civil
soc1ety groups will take up the invitation to put forward their ideas. §

In the past, whenever the question has been asked about Europe’s future, the answer has been the
same — more integration. And that road has brought much success.

- But the old certainties are gone. We are creating a new Europe, a new European Union.

The end of the Cold War has generated an entirely new Order. Europe is being re-unified.
Washington is recognising the weight and importance of the EU in a multi-polar world. Russia
wants a partnership with the EU. China seeks an intensified relationship with Britain and with the
EU more generally. India - in population terms likely to be the biggest knowledge-based economy
in world within 2 decade - will emerge as one the world’s genuine superpowers. The developing
world is kicking noisily on Europe’s door. When the agricultural subsidies in the EU and the rest of

the rich world are equivalent to the entire GDP of sub-Sahara Affica, it must surely be clear that the
current situation is unsustainable.
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