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ABSTRACT

In 2009 and 2010, the Syrian-German mission excavated the richly furnished Tomb VII at Qatna which yield-
ed an inventory dating to the Middle Bronze Age IIA-IIB. The inventory comprised a large assemblage of gold
jewellery including pendants, rings, toggle pins and long bands. While some of these jewellery items represent
types already known from Syria and the Northern Levant, other types from Tomb VII have previously been
attested only in the Southern Levant. Hence, the jewellery assemblage from Tomb VII is composed of types
referring to both the Syrian/Northern Levantine and the Southern Levantine region. In this study, a selection
of the gold jewellery from Tomb VII will be discussed against the background of similar items from other sites
in the Syro-Levantine region. This approach aims at embedding the assemblage from Tomb VII into its wider
cultural context which will ultimately illuminate how the interregional relations between the Syro-Levantine
states are reflected in the material culture of the ruling class of Middle Bronze Age Qatna.
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1. Introduction

In the first half of the second millennium BC, the
political situation in the Syro-Levantine region was
characterised by the existence of several regional
states ruled by dynasties with Amorite names.' Par-
ticularly powerful were the kingdoms of Yamkhad,
Mari and Qatna, whose political influence and eco-
nomic strength probably derived from their position
at important trading routes.” The ruling families of
these states maintained close diplomatic relations,
as evidenced by the palace archives of Mari. These
document royal journeys into other kingdoms?, in-
terdynastic marriages® and gift exchange®. Thus, the
textual evidence from Mari clearly shows a network
of Near Eastern states in which interregional rela-
tions played a fundamental role. In this context, the
ruling families made use of gold objects, such as jew-
ellery, vessels or weapons, which were presented as
gifts to other kings or queens.® Interdynastic mar-
riages, on the other hand, often involved gold jew-
ellery as part of bridal dowries.” Accordingly, the
textual sources from Mari indicate that gold objects
played a crucial role in the interaction of the socio-
political elites.

In recent years, interregional relations between
the Middle Bronze Age states in the Syro-Levan-
tine region have been studied almost exclusively on
the basis of cuneiform texts. In contrast, there have
been only few attempts to investigate how these in-
teractions are reflected in the elite’s material culture

' KLENGEL 1992, p. 43.

2

KLENGEL 2000, p. 240. The interregional commercial
ties between Syria and the neighbouring regions can be consid-
ered as a source of power and legitimacy, see: MORANDI Bo-
NACOSSI 2014, pp. 429-430. For a short account on archaco-
logical evidence of interregional relations during the Middle
Bronze Age, see: CHARAF 2014, pp. 443-445 (Northern Le-
vant); COHEN 2014, p. 462 (Southern Levant).

> For king Zimri-Lim’s journey through Syria, see:
VILLARD 1986; CHARPIN, ZIEGLER 2003, p. 215.

*  E.g. CHARPIN 2008.

5> LIMET 1986; LEROUXEL 2002.

¢ E.g A.259, sce: ARKHIPOV 2012, pp.368-369;
M.5291+M.11367, see: ARKHIPOV 2012, pp. 366-367; cf. also
PuLj1z in press a.

7 E.g ARM 25 484/M.11372, see: ARKHIPOV 2012,
p- 192; ARM 22 322, see: KUPPER 1983, pp. 494-499; cf. also
PuLj1z in press a.
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of this period.® The present paper aims at address-
ing this issue using the example of the gold jewellery
assemblage from Tomb VII at Qatna, which dates
to the Middle Bronze Age ITA-IIB (see below). In
illustrating the geographical distribution of typo-
logically comparable items from other sites, the as-
semblage from Tomb VII will be embedded into its
wider cultural and geographical context.

2. The archaeological context

of Tomb VII

After the discovery of the Late Bronze Age Royal
Hypogeum of Qatna in 2002, the Syrian-German
archaeological mission found a second richly fur-
nished hypogeum below the Royal Palace of Qatna.
Being the seventh rock-cut chamber tomb found in
this area, it was named “Tomb VII'? It was acces-
sible from a small antechamber connected to the
northwestern wing of the building. Thus, Tomb VII
is, besides the Royal Hypogeum, the second cham-
ber tomb in use during the existence of the Royal
Palace of Qatna from the Middle Bronze Age ITA
on." Judging from its accessibility from the palace’s
rooms and its rich furnishing it is highly probable
that Tomb VII served, like the Royal Hypogeum,
as a burial place for members of the royal family
of Qatna. However, unlike the Royal Hypogeum,
which dates to the Late Bronze Age IIA, the inven-
tory from Tomb VII can be dated mainly to the
Middle Bronze Age ITA-IIB. This is demonstrat-
ed by both "*C-analyses and studies of pottery and
small finds retrieved from Tomb VIL" According-
ly, the inventory represents the material culture of

8 E.g. BENzEL 2008; N1GRO 2009; PINNOCK 2012.
FELDMAN 2018 conducted an art-historical study of various
objects from the Syro-Levantine region with regard to the ex-
istence of a possible ‘northern network’.

?  PFALZNER, DOHMANN-PFALZNER 2011, p. 64.

" PFALZNER, DOHMANN-PFALZNER 2011, pp.71-72;
PFALZNER 2014, pp. 142-143. For a dissenting view on the
date of the construction of the Royal Palace of Qatna, see: Mo-
RANDI BoNacossI 2007, pp. 230-236; AL-MaQDpIsst 2003,
pp- 1510-1513.

I However, note that Tomb VII was accessible until

the Late Bronze Age IIA (PFALZNER, DOHMANN-PFALZNER
2011, pp.133-134; PFALZNER 2014, pp. 143-144). For the
dating of the gold inventory, see: PULJIZ in press a.
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FIGURE 1
View into the two chambers of Tomb VII, Qatna (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/photo: M. Steinmetz)

the ruling class of Qatna at the peak of its political
power in the first half of the second millennium BC.

Tomb VII consists of two small chambers sep-
arated by a short wall which was carved out of the
rock (fig. 1). The careful excavation of the hypoge-
um allowed for the identification of decayed wood-
en boxes in which human remains and a large num-
ber of objects had been deposited. Preliminary
anthropological analyses indicate a minimal num-
ber of 70 human individuals.'? Since the majority of
the human remains were disarticulated, it can be as-
sumed that the tomb was not used as a primary but
as a secondary burial place."

2 WITZEL, FLOHR, DEGENHARDT, pp. 102-103.

3 Tt should also be noted that each wooden box con-

tained the remains of several human individuals as well as small
finds. These were deposited in a space-saving way in the wooden
boxes. Therefore, it is highly probable that they did not serve as
coffins for the dead but as transport boxes from their primary
burial place to Tomb VII (PFALZNER, DOHMANN-PFALZNER
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3. Gold jewellery from Tomb VII

Tomb VII yielded a rich inventory with over 1000
small finds, among which approx. 350 gold objects
of different types and functions. With very few ex-
ceptions, the gold objects were not found in direct
association with a specific burial. Contrarily, most
gold objects had been deposited in wooden boxes
which contained predominantly disarticulated hu-
man remains.'* Consequently, it is not possible to
assess the personal equipment of the human indi-
viduals from Tomb VII. Hence, the archaeologi-
cal record does not allow for gender- or age-relat-
ed studies with regard to the furnishing with gold
jewellery. The lack of connection between burials

and grave goods is best illustrated by a hoard of gold

2011, pp. 135-136; PEALZNER 2012, pp. 215-216).

" PuLjiz in press a.
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FIGURE 2

A hoard of gold jewellery deposited in an alabaster vessel
in Tomb VII (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/
photo: M. Steinmetz)

objects crammed into an alabaster vessel which was
then placed in one of the wooden boxes (fig. 2).1°
Although it can be assumed that the objects con-
tained in the alabaster vessel were once associated
with specific individuals, no indications of such a
connection are traceable in the archacological re-
cord of Tomb VII.

The vast majority of the gold objects were prob-
ably used as body adornment. Gold beads, of which
approx. 150 specimens were found, are particular-
ly numerous.'® Moreover, the inventory contained
several pierced discs, which show radial decorations,

> PFALZNER, DOHMANN-PFALZNER 2011, pp. 91-93;
PuLj1z in press a.

16 The detailed study of the bead assemblages from Qatna,
including the gold beads from Tomb VII, will be presented in
PuLj1Z in press b.
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and a large number of rectangular or elliptical bands
made of gold sheet. Both the bands and the discs
are characterised by an imprecise and careless exe-
cution. Additionally, the decorations of some gold
sheet discs from Tomb VII are unfinished. There-
fore, it is plausible to assume that these bands and
discs were used exclusively as funerary adornment."”
Many decorations attested on the specimens from
Tomb VII have no direct parallels at other sites. In
combination with the fact that some pieces are un-
finished, this indicates that the gold sheet objects
were produced locally."®

Apart from these objects, the inventory from
Tomb VII also comprises very carefully executed
items, among which there are gold pendants, a con-
siderable number of rings, toggle pins, a gold-plated
obsidian beaker of Egyptian origin and a duck-bill
axe with gold-plated mounting."” Some of these ob-
jects have no parallels at other sites. Other objects
represent both chronologically and geographically
widely distributed types, which are insignificant for
a comparative study of gold jewellery. The latter in-
clude e.g. simple rings of solid gold without any dec-
orations. However, Tomb VII also contained gold
objects which, in terms of geography, show more
specific distributional patterns. In the following, a
selection of these items will be presented in order to
illustrate the interregional links visible in the gold

jewellery from Tomb VIL

3.1 A leaf-shaped pendant

Tomb VII contained seven pendants which consist
completely or partially of gold. Among these, there
is one specimen that is made of thin gold sheet. It

7" PuLyiz in press a. Bands and discs of gold or sil-

ver sheet are known from funerary contexts throughout the
Near East, e.g. from Chalcolithic burials at Byblos (DuNaND
1973, pp.319-320), from the Early Dynastic cemeteries at
Ur (WooLLEY 1934, pl. 139, pl. 145-146, pl. 148) and Kish
(MACKAY 1929, pp. 178-179), as well as from Middle Bronze
Age burials at Kiiltepe (Ozc ¢ 1986, pl. H nos. 5-17, pl. 63)
and Megiddo (Loup 1948, pl. 227 no. 2)

¥ PuLJIZ in press a.

¥ PuLjiz in press a. For the Egyptian obsidian beaker

with gold plating, see: PFALZNER, DOHMANN-PFALZNER
2011, pp. 127-129; AHRENS 2011, pp. 129-130.
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consists of two roughly leaf-shaped pieces which are
connected by twirled gold wire (fig. 3). A small gold
wire spiral protrudes from the point of each leaf. The
leaves’ surfaces feature a punched decoration consist-
ing of one central boss surrounded by smaller dots.
Interestingly, an almost identical gold sheet pendant
with punched decorations was found at Late Bronze
Age Tarsus.” Further leaf-shaped pendants with one
or two central bosses are known from Southern Le-
vantine sites, such as Tell el-Ajjul”, Lachish** and
the Yavneh-Yam anchorage®. Apart from the exam-
ple from Qatna, pendants of this type seem unattest-
ed at other sites of Inner Syria or the Northern Le-
vant. Hence, the pendant from Tomb VII represents
alink between the specimens from the Southern Le-
vant and the pendant from Cilicia, which previously
seemed to occur in isolation.

3.2 Rings

More than 30 gold rings of different sizes and func-
tions were discovered in Tomb VII. Two cylinder
seal rings are of particular importance as they repre-
sent a jewellery type otherwise rarely attested.” The
first example from Tomb VII consists of an oval
gold shank with pointed ends which were inserted
into the holes of a gold-mounted lapis lazuli cylin-
der seal (fig. 4).” The pointed ends of the ring shank
were then covered by carefully coiled gold wire.
Having an inner diameter of 4.7 cm, it is probably
a bracelet. A stylistically closely comparable gold
bracelet was found in a Level X tomb at Megiddo.
The only difference to the specimen from Tomb VII
is that it is mounted with an undecorated bead in-
stead of a seal.

*  GOLDMAN 1956, fig. 434 no. 7.

2 Hoard 1312, see: PETRIE 1934, pl. XX no. 144.

2 The Lachish pendant was found in the Fosse Temple,
see: TUFNELL, INGE, HARDING 1940, pl. XXVI no. 8.

»  GOLANI, GALILI 2015, p. 18 fig. 2b.

#  Cf. ARkHIPOV, PULJ1Z 2016.

»  Astudy of the seal images from Qatna will be presented
in a separate monograph by H. Dohmann.

% Loup 1948, pl. 226 no. 2.
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FIGURE 3

A leaf-shaped pendant from Tomb VII, height 35.7 mm,
length 29.3 mm (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/
photo: I. Nakai)

FIGURE 4

Cylinder seal bracelet from Tomb VII, max. outer diam.
55 mm (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/photo:
J. Gergovich)

The second cylinder seal ring from Tomb VII is,
judging from its inner diameter of 1.8 cm, a finger
ring (fig. 5). It is composed of a gold shank with
open ends between which two cylinder seals were
mounted. At the time of the ring’s discovery only
one seal remained in place (fig. 6), while the other
was found detached in close proximity. The seals,
which consist of a dark grey gemstone, were origi-
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FIGURE 5

Double cylinder seal ring from Tomb VII, max. outer
diam. 23 mm (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/
photo: J. Gergovich)

nally arranged one next to the other.” Consequent-
ly, if the seals were rolled the impression of one seal
would always have covered the impression of the
other. Therefore, it is plausible to assume that the
seals had a purely decorative purpose.

Apart from the abovementioned specimens,
there are only two other rings from tombs at Ebla
and Gezer” with a cylinder seal and an uncarved
cylinder bead, respectively. A third ring of this kind
is part of the so-called T7ésor du Liban which was
acquired in the 1920s from the antiquities mar-
ket.** A common feature of these specimens is their
small size suggesting a use as finger rings. However,
in contrast to the double-seal ring from Tomb VII,
the examples from Ebla, Gezer and the T7ésor du Li-
ban feature only one seal. Given the rare occurrence
of cylinder seal rings in archaeological contexts, it
is all the more important to note that rings of this
kind are mentioned in at least three administrative
texts from the Middle Bronze Age palace archives at
Mari.*' According to these, a bracelet with one seal
and finger rings with one, two or even three cylin-

27 See footnote 25.

»  MATTHIAE 1980, fig. 8.

»  MACALISTER 1912, pl. XXXI no. 2.

% CHEHAB 1937, p. 11 fig. 2.

' ARkHIPOV 2012, p. 386; ARKHIPOV, PULjI1Z 2016.
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FIGURE 6

Detail of the double cylinder seal ring from Tomb VII
showing the spot where the second seal was originally
mounted (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/
photo: J. Gergovich)

der seals were used as gifts, presented to kings and
queens of other Syrian states.*”

Besides the cylinder seal rings, eleven rings with
gold plating from Tomb VII ought to be mentioned.
They are composed of awooden or bronze core, which
was carefully covered by gold sheet (figs. 7-8). While
the wooden cores have completely decayed, leaving
the respective rings hollow on the inside, the corrod-
ed bronze cores remained in place. The use of cores
of other materials probably served the purpose of re-
ducing the amount of gold needed. The gold-plated
rings have open ends which are decorated with pre-
cisely engraved, parallel grooves. Most specimens are
rather small with inner diameters of approx. 4 cm
or less suggesting a use as bracelets for children. Five
gold-plated, hollow bracelets included in the 77ésor
du Liban closely resemble the rings from Tomb VIL*
A further comparison is offered by a silver-plated an-
klet with a bronze core that was found in a Middle
Bronze Age tomb at Sidon.** Although lacking gold
or silver plating, it is noteworthy that stylistically
comparable, solid bronze rings with grooves at each

2 M.5291+M.11367, see ARkHIPOV 2012, p.367;
A.1259, see: ARKHIPOV 2012, pp. 368-369. Cf. also ARKHI-
poV, PuLyiz 2016 and PULJIZ in press a.

¥ CHEHAB 1937, pl. Vno. 5.
*  DOUMET-SERHAL, KOPETZKY 2012, p. 42.
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FIGURE 7

Gold-plated ring with incised ends and bronze core from
Tomb VII, max. outer diam. 52.9 mm (Qatna Project,
University of Tiibingen/photo: J. Gergovich)
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FIGURE 9

Hollow ring of gold sheet with incised surface from
Tomb VII, max. outer diam. 112.5 mm (Qatna Project,
University of Tiibingen/photo: J. Gergovich)

end are attested in Middle Bronze Age contexts at
Byblos* and Mari*. From this, it may be concluded
that the abovementioned rings from Tomb VII rep-
resent a jewellery type restricted to Middle Bronze
Age Syria and the Northern Levant.

The inventory from Tomb VII also contained
one gold ring whose entire surface is furnished

% Open bronze rings with grooved ends were part of the

so-called Jarre Montet, sce: MONTET 1929, pl. LXX no. 598;
TUFNELL, WARD 1966, fig. 9 nos. 225-226, 228. Further ex-
amples were found in hoards deposited in the area of the Tem-
ple of the Obelisks, see: DuNaND 1950, pl. LXXXII nos.
18352-18353.

3¢ Tomb 943, see: JEAN-MARIE 1999, pl. 200 nos. 2-3.
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F1GURE 8

Hollow ring of gold sheet with incised ends from
Tomb VII, max. outer diam. 48.8 mm (Qatna Project,
University of Tiibingen/photo: J. Gergovich)

F1GURE 10

Solid gold ring with incised ends from Tomb VII, max.
outer diam. 643 mm (Qatna Project, University of
Tiibingen/photo: C. Seitz)

with carefully incised grooves (fig. 9). Being hollow
on the inside, it most probably had a wooden core
which decayed over time. The ring was bent vio-
lently so that it could be deposited in the aforemen-
tioned alabaster vessel. Its inner diameter of 10.4 cm
suggests that it could have been used as bracelet, an-
klet or even as a torque. While the ring has no direct
parallels in the Syro-Levantine region, its surface
rendering is reminiscent of twisted gold bracelets
and torques which are a common feature in North-
ern Levantine and western Inner Syrian jewellery
assemblages of the Middle Bronze Age.”

¥ PHirir 2015, p. 134
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Two solid gold rings from Tomb VII with in-
cised grooves at each end represent a widely distrib-
uted jewellery type (fig. 10). A closely comparable
ring with grooves was found in a Level X grave at
Megiddo.?® Rings of this kind were also discovered
in tombs and hoards dated to the late Middle Bronze
Age to Late Bronze Age at Tell el-Ajjul.”” Further
parallels come from Middle Bronze Age contexts at
Byblos* and Kiiltepe*. Hence, it appears that this
ring type is restricted to the Middle Bronze Age in
the Northern Levant, western Inner Syria and Ana-
tolia, while it continues to the Late Bronze Age in
the Southern Levant.

3.3 Toggle pins

Tomb VII yielded eight gold toggle pins which can,
on typological grounds, be divided into two groups.
The pins of the first group have oblate spheri-
cal heads which consist of one grooved or fluted
bead.* The latter, which are made of gold or sin-
tered quartz, respectively, were fixed to the shank by
means of a small gold rivet. In one case, the head is
not preserved. The slender shanks of the pins may
be straight or curved. Each pin has a narrow eyelet
that is located in the upper half or the upper third
section of the shank (fig. 11). One specimen of the
first group features a small gold ring that was at-
tached to its eyelet (fig. 12). The zone between the
head and the eyelet of each pin is decorated with
horizontal incisions, while one to three incised zig-
zag lines are visible below the eyelet. Closely compa-
rable toggle pins, most of which consist of bronze,
were discovered at many sites in the Northern Le-
vant and Inner Syria, such as Hama*, Ugarit* and

¥ Tomb 3060, sece: LouD 1948, pl. 226 no. 3.

¥ Tomb 447, see: PETRIE 1934, pl. XIX-XX nos. 155-
158; cenotaph 1450, see: PETRIE 1932, pl. II; hoard 1299, see:
PETRIE 1934, pl. XII (bottom left); hoard 1313, see: Max-
wEeLL-HysLop 1971, p. 177 fig. 81 (bottom left).

“©  DUNAND 1937, pl. LXXII nos. 2540, 2542-2544.

4 KurakoGLu, KANGAL 2011, p. 313 no. 361.

2 These gold toggle pins represent variations of H.
g g8lc p P

Klein’s type I 12 A 6 b, see KLEIN 1992, p. 110, pl. 17. Cf. the
discussion in PULJIZ in press a.

# FuGMANN 1958, pl. X no. 13.
“  SCHAEFFER 1962, p. 308 fig. 6 no. 18.194.
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FiGure 11

Gold toggle pin with oblate spherical head from Tomb
VII, max. length 95.3 mm (Qatna Project, University of
Tiibingen/photo: J. Gergovich)

F1GURE 12

Gold toggle pin from Tomb VII with oblate spherical
head and ring attached to the eyelet, max. length 93.5 mm
(Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/photo: K. Wita)

Alalakh®. A further comparison was found in the
Eastern Palace of Qatna.* Interestingly, pins of this
type are also part of the T7ésor du Liban.”” The south-
ernmost parallels to this type of toggle pins come
from Middle Bronze Age contexts at sites in Upper

WooLLEY 1955, pl. LXXIII no. P4.
% 1amMoONI2012, p. 358 fig. 9 (right).
“ CHEHAB 1937, pl. V nos. 25-26.
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FiGure 13
Headless gold toggle pin from Tomb VII, max. length

40.4 mm (Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/photo:
C. Seitz)

Galilee, such as Hazor®, Safed*® and Tel Sasa®!, and
from Middle Bronze Age tombs at Rishon le-Zion*
in the coastal plain of modern Israel.

The second group of gold toggle pins found
in Tomb VII includes two specimens. These dif-
fer formally from the pins of the first group as
they lack a head (fig. 13). Instead, their top is very
slightly convex-shaped. The eyelet of each pin is lo-
cated in the upper third section of the rather com-
pact shank. Both pins show incisions in the zone
above the eyelet and one zigzag line below it. As
can be concluded from the evidence from oth-
er sites published so far, typologically comparable
toggle pins seem unattested in the Northern Le-
vant or Inner Syria. However, similar pins of this
type were found at Tell el-Ajjul®, Amman®* and
Megiddo®. From this, it may deduced that headless
toggle pins with incised upper body are a Southern
Levantine type. Thus, it becomes clear that two dif-
ferent traditions of toggle pins are represented in
the inventory of Tomb VII. While one tradition is
associated mainly with the Northern Levantine and
Inner Syrian regions, the other seems to be rooted in
the Southern Levant.

#Two typologically comparable bronze toggle pins from

Jericho (SCHAEFFER 1948, fig. 119 no. 1) and Tell el-Dabca
(PHILIP 2006, pp. 95, 97, fig. 46 no. 4) represent isolated finds.

¥ YADINET AL. 1958, pl. CXVIII no. 21.

0 DAMATI, STEPANSKY 1996, p. 17%, fig. 18 nos. 1-6.
' BEN-ARIEH 2004, p. 15%, fig. 14 no. 1.

2 Kan-CIPOR - MERON, SHALEV 2018, fig. 7.1.

3 Tomb 1416, see: TUFNELL 1962, p.20 fig. 8; tomb
331, see: MaxweLL-HysLop 1971, pl. 73; hoard 1299, see:
PETRIE 1934, pl. XIII-XIV nos. 19 and 24.

** HENNESSY 1966, pl. XXXV A.

5 Loup 1948, pl. 223 nos. 72-73. Note that pin no. 72
has a twisted upper shank instead of horizontal incisions.
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3.4 Bands with wire loops

Among the gold objects contained in Tomb VII
there are approx. 90 rectangular and elliptical
bands. The majority of these has either pierced or
unpierced ends. Only two gold sheet bands from
Tomb VII feature carefully executed wire loops on
their ends. Each loop has two spiral-shaped ends.
The bands differ with regard to their outline: while
one specimen has straight sides (fig. 14), the other
has a wavy outline (fig. 15). Being more than 40 cm
long, both bands are of considerable length. Con-
sequently, they might have been used as headdress-
es or as girdles for children. However, as one band
was found crammed into the already mentioned ala-
baster vessel and the other specimen was deposited
along with the remains of multiple human individu-
als in one of the wooden boxes their functions can-
not be derived from the archacological context.

FIGURE 14

Straight-sided band of gold sheet with wire loops from
Tomb VII, max. length 458.3 mm (Qatna Project,
University of Tiibingen/photo: J. Gergovich)

One gold band with spiral wire loops included in
the Trésor du Liban closely resembles the straight-
sided specimen from Tomb VIL*¢ Fragments of fur-
ther straight-sided gold bands with spiral wire loops
were found in tombs at Tell el-Ajjul®’, Lachish®® and

¢ CHEHAB 1937, pl. Il no. 24.
7 Tomb 1203, see: PETRIE 1934, pl. XV-XVI no. 42.
8 Tomb 4004, see: MaxwEeLL-Hysror 1971, pl. 101.
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FIGURE 15

Wavy band of gold sheet with wire loops from Tomb VII, max. length 423.3 mm
(Qatna Project, University of Tiibingen/photo: J. Gergovich)

Gezer.” Thus, apart from the two specimens from
Qatna, bands with spiral wire loops seem to occur
only in the Southern Levant.

4 Conclusion

The Middle Bronze Age inventory of Tomb VII
at Qatna includes a large number of gold jewellery.
Some jewellery types from Tomb VII, such as the
leaf-shaped pendant and the solid gold rings with
grooved ends, are distributed over a wide area in
the Syro-Levantine region and even Anatolia. Par-
ticularly noteworthy are the cylinder seal rings from
Tomb VII which not only have archacological com-
parisons at Ebla, Megiddo and Gezer but also textu-
al parallels in the palace archives of Mari. Thus, the
specimens from Tomb VII form a geographical link
between the pieces from northwestern Inner Syria,
Eastern Syria and the Southern Levant. Administra-
tive texts from Mari clearly show that cylinder seal/

*» Cave tomb 28 II, see: MACALISTER 1912, pl. XXXI
no. 1.
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bead rings were used in the context of diplomatic
gift exchange. Thus, the distribution of this jewel-
lery type across the Syro-Levantine region might be
taken as an indicator for a culturally interacting net-
work into which the ruling class of Middle Bronze
Age Qatna was integrated.

Other jewellery types from Tomb VII show
more restricted distributional patterns. The latter
applies to the gold-plated rings which occur most-
ly at Northern Levantine sites, such as Sidon and
Byblos, and are not attested at all in the Southern
Levant. Similarly, comparisons to the toggle pins
with oblate spherical heads from Tomb VII are at-
tested mostly at Northern Levantine/Inner Syrian
sites, e.g. Hama, Ugarit and Alalakh. Toggle pins
of this kind also appear in Upper Galilee and the
coastal plain of modern Israel, however to a lesser
extent.

On the other hand, headless toggle pins and
long bands with spiral wire loops were, apart from
the pieces from Tomb VII, discovered exclusive-
ly at Southern Levantine sites, among which Tell
el-Ajjul, Lachish, Gezer, Megiddo and Amman. It

is possible that the last-mentioned jewellery items

Monografie, 2



Gold jewellery as a marker of cultural interaction in Middle Bronze Age Qatna

were brought to Qatna from the South as com-
mercial commodities or diplomatic gifts. Likewise,
it cannot be ruled out that they were locally pro-
duced following imported concepts or ideas. In
any case, the composition of the assemblage from
Tomb VII displays the interaction between the
Syrian/Northern Levantine and the Southern Le-
vantine cultural spheres.

In conclusion, the present study has shown that
the jewellery assemblage from Tomb VII allows for
the detection of cultural interactions between social
clites of the Middle Bronze Age, which thus far had
been studied mostly on the basis of textual sourc-
es. The assemblage from Tomb VII comprises three
groups of jewellery types. According to their paral-
lels, these refer to either the Northern Levant and
Syria, or the Southern Levant or the whole Syro-Le-
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vantine region. This indicates three layers of cultur-
al interaction with differing geographical extents in
which Middle Bronze Age Qatna appears to have
participated. The distinctive composition of the
jewellery assemblage from Tomb VII with links to
both Syrian/Northern Levantine and Southern Le-
vantine sites suggests that Middle Bronze Age Qat-
na functioned as an interface between these regions.
Hence, the gold jewellery from Tomb VII archae-
ologically exemplifies the interconnected network
of Syro-Levantine states in which Qatna served as
a node between Inner Syria and the Southern Le-
vant. This corresponds to historical sources which
indicate that Qatna’s sphere of influence during the
Middle Bronze Age extended as far as Southern Syr-
ia and perhaps even included Hazor in the Upper
Galilee region.®

% VAN KopPEN 2015, pp. 88 and footnote 24.
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