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Madam Chair, Ladies and Genti_emen,
I very much welcome the opportunity to speak here today.

I would like to focus on a particularly insidious aspect of the AIDS epidemic. It is also

- one which is only now beginning to receive the international recognition it deserves. I
» am referring to violence against women and its impact on the mercxless spread of this

~.-global diseasc.

_ ,vmience can lead to AIDS.

_f.slowly, by killing dlaloguc about sex and life. And by undermining women's ability to
' pr{)tect themseivcs

_ Many of these mfcctlons result from vmience In Sanuago Chile, three percent of young
- women report that rape was'thclr first sexual experience. Even young children may 2

: -afrzud o speak out.

Female vulnerabilty to HIV is showing up in the statistics. Today, of the estimated 33 -

million people™gg living with HIV or AIDS, 43% are girls or women. Why are women -
so vulnerable to HIV? Bzologlcally, females are far more likely to contract a sexually -
transmitted disease through intercourse than males. This makes the consequences of
unprotected sex far more serious and life-threatening to women.

But women's vulnerability'has social roots, not just biological ones. For millions of
‘women and girls, their subordinate position in numerous societies can make it difficult

if not impossible for them to protect themselves from HIV. They often cannot insist on

y fidehty demand condom use; or refuse sex to their partner, even when they suspect or
- ;know he is already infected | hlmself And they often lack the econormclpower to

 remove themselves from rel onshlps that carry major risks of HIV. mfectlon

il OCCur everywherc from the bcdroom to the refugee e
‘in HIV infection. But let us not forget. Even the threat of
y not kill immediately, like a bullet, but it can kil -

Physical and sexﬁal vi‘oleﬁce
camp, and it can result dlrectl

Let me say a few words about those at highest risk -- adolescents partncuiarly g:rls
-Today, over half of all new HIV infections worldwide occur in those under 25 years old.
:.Studles in Kenya show that neariy one girl in four between the ages of 15 and 19 is
"ihvmg with HIV. In many countnes gu'ls are becoming infected much earlier than boys.

contract HIV from Torced sex:often with close acquaintances, such as family membefs
or ‘trusted' friends. Mothers often know that their children are bemg abused, yet are




~ ButI'wantto stres that {he hcalth consequenccs of abuse are not inmicd to thc obwous
risk - getting infected with HIV by the abuser. Children who are abused are wounded in
their self-esteem; they feel dirty, ashamed, they lose faith in others. Later in life this

may lead to many kinds-of AIDS risk behaviour such as drug use, prostitution and

unprotected sex. A recent US survey showed that young women who were sexually

abused as children are twice as likely to place themselves at risk through unprotected
~ sex with multiple paitner&

- For boys too, phys:cal abuse as a social norm is camed over from gsneratxon to
generation. Boys who watch their fathers abuse their mothers are more likely to become
abusers-themselves, thus perpetuatmg the cycle.

Which brings me to a point that often gets lost when we talk about v1oience and AIDS
Yes, girls and women are subordinate, and this is an enormous problem. But let us not
lose sight of the other side of the coin -- what society sees as acceptable male behaviour.
The international community may look on male violence against women as legally

intolerable, but it is still considered an acceptable part of hfe in many societies, M
ipeludigg by its victims.

*=——Sexwal violence as 4 soc;lal norm may even be strengthened by national courts. A rcccnt

rape case decision by an Italian court threatens to drag back women's rights twenty years
by claiming that'a womnan wearing jeans must have taken them off willingly to have sex
- she cannot haVC been raped by the man she was accusmg :
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