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i ~',MffMicha1'KOVéé,(PreSident”df-the'Slovak-RebUblic).g Presidentql~¢,
'of the Parliamentary: Assembly, Secretary General - of the: Council of . -
7': Europe, . your - Excellencies, parliamentarians < of the Parliamentary - T
" Assembly of the Council of Europe. and ladies ‘and gentlemen. - I could -}
. speak. in a foreign language. but,  out of respect for the Slovak’ ..
- gecretariat, as today is’‘an historic day here in Strasbourg, I consider S
that it would be best to speak in the Slovak language. - L '

“

I consider it 'a great honour to have the opportunity to address
todaY;the'Parliamentary“Assembly-ofﬁthe'Council of ‘Europé. . I 'wish to .
extend to .YOu,._Mru_President,n'gratitude_-forfayour-fsupportivej,and_j?
encouraging words -during your visit to Slovakia in' January this.year. .=
At tHe. same time, I wish to use this-opportunity to express the support.
of ‘the Slovak Republic for Daniel Tarschys, -Secretary General of the . "=
' Council of Europe, when implementingand strengtheéning. the principles
“and. objectives of the Council of Europe, and contributing decisively .. ...
to the development of democratic institutions and to the protection of .
“humen rights. PR o G e

1

o ‘The ‘establishment of the Slovak  Republic . is: an . example: of
- ~:6emocratic-changes,inlinternational.relations'that;wE'have witnessed = -
. in the period after the cold war ended.  The birth of an independent: '
- glovak Republic is the expression of the ancient desires of the Sievak
"~ nation- to become .a sovereign state. S R o S
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SRR The ' indépendent Slovak Republic is “continuing-on. the-road that ="
“73¢ took in November. 1989.- We are building a demdcratic. state of law, . -
“rooted in a free'pluralistic society.- We are continuing our economic - .
- transformation for the fourth year., the objective of which.is the - .
“lachievement of a- market economy .with c¢lear preédominance of private;: -
“ownership. After temporary difficulties that were reflected ina " i =
. decline . in our gross . domestic product,. in production’ in nearly -all o
. sectors of economy, an increase in inflation and a deficit on'the state -
» budget and ah - increase in;unemploymentq;certain“positiVeraSpects:haveT
“ gtarted to make headway -in our. economic. development . - R
. Slovakia, even after the split 6f Czechoslovakia in January 1993, .
Jin -spite of -a less advantageous starting position compared with the "~
.- czech Republic, has maintained the necessary macro-economic stabiltity
and the main principles: of transformation.: S S RN S

7 'mhis year, the development has go far augmented:positive trends.. '
. We have  recorded growth. in ourjgross,domesticﬁprodﬂctﬁandla*lgwfg'
“{nflation ratecomparable  even with. ~stable . market ‘dconomies o The: i
‘recovery in our state: finance and currency has progressed furtherand. |
foreign exchange reserves have increased. . The first:indications of
recovery in industrial production have been manifested.. too; -.and .
~exports are increasing. . S : AT . S

Hand in hand with efforts to introduce macro-economic stability, los i
‘we' ' have workefd o intensively . ron creating the- legislativeﬁtandj;t"
institutional ‘conditions- cf. a market economy - and changes. of structuré -l
of owners.. We are aware that there still-is a lot of work to be dome, . .-
byt -in . spite- of - that we .can -state that. the esseritial legal and 0

H.institutional_pillars of a market economy. have been’ put in place in. o bo s
Slovakia. PRI : : . : : SRR PR I



The dlver91f1ed structure of ownershlp has been. dynamlcallyhg.
due mnot. only. to prlvatlsatlon of existing state-owned:
properties but :to . establishment of new private  entrepreneirial .
entities.  The non-state sector today represents 40%: of the generateéd’ i .
-.gross doméstic product -and-its proportion, no ‘doubt, will_continuegtO;ﬁf
-increase. . Lo : S RS o T

-rdeveloplng,

The second wave. of prlvatlsatlon, the preparatory stage of whlchﬁ' :

We wish to'use a .| . -

combination of different privatisation: forms, such- as  the ‘voucher .}

- -method, direct sale to domestic and foreign investors. anﬁ.sale of stock;:

‘through the capital market. It is our ambition to Iink the process of " | -
privatisation with financial, technical and economic restructuring: of

the state sector of companies and.the banking sector, and to help the - |.

We' are working |

cintensively on preparation of such a. programme.- -We -appreciate the |’
~assistance of the World Bank: of experts-of the G-24 countries and of win
“the Buropean Union in preparatlon of “the prOJect, and we hope £EO beJT-

. is 'being concluded, will also. contributée to-that.:

- micro-economy to adapt. itself to changed conditions.

supported by them also in its 1mp1ementatlon !

CTIn the past several years,.we have wltnessed qu1ckly changrng;
Contemporanelty' is. stigmatised by -

_‘relations in the world pollcy

dynamic changes caused by the drowing multipolarity- oFf 1nternat10nal:{-=
. relations. = Last year, many such events took place, moving the -

+ international community. forward to fulfilment of ideals shared by the*ﬁr':”
.Council of Europe; development of peaceful co-existerice of nations and: foot
. strengthening of mutual co- operation. On the: other hand other- eventSZ"

took place that did not flll us with optlmlsm._

“Slovakia wishes to contrlbute, too, so that the formation of newxi _-jT
' ~relatlons is based on respect of- 1nternatlonal law and pr1nc1p1es of

the democratic. co- existence -of nations. This is . in- line with' ‘the

. principles of our foreign policy, which flow from the basic’ values of
This belief is characterlsed by respect for: democracy:__.
and by the creation of an economic envircnment |

Slovak society.
" and for human rights;
- based on free market principles. The guarantees of democracy and human
- rights’' protection are constituticnal. guarantees. .

the Constitutional Court- 15 funct10na1 no hlgher guarantees ex1stﬁ

In a country where:
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