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oo Mr Iwinski, Vicé-President of the Aséembiy; took the Chair in . .
- 'place of Mr Radulescu Botica. ‘ : '

4. . CO-OPERATION. IN ‘THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN .

The PRESIDENT (Translation).- Thefnext“item-offbusinesslthis g'.{fijc
“morning ‘is the debate on the Teport. on . co-coperation in . the '
Mediterranean basin, presented by Mr Parisi on behalf of the Committee Cen e
on the Environment, Regional Planning and Local Authorities. We will T A
- also hear the contribution of various committess, . : : o

S “The list of speakers closed at 6 pm vesterday; i3'names are on -
the list and eight amendments have been tabled. . © =

_ _ I remind you that we have already agreed that speaking time in.
. the debate for all sSpeakers, including.the—spokesmen of committees, bas - -
limited to five. minutes. - In- order to finish by 1.30 pm, te
-~ conclude the general debate by about 1 pm to allow time for the reply -
and the vote. : : : : :

I should point ocut a correction to the Speakers’ list. Mr Indng .
is, in fact, speaking as. spokesman of: the Committees on. Science and.
Technology and so he will be called immediately after Mr Pozzo. | In
addition, Mr Pavlidis will bhe Speaking as spokesman-of the Committee:

-on Economic Affairs and Development. I call Mr Parisi to present. his
report. He has 10 minutes. - SR '

. 'Mr  PARISI {Italx).](Rapporteur_ of the. Committee on the - ook
‘Environiment, Regional Planning and Local Authorities}-began.by asking -
the Bureau not to hold the next debate on the work of this committee '~
on a Friday morning, especially when.time_was~50'limited.____ S

L ‘'The Council of Europe intended Lo reactivate the plan for closer
.. co-operation in the Mediterranean basin: . The problems in this area.

- were daunting. There was a demographical'imbalanCe, large migratory:
flows and a developmental imbalance. That was why the Council of -
“Europe held it to be 2 priority. Various - organisations at. various’
levels were alsc committed to this work. = The Council of - Europe's. i
specific role was public sector and cultural policy working'through;g
“inter alia, the network of local authorities. The draft. recommendation
.outlined the first steps along that forgotten path. '

. lost their sense of history but not a sense of their needs. Theré hag- - .
been many civilisations in that area which. had  integrated ANy -
“cultures. The Question was what to do. . He referred to the seeking of . .
‘an increasingly active role for the Council of Europe.and-stressed.thej“'_;;,
- need for co-cperation. Many initiatives were being taken at different . ..
- levels. . . S o ' '

'}._3<:—““7' Mr' VELLA (Malta).- It -has- become = almost obligatory,  when

‘discussing reports in the Assembly on a Friday morning, for delegates - . e po
V. to deplore the fact that the report was left to the last day. We must o7
- all fulfil our duties by participatingfactively'in all the_activities_i*- :

of the Assembly, even on Friday mornings. '

- The Rapporteur,  Mr Parisi;'who comes frdM'Sicily;.has the best

...of credentials and has drawn up an excellent report. : :

: - As a consequence of the disparity ‘in wealth and['populatibnfﬂ3”
bBetween the northern ang southern coastal states, the Mediterranean
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basxn has become a ;unblem of alarmlmg proportlons. Same of the:eﬁﬂ,*
“.contributory factors are age 6ld, while others are’ relatlvely'new. Oone "o
-expects the Mediterranean Sea - which, for thousands of years, has’ been-*:;[T_ﬁY:
- the seat of numerous conflicts.between neighbouring states - to be. . -

anything but a calm and peaceful lake in an otherwise’ turbulent. world.7a

- .The recent conflict in the former Yugoslavia is-a .case in point. “The .

- fragmentation of that seemingly well- organlsed and dlsc1p11ned natlonf 
. showed  how religious, ethnic,  economic . and political factors can

" contribute to sudden. and awful armed confrontation.  While it' Cwash i
happening, ' Europe, despite.all good will,. was practlcally zmpotent._%:*

Furthermore, we all know  that Albania  and. ‘Greece and - Greece' and

- ‘Macedonia - are deflnltely not on the best of frlendly,_nezghbeurlynf'

: -terms -

For more than 20 years, Cyprus ~;a:nembefﬂ0flthe Countiquffﬁﬂ**"

- Europe -. has been a-divided country. . The easing of:tension and: the

prospect’ of peace in the Middle East is perhaps the best recent omen. . '
. It -will take many years before the state of Israel and the eventual = KRR
. state of Palestine co-operate with each other and with other Araby ol

states,. so that 'security and. stablllty prevail-in the Middle East.

' However the die ‘is cast and there is no lookzng back. ‘Eventually, the -

lack. of. certalnty and mistrust that ex1sts in. the ‘Middle East w111;"
dlsappear . '

Perhaps the greatest contrlbutony factor in’ the anx1ety that;ffn"
surrounds security and stablllty in the Meditertanean is its. grow1ng.--

" population. Forty five years ago, the population of the countries of .

- the northern Mediterranean was. twice that -of those in the south. ° Ini. o

35+ years’ time, that ‘situation will be- ‘completely . reversed, . The

~soutliern “Mediterranean is rapldly “becoming overpopulated andan

increasingly vounger gerneration is clamourlng for work and’ for food;.

-~ which are not available. That gives rise to unrest and migration. In~ .
_.‘the past few years we. have seen the monster  of fundamentalism, &g
Sordistinct” from Islam,.ralse its ugly head = particularly in Egypt and .
. Algeria. ~That.is destabilising for the whole Mediterranean region.- = -

“-Democracy and human rights are bound to suffer.n The: ‘people of those -

Jcountries are seekihg pastures new by trying - more. often than not; .

S illegally - to mlgrate to our. northern shores in: alarmlngly’lncrea31ng,-*"
© numbers. - : .

Apart frcm the demographlc problem,;our env1ronment is. also af

< -cause of concern. - Not only. stdtes-on the Mediterranean littoral but?jjﬁ~_qgﬂ
the whole of. Europe must take. responsxblllty for that. - I refer not . -

only to pollution and over~flsh1ng,_whlch ‘we should do our utmost. to:.

- control, but the protection of- natural_resources,_lncludlng marine. oo o

‘ 'reSOurces such as oil and minerals. ~That should]figure.prominently.in:1*7

H:'the Counc1l of Europe’s pollcy. : o ARy S

leen the dangers and responsxbllltles that face us all 1t 1s:jﬁ1ff N
_.ObVlOUS that we must act quickly to prevent. a catastrophe.that may be .
more imminent. than one cares to imagine. ' We should heartily welcome

paragraph 10 of the  recommendations.. and “includes: the . Council g .

e Medlterranean polzcy on the. agenda of its ‘next mlnlsterlal meetlng.._

“The Council of Europe ‘has an lmportant role to play, but it is

not alone in that regard In the 1980s, the 5 ¢ 5 -sought to focus on;.e,;,}_,
specific issues arising from social ‘imbalance between the northern and .

f-southern Mediterranean.. -The Conference on Security and Co- operat10n f
in. Europe,  albeit reluctantly, includeéd the Medlterranean chapter:in

" the Helsinki Final Act.  Today, however, the CSCE. frequently 1nvolvesp*:ﬁf,,j-
non- part1c1pat1ng Medlterranean states in 1ts act1v1t1es. In Corfu =
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'thls summer, the Europeantnnlon 1nd1cated.that 1t was takzng'a new look

‘atoits Mediterranean policy. - ~Even the Assembly of the Nérth- Atlantlcjﬁt”
“."Alliance held a seminar. in  Capri last month "to- which non-member. -

.- Mediterranean states were invited and  in which - they -actively = &

- participated. = Although this has never got off the. ground, a CSCM RS B
Lprocess presents a sufficiently broad and active agenda.._Recently,.* e =
. Mediterranean basin states became inveolved in a pro;ect to 1aunch the - -7

':so called Medlterranean Forum.

Malta 51tuated as it is at the crossroads of the Medlterranean,'ff

. “hds been and is actively involved in all those processes: -We believe .

o 'that. security. and stability in  the . Mediterranean 'region "are our o
~lifeline and we readily contribute resources to help achieve them. A:

. ~stable Mediterranean means the proliferation of democracy and of human

u'j'rzghts that are sorely missing in some southern Mediterranean countries

"ﬂulbut Wthh are, after all, the pillars. of the Counc1l of Europe

The-PRESIDENT ..Thank you, .Dr - vella.- ‘T give the floor tof

- Mr Kaspereit, who will address the Assembly as-a. spokesman for the"”

ITPOlltlcal Affairs Committee.

- Mr KASPEREIT (France), speaklng Ofy- behalf of the Polltlcal-

' 'Affairs Committee, said that there had been co-operation on. ‘economic
~and ‘cultural matters but this row needed to be broadened t¢ encompass

L political matters as well. . He appreciated that there were 1nternal,eri;7r'
‘tensions in some southexin Medlterranean countrles, especxally Algerlaﬂ

: and Egypt..'

He felt that a process 51m11ar to the CSCE should be applled

'f_expre551ng'an.1nterest in the establishment of a Conference on Securltys.f{i"
“and Co-operation for the Mediterranean (CSCM). ~ Ths- securlty of the

_ 7 southern Mediterranean was inextricably llnked,to that of the rest of

Europe. There. were many matters’ that were of ¢onicern to the CouHC11:*-

“ . of PBurope; the war in former Yugoslav1a, the slow progress . of the '

~. Middle East peace talks and the increase in Islamic fundamentallsm.'.'_.__g~
- Mr Kaspereit understood that Egypt had expressed an interest in a forum = -

" which would look at securlty and env1ronmental issues. relatlng to the' S
“_Medlterranean . o

. He regretted that this. debate was taklng place on a Frlday, he;‘ifVo}?iia_
felt that this was an important issue and should have taken precedence . - i

f“_over other subjects which had been. debated durlng ‘the week.

The PRESIDENT. - Thank you, Mr Kasperelt. I 1nv1te Mr Cuco to

-t'speak onibehalf of the Commlttee on Migratlon, Refugees and.Demography

o ‘Mr- CUCé - Qaln) (spokesman for' the Commlttee on Mlgratlon,-*r
" Refugees -and Demography) said that there were different populatlon;

_growth 'rates in the north and in the south .of the Mediterranean basin.

It was estimated that population in the south would double by the year .}
2025, from 161 million to 340 million. There wére also other problemsiﬁ.

‘in - the . southern -Mediterranean countries such —as the rise  in

:'unemployment and,growth in foreign debt., This was. leading to politicaligfu'

. instability and “can: -increase .. .in o religious.  -fundamentalism.

-~ Fundamentalism was not "a. new phenomenon but -at the moment there- Want;
- nothing to contain its effects in southern Mediterramean countries.. == -}
~In'the last ten years, France,_Italy and Spain had witnessed a doubllng__;gu,v.

-in- the number of. their immigrants from ‘the ‘southern Mediterranean: :
~It- was necessary to provide social, economic and cultural facilities '
{to_av01d the rise of racism and xenophobia.;' Investment was :alsc =

. ’mecessary in their countries of origin: to._defuse-:the';populationt”“]'f:““ '
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