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Addendum 2 - i

MI‘ RISE (Norway)— Let me first thank the rapporteur for havmg brought the
important issue of family violence to our attention. . Violence against women ca

tolerated, in any form — be it physical or psychologxcal Nor can we accept
are kept as weli-preservcd secrets

It is estxmated that one European woman in ﬁve has experienced_violence ~ whi

represents a human tragedy and a threat to the notion of “civilised”, which is frequently bemg
used as a characteristic of our continent.

One woman in five in Europe has experienced violence — 20% of our women have
been beaten up, hit or attacked with weapons. .

T

So, from my pomt of view, “this is such an enormous tragedy that/th/e/re should be no

need for exaggcratlon as has happened in line 1 in the summary m the/ﬁrst report:

“Statlst,lcs show that every day in Europe one woman in _ﬁve is a victim of violence.”

true, we shodld say in paragraph 2 — instead of “hundreds of thousands of women” “around

~ Both as parhamentanans and as human beings we all bave a duty to contributeito raising- '
awareness about these problems. I hope the Assembly will send a strong mgnai to member .

T)ln;o?épeatcd on page 2, in paragraph 1, in 1he draft recommendation. If this were

80 million’women are victims of violence every,day : _ pd

H\pp’%lbf\th’\w’?ds\-evéfy éay"‘s‘heuM remo/v_eﬁ\frﬁiﬁ‘thc-te;{t. :

We are moving into an area where pohumans and pubhc admzmstratmns seem

helpless: Politicians cannot decide that men and women should love each other, or should

not get hurt and become aggresswe Politicians cannot prevent men and women from starting
to act like- chﬂdren and express themselves as chﬂdrcn

_ But vmlence isnot a pnvate affau even when 1t takes place within closed cucles

statcs and that concrete actlon will be taken to improve the sxmal:lon -

_ Vlolence w:thm the family is particularly difficult to deal w1th This zs due first to the
fact that the problems are hidden, but also becanse of the. exccpmonal fraumas that occur
when violent acts are commitied by persons who shonld induce trust — not fear —and who are .
expected fo show rcspect 1o those close to them. But everybody should have the right to live -

- their lives W1th0ut being exposed to violence and indeed without fear of becommg a victim. - '

This prmmplc should naxurally apply also in people s own home.

The report focuses on ‘women as viclims of wolence. We must, however, not forget
thaI when. we speak about violence within families, there are ‘often children involved. Their -
tratirpas must not be neglected. In fact, 50% of the victims assisted by the Norweglan family L

- emergency centres are children. Itis very mpoxtant for vxctm}s to have a place to. goto be. e
taken care of and have medical and psychologxcal treatment. lmman understanmng and even, L
. plaoe to stay in safety for a-while. :

Several concrete measures are bcmg proposed - the rcport. They aIl seem scnsxbl
and relevant — particularly if, as I said, the needs of children are taken into conmdcratlon
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: addmon I think there is a lot we can. do as mdnnduals Fust we must not be afraid of acl;mg; e T
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when we understand that fa:mly violence is takmg place — be it among friends, colleagues or
perhaps in our neighbour’s house. But individuals who volunteer to react must be able to

address the matter with relevant institutions. The estabhshment of these is the responsibility -
of the authorities, at state or at local level

We may also contribute, through our contact with youth and children, to shapmg their
_ attitades towards violence. New generations must be brought to understand that \qolencc_
docs not solvc problems on the contrary, wolence will 100 often i increase them.

We should also appeal to govemments to extend their fesearch into the causes of
'violence. If we learn more about the roots of the problem, it will be easier for us to help. The.
report points to cultural factors when seeking explanations. Personally, I think it would be
wise to go beyond this and include also economic and social sides of life. In fact, this is a
part of the report with which I disagree. Being of the male gender, and from Scandinavia, I
do not recognise either myself or the role picture of men that prevails throughout the report —
. explicitly or implicitly. For instance, the report talks about men’s “dominant position™ and
that “men must constantly prove that they in some way deserve it and must therefore assert -
their virility”. Nor can I-agree when the reports states that “the family, the church and
education system have fostered relations of domination and violence”. And it actually goes

-on to say that “In most of our societies, the sexual act is still viewed as a duty that a woman
owes her husband.

" I can only speak for myself, but I have difficulties in accepnng that we all as men are
po{enﬁal sexuai aggressors with an uncontrollable temper.

In my opinion, the rapportcur is presentmg an image of men and.of the relanonshxp
between men and women that is not in accordance with the situation in this century maybe
not even thh the state of affairs in the previous one. .

Neverthcless I will maintain that the rapporteur has done an 1mportant job.. \émlencc
against women —. and indeed against children — must be countered. It has no piace ina
modern world of equality and mutual respect between the Sexes.
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