o Sumrmt of the Generatlons
Stuttgart, 2May 1999 o
Address by Connmssmper Flynn - -

“Conﬂlct of Consensual Cooperauon between the Generauons i

Ladiesq_nd(}entlemen,. S : j‘éb 7A 5’“"

Iam deilghted to be here at thls summzt of generatlons and fo speak to youon the theme
“Conﬂlct or Cooperatmn between Generations". This is a crucial i issue at any time. It has
always been a test of cnvmsatmn how we care for the oldest, yourgest and most-
vulnerable members of our commumues. Itis an issue which is made particulasly urgent by
the demographlc changes facmg usin the second and third decades of the 2lst century

How we create a European Society whlch answers to the needs of the different
generations - a "Europe for All Ages" - will be a szgmﬁcant challenge for European Soc1ai
Policy i in the next phase of its development. I the next century many more of us will hve -

“well into our 80's and 90's. How best to enable the generations to live and age together i inan
ageing soc1ety is the question addressed i in the draft Comm1331on Communication "Towa:ds

~ - asociety for all ages - prepared as part of the Commission's contribution to the UN

. Internanonal Year of Older Persons. - . S .

: We are curfenﬁy dlscussmg the txmmg for adoplmn of this Commumcatmn. Our plans have
been thrown out by the current caretaker status of the Commission; T: hope, nevertheless 1o
be able to issue thls Commm. ‘WhatT can tell you is that it aims to ralse .

Tawareness and stimulate the European debate about how to respond to the challenges posed

“by the agemg of ‘our populauons in the areas of employment, soc1a1 protecuon\_ e
care. : o '

The Commumcation takes a posmve approach It sees older peopie asa resource of great
untapped poten‘aal while at the same time faemg up squarely to the undoubted costs and .
difficulties which lie ahead. It sets out an objective which I'arn sure all of us here can
accept - to ensure that the extra years of life which people can look forward to are spent
with'a good quahty of life, in hiealth and mdependence for as long as possible. The 7
institutional and sometal challenaes that need tobe met in order to do so are addressed

The Commumcauon 1s not seelung, or proposing, rmracle cures or .
panaceas; but it does set out clearly that we need a coherent set of policies on’ agemg It
invites the Member States and European szens to see the benefits - to mdlwduals as well




: The prospect of the rapid agemg of our soc;etles sometlmes leads people to reach very
bleak conclusions. This is wrong We should not see demographlc ageing as some sort of
threat Conflict between generatlons, the possibility suggested by your title, need
not come about. We can reconcile the aspirations of older people for good,_ secure, long -
lives with the legitimate concerns of saciety about minimising the costs of longer lives.
Europe will be able to cope - if we get our polICICS right. Think, for a moment, of how we
have adapted our soc1a1 structures during thxs 20" century

s . ,
The family used to be the so!e framework for intergenerational solidarity. Families are still-

* vitally important. But today the State and other public inistitutions supplement. their work
and are the main providers of income and healthcare for older people, just as they have a

 substantial role in the care and education of children. We earn social rights as individuals;
we gain social benefits as a right; we also contnbute asa duty to the common good at those

times of our life when we can.

These prmezpies have been developed in Eumpe durmg the second haif of -
, this century to a highly sepinsttcated level. They are, 1o my mind, one of Europe' s greatest o
7 achievements. Simultaneously, we have created the possibility for people to live. longer
| “healthier hves -this too is one of the century s great achlevements

Life expectaucy has almost doubled. The 21st century is pro_]ected to add fﬂrther years' and
“maybe even decades to our lives. We are now told that a large number of the gtrls born '
today have a reallstlc chance of living tlll they are a huudred yeazs oid‘

‘ﬂte pnucnples of social sohdanty whlch I outlmed above shouid be adapted to the new
'sztuatxon and aﬂowed to continue to operate effeettvely m the future.

“

Let me ﬂiustrate what 1 mean by reference to the issue of the reurement age.. Our current
pattern of solidarity. sees people in the prime of life workmg and prov:dmg for the support

of those in young and old age groups. Broadly two cenerahons in work prov1de for the
'oenerau{m before and the generatlon after them. ’ : '
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