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It is always an honour to address an audience of experienced fm;eign poilcy pracutloners And.
. this building - opened only 2 years ago - is a reminder - if ever we needed one - that this city is
_still witnessing the h1stonc process of rebuilding and reuniting the German people and state.

. T would first like to pay tribute to the s _t;;ngm ofthe UK's p nershxp with Germany. Together we
have taken great strides in deveiopmg the' European Union and promoting a shared agenda. .

_-Our own new-found confidence wuhm Europe happens to have coincided with a major

- evolution in Germany's foreign policy. In recent years Germany has become an increasingly
' 1mp0rtant actor in internafional affairs.

It is in no small degree due to the efforts of Joschka Fisher that the govemmcnt here has been
- able to win both public and parliamentary support for this new international role, In particular I

welcome the personal contribution Joschka has made to the search for o1 peace and reconciliation
between Israel and the Palestinians.

1 also welcome the fact that we are working together to avert the very present prospect of COHﬂlCt
between India and Pakistan.  will be travelling to Ncw Delhi and Islamabad later today to urge
both parties to exercise restraint. I know that Joschka shares my commitment to getting India and

Pakistan to the negotiating table. I also welcome the fact that we are working together in respect
- of India and Pakistan.

The current tension, and the build up of military forces in Kashmir, could all too easﬂy spiral out
of control into a conventional, 'iﬁ'd_ﬁeynﬁciear conflict of a kind we have never seen before.
We sometimes add the word ‘incalculable risks' in such circumstances. But whilst we cannot be
- - - _— T e - - i -
precise, the risks are all too easy to describe. Death, destruction, disease, economic collapse, V..

affecting not justi‘le immediate war theatre/‘but many parts of the subcontinent and lasting for
Dbttt ol
years. _ _ e

So it is imperative that a better way out of this conflict is found; a way that sees the end of Cross
border terrorism and the support for all forms of terrorism; then a de-escalation of military

preparedness; then a constructive dialogue to resolve this longstanding bilateral argument over
_this beautiful area of Kashmir.

The UK and Germany are also working more closely than ever before on other fore:gn policy

challenges, be it counter-terrorism, efforts to prevent the spread of weapons of mass déstraction
or NATO enlargement.




Last rnonth in Rome, we witnessed the signature of a co-Operation agreement between NATO
and Russxa. This historic agreement is; amongst many other things, good news for Germany and
the UK And 1t underlmes the fact that a decade on from the fali of the Soviet Union, European

European mzlltary co—operation w1th the United States.

NATO is helping to transform Europe. Its ‘Partnership for Peace' with the post—commumst states
has completely reformed their security sectors and helped with the transition to democracy and

free markefsjAlready Hungary, the Czech Repubhc and Poland have joined. At the forthcormng
Prague Sumxmt in November, more European countnes will be invited to join. - _ j

To underpin stabihty and pmsperity throughout Europe, NATO and EU eniargement must -
proceed hand-in-hand. EU enlargement to eastern, central and southern Europe is one of the
biggest challenges currently facing our two countries, not feast our diplomats. 1 know there are
difficulties. 1 understand people's reservations. But we must hold our nerve. We made promises’
to the new democracies in 1990. Now is the time to deliver. Though I don't want to pre-empt
decisions for later this year, I hope that, at Copenhagen in December, we will be able to

conclude negotiations with 10 countries, allowing them to join in 2004. Alongside that decision,
" we shall want to give new impetus to the negotiations with Bulgaria and Romania, to give

further consideration to Turkey's candldacy and to send a signal that the door remains open to
new candidates.
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