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Statement by Myanmar Delegatlon

Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

First of all, I wish to congratu'a e YOu- on ycur

‘electlon as the Chairman of this 40th CNB’Meetlng rjftu :

Mr. Chairman,

The measures taken by the Union of Myanmar in

eradicating narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances

in line with the exhortations of the Global Programme
of Action in both supply and demand reduction have been
comprehensively presented in the counﬁry report

distributed through the sécretariatf

Myanmar has waged a relentless war qn’illicit“drugs)

sacrificing lives and limbs, since regaining her
independence in 1948. Myanmar fully recognizes the

threat of narcotic drugs and accordingly aktaehes full

o _
attention and high priority -em drug matters, laying

down consistent policies to combat this menace.

e

The areas wherg{poppy is(being cultivated are along.ﬁhe_

 remote bordersafees where infrastructure is almost non-
exiStenEé and means of communications are primitive.

Various ethnic races of these border areas have been

engaged;\in POpPDY cultivatiogD which ad=o is their

livelihood. These areas were out of reach of effective.
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g wore

rule of laWJfénd order as medwus_dominated-by insurgent

groups since Oﬁr independence in 1948. Only srr——the .
p#ééé¢—1989 jaa®rs, these armed groups returned to the

legal fold.

They chose to abandon armed struggle and joined hands

- with the government in launching development programmes

in these far-flung areas. Today 15 armed groups have

peace agreements'with the government and 1 armed group,

KﬁaQ:4LéEf%r7xEMéﬁg,ta%:;_gumgn;nghgggfwo surrendered

unconditionally.

m}éll areas where armed opposition has ceased, are now

under government administration, and ,the rule of law

. -  ledps ~
and order is prevalent, which =&a&£s to ' expedite:

development.

In this context, another important point I would like -

to bring out is the conscientious participation of the

ethnic people in the border areas. The Eastern Shan
. BETY .

State Special Region 4 is, in 1997, “Opium Free Zone”.

The Wa and the Kokang ethnic groups have also drawn up

annual plans to establish opium freelzones.in their

areas. It is only natural the people will suffer

economically for setting up poppy free zomnes, but they

“have made this sacrifice even though they know this is

their livelihood.




Tn this connection, Mr. Chairman,

although Myanmar has
been commonly ‘referred to as a major opium proéucing

country in the int':ernati_onal sphere,
WA \-‘H‘MS
ignored =egardding. assistance to eradlcate this menace.

we have been

The Government of MYanmar/ alone has been tackling this

-

"enormous challenge using-iwer limited resources.

ban

But the resolve to combat narcotic drugs hasse. not

diminished and: on the contrag’ ‘Myanmar is fully

committed to carry out this national and 'interna_tional

duty with or without international assistance.

— -——

Mr. Chairman,

In the sphere of international cooperation, Myammar is

a party to the 1961, 1971 and 1988 UN Conventions.

Myanmar has also signed bilateral agreements to control

drugs with China, Thailand, Bangladesh, India, Vietnam

and very recéntly,g in January 1997 with thé Russian

Federation. Bilateral agreemént is to be signed with

Laos_x-&@h&n, this month. Myanmar is also a 81gnatory to

the 6-cc>untry and UNDCP Memorandum of Understanding for

!drug control in the xrxegion and has been actively

Jotabpop s e
engaged in subregional cooperation in l{drug abuse

control Jednt-—prejecsts with China and Thailand with -

financiadl and technical assistance from UNDCP. Buzxing

the second week of this month,

from

fon




Myanmar and the United States of Americagbﬁ% made a

- succes&sful joint opium yield survey in Shan States

where most of the poppy in Myanmar.

A five-year intégrated rural;development programme in
;the Scuthern Wé Region, emphasizing | on crop
substitution is to be implemented in the véry near
future and we highly apprec'iate the ihitiative_ and
guldance of UNDCP and the interest and generOSLty of
donor countries, whose flnan01al assistance will enable
thls 1mportant project to materialize. _
As the Executive DiFfector of UNDCP, Mr. Giacomelli had
rightly pointéd.out in his opening statement, Myanmar
alsc has embarked on an undertaking of historic .
Tiprépbitibnsi and, although success is clearly posé%bie,
-itfwill only be achieved through_long—termﬁcémmitment,,
and can be more effective if thére_can be more shared
appreciatioﬁ at all levels of the universal ﬁature of

the drug phenomenon and our responéibility to face it

together.

In conclusion, my delegation would like to reiterate
our commitment that Myanmar will never shy away from
its responsibilities in combating the threat of

narcotic drugs, the menace to mankind.
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