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- BOTH RICH AND POOR HAVE CLEAR INTEREST IN PR( ZTE(,;TINQ-ENVIRONMENT,

' -PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. SECRETARY-GENERAL SAYS
- F2F 01=4458 @ siw A

The following statement by Secretary-General Xofi Annan, entitled “Towards a Sustainable

Future”, (The American Museum of Natural History’s Annual “Environmental Lecture”) was delivered
by Nane Annan in New York today:

Thirty years ago, the world community gathered in Stockholm for the first United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment. That event was a watershed. It inspired legions of green-
activists at the grass-roots level. It led to the establishment of environment ministries and agencms in
countnes that d.Id not already have them. It put the environment on the international agenda.

First is water and sanitation. More than 1 billion people are without safe drinking water. Twice
that number lack adequate sanitation. And more than 3 million people die every year from diseases
caused by unsafe water. Unless we take swift and decisive action, by 2025 as much as two thirds of the

- world’s population may be living in countries that face serious water shortage. We need to improve
access. We need to improve the efficiency of water use, for example by gefting more * crop per drop”
in aonculturc which is the laroest consumer of water.

The second area is energy. Energy is essential for development. “Yet 2 billion people currentiy go
without, condemmno them to remain in the poverty trap. We need to make clean energy supplies
accessible and affordable. We need to increase the use of renewable energy sources and improve
energy efficiency. And we must not flinch from addressing the issue of overconsumption — the fact
that people in the developed countries use far more energy per capita than those in the developing
world. States must ratify-the Kyoto Protocol, which addresses not only climate change but also a host
of unsustainable practices. States must also de away with the perverse energy subsidies and tax
incentives that perpetuate the status quo and stifle the development of new and promising alternatives.

Third is agricultural productivity. Land degradation affects perhaps as much as two thirds of the
world’s agricultural land. Asa result, agricultural productivity is declining sharply, while the number
of mouths to feed continues to grow. In Afrxca., especially, millions of people are threatened with
starvation. We must 1ncrease agricultural producnwty and reverse human encroachment on forests,

trrasslands and wetlands. Research and development will be crucial, as will implementation of the UN
Convention to Combat Desertiﬁcahon



The fourth area is biodiversity and ecosystem management. Biodiversity is decimmg atan
unprecedented rate — as much as a thousand times what it would be without the impact of human
activity. Half of the tropical rainforests and mangroves have already been lost. About 75 per cent of
marine fisheries have been fished to capacity. Seventy per cent of coral reefs are endangered. We
must reverse this process -- preserving as maiy species as possible, and clamping down on illegal and
unsustainable fishing and logging practices - while helping people who currently depend on such
activities to make a transition to more sustainable ways of earning their living.

Finally, the area of health. The links between the environment and human health are powerful.
Toxic chemicals and other hazardous materials are basic elements of development. Yet more than 1
billion people breathe unhealthy air, and 3 million people die each year from air poliution — two thirds
of them poor people, mostly women and children, who die from indoor pollution caused by burning
wood and dung. Tropical diseases such as malaria and African guinea worm are closely linked with

polluted water sources and poor sanitation. Conventions and other steps aimed at reducmg waste and
" eliminating the use of certain chemicals and substances can go a long way to creating a healthier
environment. But we also need to know better how and where to act } | meaning that research and

- development are especially important, particulariy studies that focus more on the diseases of the poor
than has historically been the case.

" Five areas that can be remembered by a simpie acronym: WEHAB. You might think of it like this: -
we inhabit the earth. And we must rehabilitate our one and only planet. 1’m sure you can come up

with your own interpretations. I hope this will become something of a mantra between now and the
' opening of the Summit in Johannesburg.

Archaeoloclcal discoveries of recent decades suggest that even great civilizations, such as the
Sumerians and the Mayans, met devastation at least in part by failing to live in harmony with the
natural environment. We, too, have tempted fate for most of the past two hundred years, fuelled by

* breakthroughs in science and technology and the belief that natural limits to human well- bemg had
been conquered. Climate change is a prime example of this.

Today we know better, and have begun to transform our societies, albeit haltingly. So far, our
scientific understanding continues to tun ahead of our social and political response. With some
honourable exceptions, our efforts to change course are too few and too little. The question now is
whether they are also too late. In Johannesburg, we have a chance to catch up. The issue is not
‘environment versus development, or ecology versus eéonémy. Contrary to popular belief, we can

integrate the two. Nor is the issue one of rich versus poor. Both have a clear interest in protecting the
environment and promoting sustainable development.
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